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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW: GERINA PILLER 
April 30, 2016 
 
 

Q.  Eight pars to finish out the day.  Did you have opportunities or are you just 

pleased to be done with where you're at today, leading obviously? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  No, I felt like I gave myself opportunities.  Had some great shots, just 

couldn't get some putts to fall.  These greens are pretty tricky and they have a lot of slope to 

them so you definitely have to give them respect.  But I don't feel like I kind of like barely got 

by with eight pars, I felt like I could have been a lot lower.  So definitely a lot of confidence 

going into tomorrow. 

 

Q.  You seem comfortable out there, is that because your swing is working so well? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Yeah, and you know, it is a big deal but to me it's not a big deal.  The 

golf ball doesn't know that I'm in the lead, the golf ball doesn't know, you know.  So I just try 

to kind of dumb it down for myself and control the things I can do and that's myself, and 

being calm and being confident and committed. 

 

Q.  Keeping it as simple as possible? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Yeah, absolutely.  I didn't look at one leaderboard all day and I knew that 

if I played my game, I know I could make five or six birdies out there.  So I can't control the 

outcome.  For example, last week, just because I didn't win, I still consider that a winning 

performance for me.  I felt like I played well, I just wasn't good enough.  There's always a 

coulda, shoulda, woulda, but that's one of those things you've just got to go out and hit 

fairways and hit greens and get it close and make putts. 

 

Q.  Several players I talked to today said the back nine was really tough, much harder 

than the front.  Did you see much difference in either nine today? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  I said yesterday the back nine's definitely more demanding off the tee, 

and today they put the pins toward the back and it's tricky because a lot of these greens, 

over the green is dead.  So it's hard to be aggressive with those pins and get the ball back 

there.  So if we can get it back there, great, but if not, you're kind of playing to the middle of 

the green. 

 

Q.  You've put yourself in really good position with the way you're hitting it, too.  

You're making people catch up to a two-shot lead here.  What's your feeling going 

into tomorrow knowing that you don't really have to go crazy tomorrow to win?   

 

GERINA PILLER:  No, I still have the same mentality.  I've got to go out there and I'm going 

to play aggressive, play smart and play committed. 
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Q.  Do you look at it and say okay, I feel like I can shoot like 3 under, 5 under, 

something like that on any given round, would you do that tomorrow to set a goal for 

yourself? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  I definitely set a goal and try to focus on beating the golf course.  I feel if I 

beat the golf course, I'm doing pretty good. 

 

Q.  And then what about the crowds out here today?  Probably same thing tomorrow 

following you around. 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Yeah, I left a ton of tickets at will call for friends and family and it's been 

awesome to see faces.  I played high school golf with some of the guys that came out.  

People that I met UTEP El Paso that I played golf with, they're out here.  Family, people that 

don't know anything about golf but they just want to support me, so it's really cool to have 

them all out here and being loud and obnoxious.  

 

Q.  Would that be a special win out here just because you have so many family and 

friends here? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  I mean, yeah, it would be awesome, it would be ideal.  But the cool thing 

about it is no matter how I play tomorrow, I know that they're going to be proud of me and 

we're going to go back and hang out and they're not going to think anything different of me, 

so it's pretty cool to have that support. 

 

Q.  How many people are here, who's actually staying with you? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Just my mom, my dad and my sister and her boyfriend are staying with 

me. 
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