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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:     CHRISTINA KIM      
May 28, 2016  

 
Q.  Here with Christina.  Sense of relief there on 18?   
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  Yeah, yeah!  I don't really know what to say, it was a bit of a struggle out 
there today.  Unlike yesterday, when I said I putted like doo-doo, I putted really well today.  You 
know, my Happy Putter kept me happy all day.  You know, it's just a couple -- I just burned a lot 
of edges, and it was difficult to stay patient out there.  I kind of lost it on 17 and 18 a little bit, in 
terms of all of my frustrations finally coming out.   
 
But, you know, I hung in there, played tough and then at least I didn't end up over par today.   
 
Q.  You said it played tough.  How come this golf course played so much more difficult 
today versus the first two days?   
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  You know, I think any -- it's the wind, you know, this south/southwest wind.  
It's angled perfectly where there's a lot of into, off the left, or downwind off the left, you know, as 
opposed to just dead into or straight from nine o'clock or three o'clock, and I think that, you 
know, it just really brings up a lot of the great characteristics of this golf course.  The fairways 
wind, the greens have a lot of -- a lot of subtle complexes to them, and it's such a great golf 
course and obviously you can see all the fans are out here and everyone is all about go blue 
and -- (cheering).   
 
Q.  Clearly a fan favorite.  What do you have to do tomorrow to get it done?   
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  I just gotta start making some putts.  I'm swinging really well, I'm swinging 
aggressively.  I've got no fear.  I'm working on a lot of things with my swing and my putting, so 
there's a lot going on, and it's all starting to come together.   
 
Q.  Was it back to being tough again, like it was in the first round?  
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  Yeah, I think it was definitely difficult out there.  The winds were whipping 10 
to 20 miles an hour, a lot of the wind was, you know, south, southwest, so there was a lot of four 
o'clock's, seven o'clock's, ten, two o'clock, as opposed to straight on the twelve, six, three and 
nine in terms of, you know, whether it were straight across or straight into or downwind, so it 
was definitely more difficult out there, I think.  But the greens were pretty receptive out there 
and, yeah, it was a fun day!  It was stressful but it was fun.   
 
Q.  What about some of the pins, were they tough to get at?   
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  I went after everything so -- no, I think that the LPGA has done a wonderful 
job setting up this golf course this week, and the officials have worked really, really hard, and 
obviously you can tell the staff here at Travis Pointe Country Club has done some tremendous 
things to host us here, you know, whether it's the food, which has been the best we've had all 
year long, the hospitality of everyone, all the fans, obviously, have been great, but you can tell 
for a first-year event this thing is top, top class  
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Q.  Would relief be a good word for your feelings on that birdie on 18, one way to 
describe it?   
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  No, I don't even know how to describe it.  It was one of those -- I was 
hitting a lot of good putts all day and they just didn't, you know, end up under the 
ground, but, you know, I was hitting a lot of good putts.  This is probably one of the 
longest I've stuck with a putter, my Happy Putter and I've been together since March.  I 
don't know, it doesn't seem like a long time, but I've put in a lot of reps with her, but, 
now it was just -- it was one of those, oh, now you're going to go in.  It was a good day.  
It was a lot of fun.   
 
Q.  On 18, what was your approach shot?  How far did you have?   
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  My approach shot on 18, I had 198 to the front and I was kind of -- I 
was near a tree, but I just -- I'm an aggressive kind of person, you know, so I would 
have felt really odd laying up with a sand wedge in my hand, going sand wedge, sand 
wedge into the green, and I was like, what's the worst that can happen?  At the end of 
the day I'm going to be able to go to bed and wake up and do this all over again, and it's 
not like I'm grinding to making a putt.   
 
When I'm faced with adversity sometimes, I like to try and at the up to the challenge.  I 
don't always succeed, but I like to always at least try and know that I walked off the 
course trying my best, even if it means I take eight swings on one hole at it, or hole out 
from the middle of the fairway, whatever it is.   
 
Q.  What did you hit?  
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  I'm sorry, I hit a 5-wood.  I had it choked down basically to the hilt, 
and I just thought -- I could have hit the 4-iron, but I had to be a little steep with the 
swing because of the tree that was in my way, and the steeper you are with a long iron, 
like, whew!  So I just thought with the 5-wood there would be a better chance of it if not 
turning over, going up in the air, even if it's cutting, the wind is coming off of the right, so 
it would at least try and hold its line a little better.   
 
Q.  How far did you have for the putt?   
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  The putt?  Probably like seven feet or so, I guess.  It looked really, 
really far for me!   
 
Q.  Looked like Ariya was struggling on the front, she comes back and eagles the 
18.   
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  Awesome.   
 
Q.  None of that probably surprises you with the way she is playing, right?   
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  No, not at all.  I asked the guys who were holding the camera out 
there, how she was playing, because honestly I'm one of her biggest fans.  It's 
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incredible what she can do with the golf ball.  It's just absurd.  She is able to dominate 
really any golf course without necessarily hitting driver on any hole, so I knew that, you 
know, it would be so great to have her do a three-peat.  Obviously I'm trying to win this 
tournament myself, as well, but there are so many incredible stories and great players 
at the top of the leaderboard that would make for some awesome stories, but, no, I 
heard the roar and I was super pumped for her.   
 
Q.  How much watching of her scores did you do today?   
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  Honestly I didn't see a scoreboard until 13.  It's -- it's none of my 
business really what other people are doing.  The best I can do is just try and play my 
game and be aggressive within myself.  If I'm being pressed, you know, or if someone is 
like right there, and it's like in my face, they're 2 up on me, you know, or something like 
that, I'm aware but there is only so much that I can do, you know, for myself, it's just 
play my best, try and hit this shot perfect.  I can't focus so much on the next shot or 
what I've already done.  All I can do is just stay within the moment.   
 
Q.  Will that be the same tomorrow?   
 
CHRISTINA KIM:  I hope so.  That's the plan, but, you know, you never know what 
tomorrow is going to bring.  That's part of the beauty of life, you never know what's 
going to happen.   
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