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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    PAULA CREAMER      
May 24, 2016  
 
 

MODERATOR:  All right.  We're in the media center at the Volvik Championship with Paula 

Creamer, No. 44 in the Rolex World Rankings.  Paula, welcome to Michigan. 

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Thank you. 

 

MODERATOR:  How are you feeling this week and what's your approach to this new event?  

 

PAULA CREAMER:  I'm obviously incredibly excited to be here.  I've only heard great things 

about not only the town but the golf course.  I haven't played it yet, I'm going to go out this 

afternoon so I can't really comment on the golf course yet.   

 

But I feel really good.  I've actually been playing a lot better than my scores have shown.  It's 

just a matter of time of putting it all together, and hopefully this week I can make some putts.  

That's kind of the thing that's been a little bit holding me back, my putter.  I've made good 

putts, they just haven't gone in yet.  Like I said, I'm really looking forward to coming here.  

Hopefully, the weather holds up during the tournament, but I think there's a lot of buzz about 

us being here and I feel like this town is a perfect location for the LPGA to be at. 

 

MODERATOR:  One of the really cool things about this tournament in particular is its 

support of the military, obviously Memorial Day coming up on Monday, and got a lot of perks 

for the military, free admission, 9th hole chalet and support from M-SPAN and NNDC.  You 

have a lot of personal ties with the military as well.  Can you talk a little bit about that?  

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Yes, obviously my foundation is for the military as well and for the 

families.  I grew up, being my father was in the Navy and now my husband, he's an Air 

Force pilot, so I've kind of grown up definitely around military bases and whatnot.  I give so 

much respect to those men and woman who go out and fight for our freedom and allow me 

to come out and play golf.  I think it's just amazing what they do, not only them but their 

families as well.  Any time I get the opportunity to say thank you to them I always take it.   

 

But this is great that this event is obviously helping promote military as well.  I think a lot of 

people forget that men and women are overseas fighting for us every day and they need to 

be reminded that we have to say thank you and count our lucky stars that we can live in this 

great country.  

 

Q.  Paula, you mentioned talking about the area and the excitement for a new 

tournament.  There's been a lot of tournaments added on this tour in the last few 

years.  Are you sensing a surge in popularity when you're out there, do you feel more 

of a buzz in these sort of tournaments when you get out there? 
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PAULA CREAMER:  Well, definitely.  I think our commissioner, Mike Whan, has done a 

great job of bringing new events to our tour schedule.  I think it's important that we have our 

tournaments in the States.  I'm a global player, have a global sponsor so it is important to 

travel overseas, but at the same time this is our home and this is where we want to play.  So 

it's nice that we've been getting more events in the States and in locations like this where 

golf is so important and people love the game.  They don't get to play it all the time, so when 

it's there it's more exciting I think for the fans to come out and watch.  Obviously a new 

event, you're going to learn some things here and there, but I think the excitement about it is 

very important. 

 

Q.  Do you guys as players feel a bit of an obligation when a new tournament comes 

of I'm going to make sure my schedule works so I can support the new event?  

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Obviously you want to do everything that you can to come out and 

play the tournaments.  You can't play them all.  I mean we have 12 in a row in this stretch so 

you're not going to play every event so kind of have to pick and choose with your schedule.  

I wasn't going to miss this one.  I thought it was a great time in the schedule.  You never 

know with the weather but you can't control that.  So it is hard to kind of figure out what's 

best for you, but I do think it's very important to support new events and support just our tour 

in general in playing as many as you physically can. 

 

Q.  You just mentioned opening up your schedule wanting to play here.  It looks like a 

lot of the ladies did that.  Can you talk about the field and just how strong it is this 

week? 

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Yeah, the field's great.  You've got the best players in the world 

playing this week.  Some players like to play three or four in a row, some players like to play 

in front of a major, some don't.  So with KPMG coming up around the corner, you kind of 

have to plan your schedule accordingly.  But it just shows that this is important to us with the 

turnout that it has and the field size, so I think that that shows that we care.  When we're 

here, we want to play. 

 

Q.  Can I ask you about golf in Michigan?  I know you played on the other side of the 

state.  What do you know about golf in Michigan?  Everybody around here loves it, 

and as you mentioned, we don't get to play it all year long here so it's pretty special 

here in the summer.    

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, there's obviously small greens here, tree-lined golf courses.  I 

like that.  I like the kind of where you actually have to golf your ball around, hit fades, hit 

draws.  These golf courses have always set up for that.  Like I said, I haven't been out there 

yet, but driving in I can kind of tell that it's demanding on hitting the ball in the right parts of 

the greens.  But I've always had a blast every time we've come and played here, such great 

support.  The fun thing for us, yes, we do go to new places but kind of when you go to a 

place that just appreciates golf so much, it makes it a little bit better and you want to play a 
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little bit better for the fans as well. 

 

Q.  You mentioned you're playing a little bit better and your scores have shown.  Does 

that just kind of speak to the difficulty of this game and I guess the fine line between 

winning and missing the cut or feeling good about what you're doing, and what are 

those things you're focused on right now? 

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Oh, definitely.  I mean, this game drives you crazy at times.  Like I 

said, I've been playing really well.  It's a shame that my scores haven't shown that but it's not 

a confidence issue or anything like that, it's definitely just eliminating some mistakes here 

and there, getting the putter hot, having to see the ball go in the hole a little bit more than 

what it has.   

 

I really haven't taken advantage of the par 5s in the last couple of events and that's 

something that I'm not going to put too much pressure on myself because once you start 

thinking about that it kind of takes you down a different path.  But I definitely need to get my 

wedges a little bit stronger going into par 5s.  You know, Gary Gilchrist and I have been 

just -- honestly, I know I keep saying it over and over again, but we've been working really 

hard and I really feel it's just a matter of time of when I'm going to kind of break through and 

have that good week and then kind of get my momentum going from there and hopefully 

that's this week.  

 

MODERATOR:  Paula, 10 LPGA wins and 100 top-10 finishes.  Maybe we'll get 11 and 101 

this week. 

 

PAULA CREAMER:  That's an interesting stat.  I never heard that one.  Thank you.  
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