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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:     SARAH HOFFMAN      
May 26, 2016  
 
 

Q.  (Question about first LPGA event.) 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  Enjoy it, no pressure, but I felt like I was going to throw up this 

morning.  So it went really well considering it was my first round, yeah.  

 

Q.  Is it harder because you had such a late tee time to sit there and kind of wait on 

your tee time? 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  It was, but I'm still used to night shift after working two years it seems, 

so it was nice to sleep in and just kind of get ready with my family and just kind of be a little 

bit more relaxed actually than rushing to the first tee. 

 

Q.  Was there a point in the round where you started to kind of settle down and 

understand you're in familiar territory?  Did it get easier as you went? 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  I thought it was going to after that first tee shot.  It still was a little bit 

surreal.  But I loved having my family out here and the crowd out here, it really helped calm 

me down. 

 

Q.  At any point did you look over and say, wow, there's a lot of people following me, 

like a lot of support?  Did it help?  

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  I heard them the whole way around.  I didn't have to look for them, I 

could hear them.  So it was nice.  You know, you make a bunker save or whatever, and it 

motivates you to do it even more next time.  So it was good, yeah. 

 

Q.  Your dad kind of told me the process of you getting the exemption and how the 

stars kind of aligned, so do you feel like after one round under your belt that 

tomorrow you can improve on what you did today? 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  I think I can definitely improve on what I did today.  I saw some good 

things out there but I can see where I could improve as well, yes. 

 

Q.  The back nine, the second nine for you, what was it that was a little bit different, 

was it wind, was it your swing, anything?  

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  It was a little bit windier, I had a couple errant shots that led to some 
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bogeys, but overall I think the back nine's a little bit harder out here than the front nine is. 

 

Q.  How far were you on 13? 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  I have no idea.  13, I had 50 yards in. 

 

Q.  The most important question is what is Tall Paul's Pickles? 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  Tall Paul's Pickles.  Tall Paul was, you'll see him out here, he's 6-10.  

But he used to be an assistant pro out here so I've known him since I was really young.  He 

went into the pickle business, started making pickles.  You can get them at the corner store 

at Tippins or Bush's.  He makes pickles.  He wanted to sponsor me and I really appreciate it.  

And they're good, too. 

 

Q.  Hate to get deep, if you will, but taking a chance and stopping the nursing thing 

and following your dream, how much has today and this type of event kind of justified 

that in your mind? 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  I can definitely tell you I want to do it again and keep on doing it.  The 

crowds out here are amazing.  It's that feeling that every athlete wants, a little bit of 

pressure, a little bit of butterflies to see how you react to those and see how you perform 

under pressure.  I loved it, yeah. 

 

Q.  So your first taste of professional golf is --  

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  I played on the Symetra Tour but this is way different than that, so 

yeah.  

 

Q.  How did your local knowledge, the course knowledge, how much did that help you 

do you think? 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  I think it helped.  The greens were definitely firmer than they normally 

are and they're a little bit faster, but any time you know the course it's going to help you out.  

So I've been hitting driver off of 13 since I was 13, so I knew that I could just do it like I've 

always been doing it.  I don't fear some of the other things because they've been there for 20 

years.  I don't focus on them as much. 

 

Q.  How many times have you been over there? 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  Never, never.  I told somebody, I'm like, There's not a shot out here 

that I haven't faced, but that was one of them.  You know, luckily I got relief, so made the 

most out of it.  
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