
 

1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 
 
PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:     LEXI THOMPSON      
May 24, 2016  
 
 

MODERATOR:  Happy to be joined in the media center here at the Volvik Championship by 

Rolex Rankings No. 3, Lexi Thompson.  Lexi, another new event for the LPGA Tour, just 

keeps on growing.  What's it mean to have this event here in Ann Arbor?   

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  It's great.  Ever since I turned professional we've gained more 

tournaments, we've gained more sponsorships.  It's not on, okay.  Yeah, it's great to have a 

tournament here in Ann Arbor.  Since I turned pro in 2010, we've gained more tournaments, 

more sponsorships and that's what we want.  We hear that this tournament's going to be a 

great one this week, we're going to get a lot of followers.  So I'm really looking forward to it, 

it's a great golf course.   

 

MODERATOR:  Another cool thing about this tournament is there's a lot much military 

involvement with M-Span and NNDC as some of the charity partners.  You yourself have 

quite a tie to military and supporting the troops.  Can you talk a little bit about that and what it 

means to have this tournament also supporting the military? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, that's very close to my heart.  I'm a big supporter of the military.  

Wounded Warrior Project is my main charity that I donate to.  But I think every tournament 

should have the military charitable cause with it.  But it's great to have the military gets in 

free this week, and with the 9th hole they get to go to the tent there for free.  It's great to see.  

It's great to give back to the men and woman who have served our country and to give back 

to also the family members that are involved as well. 

 

MODERATOR:  We'll open it up for questions. 

 

Q.  Just curious, obviously you've had success in Michigan winning last year, but 

when you have a new course like this what's your approach when you come to a 

place that the tour hasn't been before, do you practice a little different?  I guess how 

do you approach it really? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I would say there's definitely a little more practice involved.  None of us 

have seen this golf course, but you know, a few practice rounds Monday, Tuesday and then 

pro-am Wednesday.  The greens are pretty tricky out here, they have little subtle breaks, so 

a lot of practicing on the greens I would say.  But the course is in great shape for us, so as 

long as we get the weather good for us this week, it will be a great week.  

 

Q.  Lexi, you turned pro what seems like an eon ago and yet you're still such a young 

lady.  Have you ever taken the time to look back at how things have changed in just a 

few years that you've been on tour, and now you're one of the veteran spokesladies 
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and you're still young.  It's kind of crazy.  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, it is crazy.  I turned professional when I was 15.  It's crazy to say 

that I'm a veteran now at the age of 21.  But the game is getting younger and younger every 

year and that's really what we want to see with all the programs that are involved, getting 

girls involved at such a young age.  So that's really what we want to see.  But the tour has 

changed dramatically ever since I turned professional, like I said, with the tournaments 

added to our schedule.  You know, it's such a global tour and just the amount of players out 

here and the level of play that they bring to the table, it's great to see.  

 

MODERATOR:  Got a pretty good season going so far with a win already, you're coming off 

that top-5 finish in Virginia.  What's been the key for you so far and what do you think it will 

take this week out in Travis Pointe?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, so far my year's been very consistent.  I won in Japan a few 

weeks ago and then there in Thailand at the beginning of the year.  Overall just trying to play 

consistent golf, working on my short game a lot when I'm home and getting (inaudible.)  But 

yeah, just trying to improve on everything every day honestly.  Really the mental side of the 

game as well, just trying to be more positive on the golf course and just having more fun. 

 

Q.  You mentioned the addition of tournaments over the last few years.  As a player 

out there, do you sense, can you get a feel for I guess the excitement around the tour 

growing as the tournaments add and more people come around?  Do you sense that 

when you're going around? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, I think everybody just in general is very happy with how many 

tournaments we've added to the schedule, where we get to go, the golf courses we get to 

play.  I think everybody is just really thrilled about each and every tournament that we get to 

go to.  That's what we want to see, we just want to see smiles out here and getting a lot of 

fans out here to watch. 

 

Q.  Talk about the course.  When you see a new course and you play it, what's the first 

thing that you really look at? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  First look at a golf course is mainly just getting the tee shots down, 

getting small targets to aim at off the tee, and then really figuring out the breaks on the 

greens, getting the direction on which way the green goes and where you want to leave your 

putts.  It usually all comes down to short game and putting on a golf course. 

 

Q.  This is, what, the fifth longest golf course in yardage that you're going to be 

playing this year.  Does that help you or does that hinder you? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, it doesn't hurt.  (Laughs.)  Yeah, I hit a good amount of drivers, 

some 3-woods out there, and there's some holes that you're better off just laying back on a 

few.  I think it's all a matter of getting the targets down on the tee and then leaving yourself 
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on the right side of the hole because there's some hills on the greens that you don't want to 

be behind and then putting over. 

 

Q.  What about your game, how's it been this year? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I feel great about my game.  I worked a lot in the offseason just on my 

short game in general, just trying to improve that, and the mental side of the game, trying to 

just be happier on the course and I think that's helped with my results.  But yeah, I'm happy 

where my game's at so I keep on just trying to improve and I've had some good finishes. 

 

MODERATOR:  Appreciate the time.  Best of luck this week. 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Thank you. 
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