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MODERATOR:  ... Grand Valley State for basketball and so the first question is, you ended 

up being recruited for basketball, how good of a basketball player were you? 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  I guess not good enough to want to play in college, but it was just 

always something I was passionate about and I liked the team aspects of it.  I was a little bit 

taller so I was a good shooting guard.  Recruited, I put myself out there for basketball.  I 

didn't try for golf, I didn't try and be recruited for golf.  So it just -- the Grand Valley State golf 

coach was -- state championships were out at Grand Valley my senior year so she saw me 

and recruited me, so she was the only coach that recreated me for golf. 

 

MODERATOR:  And then when you take a look at it, tell them a little bit about your career 

here because really you were a nurse at one time and you were not going to be going into 

the professional golf world. 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  No.  So I played four years at Grand Valley, I played pretty well.  I 

thought I owed it to myself and to Grand Valley to finish my nursing degree so I finished my 

nursing degree.  It took me five years and an extra little semester there.  So I had taken a 

year and a half off for golf.  I still know I missed it but I didn't know if I missed the team 

aspect of it, the traveling aspect, or if I just really wanted to make that my profession.  So I 

decided to go into nursing and play amateur events and see how they went while staying at 

home and saving some money.  So I enjoyed it, I still wanted to do it, I wanted to do it more 

and more, and so in February I quit my job and I moved down to Florida to start preparing for 

Q School in August. 

 

MODERATOR:  When you were invited to take the exemption, how did that come about?  

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  So I emailed Don Shin.  I was at the press conference in October.  I 

emailed Don Shin and he said there would be a Monday qualifier, hopefully you make it in.  

And then I was in Orlando in February and I played at Waldorf Country Club and he 

happened to be up there and he was playing one group in front of me.  I didn't know it at the 

time.  He invited me to join his group when Se Ri Pak had to leave.  I introduced myself, he 

introduced himself.  We put it together that that was who I emailed.  He put a personality and 

a golf swing to my resume that I had already sent him, and fortunately enough he gave me a 

Symetra Tour exemption and then that led to this.  
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Q.  I was just wondering, obviously you've played here, you know the course pretty 

well, but what sort of expectations do you have for this week? 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  For myself or for the field?  

 

Q.  For yourself. 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  For myself?  I just want to go up there and put a good score up on the 

board for myself.  I don't want to get too worked up about what everyone else is doing, I just 

want to stay focused on my own game and see what happens. 

 

Q.  I'm curious to know if there are any basketball skills or soccer skills that are 

transferable to golf? 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  I think competitive edge is definitely one that you see.  Also, hand-eye 

coordination.  I was a goalie in soccer, so very reactive sport and I think that transfers really 

well for golf. 

 

Q.  What do you think about the 13th green? 

 

SARAH HOFFMAN:  The 13th green?  I had a Volkswagen Beetle will in college and I 

totaled it and I think they buried it under that green.  I played it for so long I know it really well 

so it doesn't even -- it's not like a huge thing for me.  I just know where to put myself on that 

green or where to miss the green so you have a better chip than putt.  I don't think the girls 

are going to like it, though.  
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