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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW: GERINA PILLER 
May 1, 2016 
 
 

Q.  (Inaudible) with everything at stake today and dealing with those difficult 

conditions or emotions seeking your first LPGA win? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  You know, the course is playing really tough and I know that I've been 

playing great.  And the wind today, it was tough to figure out, but I was proud of the way I 

finished and I'll be back. 

 

Q.  Four runner-up finishes for you on the LPGA Tour.  Do you think more about those 

runner-up finishes than not coming through, or does something like this motivate you 

and encourage you for the next time?   

 

GERINA PILLER:  It definitely encourages me.  I've never been in the lead before going into 

Sunday, so took nothing but good things from today and I still believe in myself and just 

looking forward to next week.  

 

Q.  You played in front of a huge hometown crowd, Inkster was out there, a lot of your 

fellow players.  What was that like handling the emotions of that?  

 

GERINA PILLER:  It was pretty awesome.  Just to have all the support and people yelling 

Mexico and UTEP, it was pretty special.  The thing that makes it more special is I don't have 

to play good golf for them to continue to love me so that's pretty cool.  No matter what I 

shoot, no matter what I do, they're behind me. 

 

Q.  It's great to see you all smiles and that birdie at 18 left you in a good spirit? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Yeah, thank you. 

 

Q.  Tough day, how tough was it out there? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  I mean, the conditions are pretty tough, so it definitely wasn't a cakewalk 

out there.  As you can see, I haven't really looked at the leaderboard if anyone shot a real 

low one.  The pins were really, really tough today and it's tough to get them close, especially 

coming in.  But I've taken nothing but good things away from this week.  That was my first 

time ever holding the lead, especially for two rounds, so it's just more confidence that I'm 

adding to what I already have. 

 

Q.  Winning at home is probably the toughest thing to do out here.  Did you feel that 

way at all today, because you didn't earlier in the week? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  I wouldn't say it added any pressure or anything like that.  I think it would 

be pretty awesome to win with being at home, but it would just make it that much more 

http://www.lpgatexasshootout.com/


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

special.  But I don't think that -- I didn't feel like this is my last and only chance.  I'm still 

playing great golf. 

 

Q.  Earlier today Angela Stanford said being in the final round and being responsible 

for most of the these people here, you've already done your part to help the 

tournament this year.  Even though you didn't win, do you feel like that's a positive, 

that you were responsible for kind of moving this tournament forward? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Well, you know, this tournament when we first got it, it's always been 

dear to my heart and I would do anything for it to keep it here, make it grow, make it big.  I 

know people here are huge golf fans and I think this tournament could be one of the best on 

tour. 

 

Q.  A little bit of a roller coaster for you starting on the green on nine (inaudible)? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  You know, it's just one of those things where you're between numbers 

and if you don't have a good number, it's hard to get it close, especially with those back pins 

with it being over the green is dead.  I made the turn and was very positive, you know, I can 

do this, believing in myself.  For me to chip it over the green, it kind of fired me up because I 

know that I could do better and I could be better.  I got up over that chip and my caddie said, 

You got this?  I said, I got it.  (Inaudible.)  That's pretty cool to get back in it after that.  You 

know, it was a tough back nine.  Those holes, they're demanding off the tee and the pins 

were tucked.  I hit a great shot on 11, I think it landed three on, you can't ask for any more, 

and it went to the back of the green.  The greens are getting pretty firm and it's tough 

conditions. 

 

Q.  14, the second shot, you were behind a tree? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Yes, I kind of had -- I didn't have a very good lie.  The ball was below my 

feet and I needed to kind of hook it around the tree in front of me, but that wasn't going to 

happen off that lie.  I had 200 yards to the pin, so decided to take my medicine.  It's just kind 

of one of those things where I've made tons of birdies from 100 yards and in, so there's no 

reason why I can't get up and down, so that was huge for me to make that par. 
 
 
 

http://www.lpgatexasshootout.com/

