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DANIELA IACOBELLI 
ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:           
May 28, 2016  
 
 

Q.  Let me get something about your background.  You were born, where was it? 

 

Daniela:  I was born, I was actually born in a hospital in Detroit.  I don't remember.  I was 

small.  I grew up in Clinton Township, until I was 11 and then we transplanted me to Florida, 

so I could focus on golf. 

 

Q.  So your whole family moved there? 

 

Daniela:  Me, mom and dad. 

 

Q.  And your mom and dad's name? 

 

Daniela:  Maria and Grazio Iacobelli. 

 

Q.  Okay.  Is there other family back here still? 

 

Daniela:  Yes.  I still have a half sister, a half brother, nieces, nephew.  I'm officially a great 

aunt, which is disgusting to think about, because I'm not even 30.  We have family in 

Windsor, uncles, aunts, cousins.  Italians have a lot of cousins, so kind of all in this general 

vicinity. 

 

Q.  Have many of them been out here? 

 

Daniela:  No, because it's Memorial Day.  They've got barbecues to go to. 

 

Q.  But aren't they up north? 

 

Daniela:  They are like it's too hot, I'll see you next week. 

 

Q.  So are you able to get back here that much? 

 

Daniela:  Yes.  I use -- dad still lives in Clinton Township.  He moved back, so I actually use 

him as my Midwest hub when we start doing all these, so he has a whole bunch of stuff at 

his house that I keep unloading, and yes, it is fun to hang out there. 

 

Q.  Are you going to play the Tunimore?  
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Daniela:  I think we have a tournament on the LPGA that week, so I have to play that.  I 

wish I could do it both, but I love that golf course, that was such a fun week. 

 

Q.  We were hoping we would get you back there. 

 

Daniela:  I know.  I think it is an off week.  If I could get back there I would for sure. 

 

Q.  It's like over the 4th of July. 

 

Daniela:  Yes.  I think we have a tournament that week.  Horrible planning, 4th of July?  I 

wish I could. 

 

Q.  Tell us about your, the teal ribbon and your friends? 

 

Daniela:  Actually, I had a friend that I grew up when I was little.  He lived six houses away 

from me.  We were homies.  His parents actually moved to Florida and a few years later we 

moved there, a mile apart from each other and didn't even know it.  So I would go hang out 

at his house, he would come to my house.  So his mom for X amount of years was kind of 

like my mom, and then a couple weeks ago we started seeing more and more posts about 

her and she has been going through ovarian cancer the last few years, and the posts started 

to get more frequent from her husband.  Then we found out on Mother's Day, when she 

passed away from her battle with ovarian cancer so we did the wake and the funeral and I 

was like, I mean, I couldn't hold it together.  I could not imagine what he was going through 

as a son, because he is my age.  Like what do you do.  And that's so young.  And they are 

huge golf fans.  Every week the guy was sending me messages, "Keep your head up, keep 

going.  We're rooting for you, we're cheering for you." so I was like, I know it's not much, his 

son was actually supposed to volunteer, but with everything going on he couldn't.  I was like 

“I know it's not much, but if I can pull this, would you be able to be there?”  And he started 

crying, they both started to cry, and I was like, "All right, I have to make it up."  So earlier this 

week we went to a fabric score and miscalculated the amount of ribbon we would need, but 

we sufficiently made 300 ribbons and they were out here, and I was texting them last night 

during coverage and they were like “Oh, my God, so-and-so is wearing a ribbon.”  So it was 

really special to be able to do that for someone, because I feel like that's what professional 

sports enables you to do, and it was really neat to do that.  It was special. 

 

Q.  How did you distribute the ribbons? 

 

Daniela:  We put them on the first and tenth tee.  It was for players and caddies.  I made a 

short memo to let them know who it was for and if they could, if they could wear them in 

remembrance, but also for awareness of the disease, since there is 144 women out here 

and one of us could be affected by that, so I thought it was -- it was good as a remembrance 

but also good as an awareness and to let people know this is real, this is a thing and maybe 

one day we can stop it. 
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Q.  Did you have an idea of how many, how many were wearing them yesterday?  You 

weren't standing there counting? 

 

Daniela:  No, I don't, but I watched a little bit of coverage yesterday and I saw players, 

caddies. Everyone in my group wore it.  One of the girls in my group gave it to her parents.  

So I mean there was 300 ribbons.  I don't know how many are left over, but they are still on 

some people's hats, and that's really cool, that's special. 

 

Q.  What is your friend's name?  

 

Daniela:  Andrew Green is the son. The mother was Donna, and the husband is Jim. 

 

Q.  And so they all are living in Clinton Township? 

 

Daniela:  Yes, we lived like five miles away.  They moved down, I think Jim's work maybe 

brought them there, and then Andrew actually moved, just moved back.  He works for the 

Detroit Sports Commission, I think. 

 

Q.  Really? 

 

Daniela:  So he lives right by the tire. 

 

Q.  In Dearborn. 

 

Daniela:  Dearborn, yes, right by the tire. 

 

Q.  He works for the Sports Commission? 

 

Daniela:  I think that's who he works for.  I'm not 100 percent confident, but I think that's 

what I heard him say.  So it's just such a small world, how it ended up happening.  The dad 

flew back up here just for the event, just to come hang out.  And I think take his mind off 

things. 

 

Q.  So is Andrew here? 

 

Daniela:  They were here yesterday. 

 

Q.  Andrew and his dad? 

 

Daniela:  And his dad, Jim.  So hopefully they'll come back tomorrow and finish it out.  

Maybe they will be a good luck charm. 

 

Q.  Follow you around. 

 

Daniela:  Yes.  They followed me around yesterday.  It was cool.  It was neat. 
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Q.  So do you have any relatives in Dearborn?  Somebody asked and I said no, she is 

from Clinton Township. 

 

Daniela:  Clinton Township is where we're all from.  And we have a lot of family in Windsor. 

 

Q.  In Windsor. 

 

Daniela:  As far as I know.  I don't think we have -- I think there is like Jacobelli, with a J.  

And that could be different. 

 

Q.  Okay.  Thank you for setting that straight. 
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