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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:     CHRISTINA KIM      
May 26, 2016  
 

Q.  I guess the question is, did you see this round coming, did you feel it? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Well, to be honest, I've been playing really well.  It's just the scores 

haven't reflected how I've been playing.  But I've been working really, really hard on my 

game and, you know, it was out there, it was definitely gettable out there.  It's a brand new 

golf course and no one really knew what was going to kind of happen, but the course was 

very receptive to low scores, I think.  You know, it's just a matter of being patient and not 

being necessarily too aggressive.  There are certain holes where I was like, I can walk away 

with a par and I'll be fine with that.  Several par 5s were reachable, which I thought was a 

nice change to most of the tournaments we play on the LPGA Tour, and I think the officials 

did a great job of setting it up.  But it was out there.  I wouldn't be surprised if someone gets 

me by two by the end of the day. 

 

Q.  When you were walking off I heard you say you knew the bad shots and bad putts 

were going to stop at some point.  Was it frustrating to kind of keep that confidence 

when maybe the scores weren't where you wanted them to be?  

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Yeah, I've been out here too damn long to really -- of course it is still 

frustrating when you're not necessarily being rewarded for the work that you're putting in out 

here but golf is not a game of -- you know, golf never gives you anything, it never lets up.  

So I just figured all I can do is continue to try and play my best, and at the end of the day as 

long as I can go home exhausted knowing that I've tried everything that I could to play a 

good round, then that's all I can do.  At the end of the day, you know, things will balance out.  

We all end up six feet under when all of this is done. 

 

Q.  Was there a point today you felt, okay, this feels a little different, something 

good's going to happen today? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  No, no, not really, not at all.  I just felt like I was just swinging really well.  

For me, honestly, it's just been a matter of making a couple of putts.  I've been making a lot 

of putts for par throughout the last couple of weeks; not necessarily all of them but I've been 

making a fair few of them and it was just a matter of them going in for birdie.  It's all about 

patience out here and this golf course will -- this golf course can turn around and bite you in 

the ass like real quickly out here.  I think part of it is the lack of exposure we've had here, 

which has kind of maybe given me a little bit of a sense of, you know, ignorance is bliss 

perhaps.  I know it's a very challenging golf course and I'm very thankful to have played as 

well as I did. 
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Q.  I feel like you're always kind of known as the player out there who's kind of having 

fun and everything, but as a young player like Grace, you're still taking time to kind of 

talk to her a little bit about her game.  

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Of course. 

 

Q.  How important is it to kind of be that player, just kind of helping everybody out? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Well, when I first got my LPGA Tour card, I was very lucky.  I had the 

likes of Nancy Lopez, Beth Daniel, Meg Mallon, all three of whom I'm still very close with, 

Meg being a Michigan girl herself.  Obviously still having Juli Inkster out here, but there's 

such a long list, Lorie Kane, Rosie Jones, so many great players that really took me under 

their wing.  Looking around, it's obviously the age, the median age of the LPGA Tour has 

dropped significantly in the last several years, so I'm not necessarily the age they were when 

they took me under their wing, but someone's got to do it and I was always taught to leave 

the tour in a better place than I found it.  It's going to be a really tough task because I came 

on the LPGA Tour at a great time, but I'm determined not to leave until it's in a better place 

than I found it. 

 

Q.  What's your plan for tonight now?  Is it any different when you score like this or is 

it just kind of business as usual going into tomorrow? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  No, it's the same thing.  It can come and go in a flash.  I'm going to go out 

there, I'm going to cool down, take a couple of swings, hit a few putts and just kind of 

reevaluate what I did, what I did well, what I could have improved upon because there's 

always something you could improve upon, and just sort of take that score and keep it in my 

pocket and brand new day tomorrow.  You know, I'm just going to start, pretend like I'm back 

at even par and try and fight my way back to 8 under at the end of the day tomorrow.  

 

Q.  So talk about Ariya Jutanugarn.  You're pretty close with her.  How about her play 

over the past few weeks? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  You know, she's been playing like this since she was 17 years old.  I 

think that for her it was just a matter of breaking the shell and getting over that first hump 

and getting that first win, and she is going to be just an absolute world beater.  I tweeted out 

after her win last week at the Kingsmill, I said, May, which is her Thai nickname, May has 

taken over the month of May.  I'm just so proud of her.  She's such an incredible young 

woman.  She's very shy for as aggressive a golfer as she is, which I think is comical.  She's 

such a wonderful person that I would just want her to be able to share her personality with 

everyone, so I feel really fortunate that I'm one of the people that she comes to and talks to.  

It's so cool with her and her sister Moriya being out here.  Moriya's not too far away from her 

first win, either, and is going to be the first sister duo to win.  Well, I guess the second since 

Charlotta won, was it back in '02 or '01.  I think it's just so cool.  I think that hopefully Ariya 

will soon see the kind of golfer that we all see her as, which is terrifying.  
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