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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:     MARINA ALEX      
May 27, 2016  
 
 

Q.  Well, third-year player Marina Alex had one of the very solid rounds yesterday 

afternoon followed up with a great one today, 5-under par in the second round, 9 

under and currently leading as we speak.  How different was the course this morning, 

how much more scoreable was it?  

 

MARINA ALEX:  Definitely a little more scoreable.  There was barley any wind playing the 

front nine and the greens are a little bit softer so you can get at some of those flags.  

Yesterday was totally different.  I mean, you're playing short, running the ball up.  It's a 

different strategy today versus yesterday.  

 

Q.  This game at the highest level can be very cyclical, even the best players will tell 

you.  You've been on a little bit of a good run with five straight cuts, a lot of good 

rounds.  Did you feel something good coming into this week? 

 

MARINA ALEX:  Yeah, I've been playing really solid.  Got off to kind of a slow start.  Did a 

little scheduling differently this year than I have in years past so I was kind of just hoping that 

the changes that I was making and the choices I was making were going to pay off and right 

now I'm kind of feeling that so it's been good. 

 

Q.  You're destined to have a late tee time tomorrow, you finished early today, that's a 

lot of free time on your hands.  How much of that will be spent preparing for the 

weekend both mentally and physically?  

 

MARINA ALEX:  It's actually going to be good.  I mean, going from late to early can be a bit 

exhausting, you're just playing a lot of golf just in a short period of time.  So I'm actually 

looking forward to a bit of a rest and not having to get up so early tomorrow.  So I'll just, you 

know, pop on some shows on TV.  I don't know, just kill some time how I can.  

 

Q.  (No microphone.) 

 

MARINA ALEX:  Yeah, you know, it's been really good, just hitting the ball great.  These 

greens are actually super difficult to read, at least I think so.  So, I mean, I felt like I could 

have made plenty more putts than I did, but I'm obviously not going to complain about 9 

under after two days. 

 

Q.  Obviously you played yesterday afternoon, I know you talked about it.  How much 

different was it today playing in the morning?  
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MARINA ALEX:  It was bit different.  The greens were a little bit more receptive and we 

don't have as much wind right now, not nearly what it was yesterday afternoon, so some of 

the holes that were downwind actually played a bit easier I thought this morning because 

you're just not having to deal with how the ball's going to react on the green with the wind 

with your approach shots coming in, so it made it just a little bit less complicated. 

 

Q.  How big of a difference is that just after one round, the subtlety of the greens, 

they're not as firm and they're not as spiked up? 

 

MARINA ALEX:  Yeah, it makes putting a little bit better, but you also have to realize when 

you're coming in in the morning, okay, this is nothing like it was yesterday.  So you kind of 

need to adapt quickly and just realize you don't need to play 20 yards short of every flag to 

try and get the ball close.  As long as you make that kind of transition right away, I think it 

makes it a bit more scoreable than it was yesterday afternoon. 

 

Q.  How early did you realize you were going to have to take advantage and attack the 

course? 

 

MARINA ALEX:  I mean, it's basically from the first hole out.  You know, I saw how my ball 

reacted on the green and I was like okay, this is not 1anythying like yesterday.  So I just kind 

of changed my game plan a little bit and went from there. 

 

Q.  Ahead by a stroke as of right now so you're heading into the weekend currently in 

contention here.  How do you approach the next couple days? 

 

MARINA ALEX:  Just going to enjoy it and have fun.  Going to just work on all aspects of my 

game so I'm just going to keep doing what I've been doing and see where that leaves me.  I 

mean, there's really no expectations for the weekend.  I just really want to learn as much as I 

can and just keep developing to get better. 

 

Q.  We talked a little bit about playing late yesterday and early today, like how much 

sleep do you get? 

 

MARINA ALEX:  I try to sleep as much as I can after those rounds.  But, I mean, when you 

have a good day you've got a lot of energy going and it's just hard to kind of calm down.  I 

eat as quick as I can and just get right into bed so I can just start unwinding and I'm really 

looking forward to have this afternoon off and get ready for tomorrow. 

 

Q.  What time did you get up today? 

 

MARINA ALEX:  6:00, so I try to get as close to the three-hour rule as I can but it's hard.  

Some days, it just doesn't cooperate.  When you're teeing off at 7:30, it's not good. 

 

Q.  You missed the cut in the first four events of the year but made every cut since, so 
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what's been the difference there? 

 

MARINA ALEX:  You know, I don't necessarily think I was playing all that bad at the 

beginning of the year, I was just really rusty.  I've been making a ton of swing changes in the 

offseason and now they're starting to feel more comfortable and just kind of everything is 

starting to feel like it's mine and I own it, whereas at the beginning of the year I think I was 

just a little unsure with what I was doing and just not really fully committed to where I was 

and obviously now I am, so it's paying off, yeah. 
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