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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW: LEXI THOMPSON 
April 27, 2016 
 
 

Q.  I'm sure you probably talked about this a bunch and asked about it a bunch, but 

since they announced the partnership with the PGA TOUR, I think the main thing on 

everyone's mind is whether you guys are going to have a joint tournament.  Talking to 

Mike Whan yesterday, he mentioned something that I thought was interesting, that 

basically everybody that he talked to as far as players really liked the idea of that and 

it's something they're interested in doing.  Where do you stand on that, is that 

something you would be interested in doing? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I think a joint event with the PGA TOUR is amazing.  I think 

people get so involved with team events in general that a men's and women's event would 

grow our fan base even more. 

 

Q.  Do you play ever or do you interact with any guys on the tour? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Not too much.  I mean, I have the same sponsor as Ricky so I know him 

a little bit, doing photo shoots with him and stuff.  Nobody too well, but having both my 

brothers out there on that tour, I know a few of them.  But yeah, that would be a great 

experience just to get to know a few of them a little bit more and I think it would grow the 

tour. 

 

Q.  As someone who's had a lot of success early and parlayed that into a good 

professional career, what kind of advice would you give the young players in the 

shootout that have earned a spot to play this week?    

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I think when I was younger and got to play in these events at such a 

young age, it was all just a learning experience for me.  I just tried to take it shot by shot.  It 

was a nice experience just to be out here with players that I looked up to and watched on 

TV.  So it's all about going out there, having fun, just trying to do your best.  But it's a 

learning experience.  You can get advice from players, and a lot of them are so nice out here 

so you can ask them anything. 

 

Q.  Since you've turned pro, you've done a lot in terms of trying to grow the game.  Is 

that something that's deep in your heart? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, well, I think that's what everybody should be doing.  But I love 

seeing just girls picking up a club at such a young age, being involved with a few golf 

programs with the USGA Girls Golf program out here, the PGA Junior League.  It's great to 

see.  The game is getting younger and younger on both sides, but the women's side is 

growing dramatically I think.  Yeah, that's what we're out here to do, just know that we're 

following our dreams and we want the game to grow. 
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Q.  Are you doing the Olympics? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I plan to.  Hopefully, I'll be on the team. 

 

Q.  I think you've got a decent shot.  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  If I'm on the team, I'm going. 

 

Q.  What's the prep time do you think look for that?  I work for the Democratic Gazette 

in Arkansas.  So is that something where that's late June, does that conflict at all with 

being able to do tournaments leading up to it? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  What do you mean? 

 

Q.  Had you thought about that at all? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Prepping for it?  Well, we have a lot of tournaments leading up to it.  

The team isn't picked until July 11th, so I'm playing in a bunch of events until then and 

leading up to it just to make sure I'm ready.  We have our own LPGA schedule so I have to 

play, making sure I secure my spot. 

 

Q.  What's the key to this course? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  The key to this course, it all depends on how it plays, if it's firm or soft.  

It's playing a little softer this year.  The greens are a little bit more flush so they're not rolling 

too much.  There's just a few fairways that are quite a bit slanted so you kind of have to work 

the ball into the fairway.  But yeah, it's a pretty tough track especially if the wind starts 

blowing with the crosswinds out there.  Rough's not up too thick but greens are rolling good. 

 

Q.  Have you learned a lot playing this course several times in terms of the fairways 

and how to play those, talking about the slopes? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, yeah, over the years I've definitely learned a lot about this golf 

course.  The sloping fairways, making sure you miss it in the right spots on the fairways.  

Like No. 1 for example, even if you do miss it on the right side you can get a shot over there 

instead of the left.  Same thing with 18 there.  Yeah, you learn every year different breaks on 

the greens and changes that they do to the golf course. 

 

Q.  Lexi, pretty busy last couple days.  Can you take us through your schedule and 

what all you did out in New Orleans? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, well, I was here for Monday, played nine holes here Monday.  

Flew out Tuesday morning for the Zurich PGA Classic there in New Orleans.  Zurich is one 

of my main sponsors so I went out there, did a First Tee clinic on the range with Andrew 

Loupe and Brandon Pierce, which was pretty fun.  Great to see a lot of kids out there.  Did a 
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few interviews for Zurich, photo shoot for Zurich, and then did ping pong event with all the 

Zurich ambassadors.  It was great to be there.  Being the only female Zurich ambassador is 

a huge honor, just showing the importance of women in business.  It's a great honor for me 

to be representing them. 

 

Q.  Are you good at ping pong?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I'm not too bad.  I beat Keegan but I lost to Justin Rose, so I made it 

one round. 
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