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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:    CHRISTINA KIM       
May 29, 2016  
 
 

Q.  Have you ever seen anything like it, hottest player? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Gosh, she's such an -- she's a unique -- Ariya is very difficult to describe.  

There really hasn't been a player like her honestly in my generation, and the way that she 

just powers the ball, it's remarkable.  She's got such imagination around the golf course and 

incredible touch and it's really, really cool to see how far she's come.  She was No. 1 

amateur in the world several years ago and she's gone, and you know, she went through a 

little bit of a slump last year.  I think she missed, was it nine?  

 

Q.  10? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  I thought it was nine.  10 cuts in a row.  I remember I was talking with her 

last year at the Meijer and she was really, really distraught.  I was like, you know, if you had 

any idea how good of a golfer you are, like this is -- it's unbelievable.  And then the fact that 

she's been able to turn it around.  She just needed that first win and to just crack that first -- I 

can't say. 

 

Q.  Egg? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Yeah, she's going to be unstoppable.  And it's such an exciting time for 

the LPGA and for the game of golf.  I could be her mother, you know, she's so young, but 

she's just such a remarkable young woman.  She's kind and she's got a beautiful smile.  

Honestly, I can't say enough about her. 

 

Q.  Being out there to pour water on her? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Yeah, if I had time I would have gone and gotten some champagne 

because I'm not a big fan of the water.  If you're going to go, go.  But I didn't have time 

because I wanted to be able to watch her finish.  I said it last week, May -- which is her 

nickname in Thai -- she's taken over the month of May.  There's no better way for her to end 

it, it's been awesome. 

 

Q.  Do you think it's good for the sport to have someone as dominant as her right 

now? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Yeah, absolutely.  You know me, we haven't even been able to scratch 

the surface of what she's been able to do.  You've got players like her, obviously No 1 in the 
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world Lydia Ko, Brooke Henderson who posted a good number today, Charley Hull.  All 

these kids can't even drink that really are just showcasing how incredible the game of golf is 

and really being able to just play great golf.  It's awesome to watch.  An old bitty like me, it's 

kind of nice to every now and then get in the mix of it.  

 

Q.  What do you think was the cause of her slump last year?  

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Honestly, it's just confidence.  Nothing to do with -- it's one of those 

things -- I don't want to sound like a chauvinist or sexist or whatever, but men and women 

are different psychologically and I think that she -- it's like -- it's hard for me to really grasp 

compared to what she's gone through because her ball goes so far.  You know, when you 

generate that much clubhead speed, the ball has the chance to -- I mean, she can hit it like 

320, 330 when she hits driver.  I think she just didn't have that much confidence in her driver 

and when you're not confident in one aspect of your game, it kind of leaks into everything 

else.   

 

But she's got a wonderful support system.  Obviously having her big little sister out here, her 

mother out here every week.  Jane Park is one of her mentors out here.  I try and be there 

for her when I can.  There was nothing actually really wrong, it was just the confidence, and 

the confidence can then leak into your timing.  She would get a little quick and I think her 

miss tended to be a little bit left, but she's always had incredible touch she's always able to 

get out of trouble.  She has incredible imagination, she can power her way through a golf 

course when she's struggling, but I think that you can tell she's a little more centered, a little 

more calm now.   

 

Like I said, she just needed to burst through with that first win and it's going to be really cool 

to see what's going to happen.  Hopefully I'll still be around to try and rack up the age, you 

know, of the tour a little bit.  But no, you can't say enough great things about her. 

 

Q.  Is it demoralizing as a competitor when she's hitting it that much farther than you 

are with a 3-wood? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Personally, I don't think it is.  The only issue I come across is the fact that 

I become a little bit of a spectator because it is so amazing to see.  It's not demoralizing for 

me because I know my physical limits in terms of what I can do with the golf ball.  She does 

things that I can't fathom, but there are things I do I'm sure that she can't fathom.  Like she 

won't be able to think, oh, my God, don't shank this in the middle of a swing and pull it off 

like I can (Laughs.)  It's beautiful to watch and you can't -- there's nothing -- you can't ever 

say anything bad about her and bad about her game.  You have to cherish it and you have 

to celebrate it because there aren't that many times in a lifetime you'll be able to see that.  If 

I'm a lady -- it's like an everyday thing with the guys but the ladies are a different sport. 

 

Q.  You were one of the players who obviously gave her encouragement last year and 

were there for her.  Were you worried at all at the ANA Inspiration when she bogeyed 

her way in and maybe there would be a little backslide again? 
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CHRISTINA KIM:  No.  I think she went through a really tough patch last year and being 

able to talk it out with her and keep telling her how great of a golfer she is.  Sometimes when 

you're down on your luck and nothing seems to be going your way, the last thing you want to 

do or is able to do is be patient.   

 

I never worried.  I know she's going to have -- she's going to have a lot of majors under her 

belt and she's got a great caddie in someone she really trusts in Les Luark and they've been 

working together for a long time, she's known him for a long time and I think it's again, one of 

those, she's 19.  You know, when that happened, what's the big deal?  She's so young, it's 

okay and that's what we kind of told her is it's okay and one event is not going to dictate your 

entire life.  One swing will not dictate your entire life unless you're Michael Clayton.  But 

she's going to be fine and she is, you know?  She's peaking at such a great time. 

 

Q.  What about your own round, you birdied 10 and the two bogeys right after that? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  You're a funny journalist.  If's been tough ever since Thursday chatting 

with you.  You have really nice eyelashes though.   

 

Yeah, it was an interesting round.  I knew in my head, I said if I get to 6 under on the day 

today, I can at least have a chance to battle it out with Ariya.  And I was a little off mark, but I 

mean, I went out there and I played my best.  I probably made, God, what, like 15, 16-foot of 

putts in the last like four holes.  I made some really good up-and-downs and I had a lot of 

really good swings.  At the end of the day I know that I played my best.  So I'm sorry that I 

didn't win and I'm sorry I didn't go on this birdie barrage or something for you.  Every day 

wasn't Thursday.  But I did my best and I'm very proud of how I played.  Ariya's such an 

incredible competitor.  It's hard to catch up to that, especially with the conditions like they 

were today. 

 

Q.  Were you being aggressive?  You said you're always aggressive, did you feel you 

were staying aggressive the whole round? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Yeah, absolutely.  All of the holes save a couple were very accessible.  I 

think that it was a little -- I was a little shocked on 17 when I hit my 7-iron dead -- I gripped a 

7-iron dead into the wind and it went past the green but made a good six, seven-footer for 

par over there.  Got up and down from the bunker on 16 and I mean I'm working on a lot of 

things right now and so while I would have given anything to win, there are too many 

positives for me to take away from being the first loser.  I don't really have that mindset.  If 

there was anyone out here that I would rather have win than me, it would be Ariya.  Well, 

that's a lie.  There's a lot of people.  Like, you know, there are too many positives.  You can't 

dwell on the negatives, bogeys.  I ended with a birdie, c'mon.  You're tough. 

 

Q.  Does it put more pressure on you knowing it's like par 68 and she's going to have 

a lot of scoring chances that other people won't and did you have to play a little 

different when she's out in front? 
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CHRISTINA KIM:  Not necessarily.  I beat her that one day, I got her by one one time.  No, I 

think that, you know, you've just got to tighten up your game a little bit more.  If she's going 

driver, 7-iron into a par 5 and I'm not quite getting there in two, it just means that I have to 

get up and down.  Think of every par 5 as a par 4 and think about parring the par 4s as 

opposed to her thinking holing out for the second shot or making birdie, let's say, on these 

par 4, 5s.   

 

No, I don't think it puts any more pressure on me because my number one focus is me.  I 

worked really hard, I'm too damn old to worry about what other people are doing that I've 

figured out there's only one person that I can really affect and that's myself.  I try to avoid 

scoreboard watching because, you know, I've got enough voices in my head, enough 

numbers going on that the last thing I need to do is worry about what everyone else is going 

through.  I don't know anyone else's life story while we're out on the golf course, it ain't my 

business, I can just take care of the work in front of me. 

 

Q.  Did you know that a birdie on 18 would give you solo second? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  No.  Well, okay, so kind of but not really because I saw that Brooke made 

birdie on the last hole.  So but, you know, I wasn't sure.  There was a roar on 17 so I couldn't 

tell if that was Jessica or Ariya, but all I knew standing in the middle -- in the rough for my 

second shot on 18 was like I just tried to channel my inner (inaudible) Kim and hit it short of 

the hazard, hop it over and try to get it close.  She did that at Evian on 18 and it's something 

that stuck with me for a long time.   

 

But second place, third place, you know, you ain't first or last but no, I was just really 

focused on trying to hit good shots and good putts and then let all of the pieces fall in 

together.  I hate comparing myself to other people.  I'm not one to worry about what other 

people do unless it's something emotionally -- I want everyone to play their best no matter 

who I'm with.  Whoever I'm playing against, I'll be their number one cheerleader and root for 

them for every single shot.  I'll play my best, I want you to play your best and let's just see 

where it stacks up after that.  I'm not really the kind of catty kind of girl.  I'm super 

passive-aggressive, but I'm not like catty.  But no, I want everyone to do their best. 
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