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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:     KARAH SANFORD 
      KRISTEN GILLMAN 
April 27, 2016    CHEYENNE KNIGHT 
      MADDIE SZERYK  
       
 

MODERATOR:  Happy to be joined here in the media center by our Shootout winners.  

We've got, coming from this way, Karah, Maddie, Cheyenne and Kristen.  How about we 

start off with you, Karah.  How excited are you to be here for the event this week?   

 

KARAH SANFORD:  I'm so excited.  It's my first LPGA event and it's just going to be such a 

great experience to be here and play with all the pros.  It's mind blowing that I can come 

here and play with such great players, so I'm super excited. 

 

MODERATOR:  Maddie?  

 

MADDIE SZERYK:  Obviously anytime you get to play an LPGA event you're super excited 

to play.  And it's my third LPGA event so it's kind of learning more stuff and kind of building 

off of that, but I'm super pumped to be here.  

 

CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, super grateful for this opportunity and how the high school 

and college players get to play in this and just to ask the pros as many questions and just 

kind of learn about how they do it every week.  I'm really excited for the experience.  

 

KRISTEN GILLMAN:  Yeah, I'm really excited because this is a great opportunity.  And 

playing in these events you can learn so much so I feel like it really prepares us for the 

future. 

 

MODERATOR:  Going to come back around this way, start with Kristen.  Cheyenne brought 

it up a little bit.  What are some of the things you will ask the LPGA pros you are paired with 

this week?  

 

KRISTEN GILLMAN:  I'll probably just ask them what it's like to be out here on the road 

because I feel like they're never home and it has to be tough and it obviously will take a 

while to adjust so just learning from them as much as possible will help if you want to turn 

professional in the future.  

 

CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, just how they find a balance of things because I know like 

when I first got to college it was just a lot of golf.  And just kind of what they do in their spare 

time on the road, if they just hang out with other players or if they're married, if their spouse 

comes.  Just how they find a balance and just keep it fun and not so much as a job.  

 

MADDIE SZERYK:  Yeah, I kind of like what Cheyenne said, just kind of ask them like how 

they do it all and any advice for us wanting to turn pro in the future and just kind of figure out 

what they do, if the have a support system and what it all means to be on tour.  
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KARAH SANFORD:  Probably just ask them a lot about what they did to turn pro and how 

much hard work they put into it.  You know, just certain things about going to college and 

who they looked up to as a kid.  Those are probably some of the things that I would ask. 

 

MODERATOR:  Last one from me for now.  Is there one player in particular, any group of 

players that you're looking forward to meeting?  We'll start with Karah.  

 

KARAH SANFORD:  I'm super excited to meet Paula Creamer if she's going to be here, and 

Stacy Lewis because I have scoliosis and that's one of the things me and Stacy Lewis have 

in common so I think I can get a lot of great advice from her about what she did to cure that 

and about the surgery.  I think I'm super excited to meet her.  

 

MADDIE SZERYK:  I think I'm excited to meet Stacy Lewis as well as Lydia Ko because 

they've done so well so young and just kind of talk to them about their experience and 

everything.  And just being able to talk to Brooke about it was pretty cool the other day.  

 

CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Gerina and Angela.  We all practice at Shady Oaks and they're both 

from Texas so just kind of hanging out with them would be cool.  And I would love to meet 

Natalie, I've heard she's one of the sweetest people out here, so definitely them three.  

 

KRISTEN GILLMAN:  I'm excited to meet Gerina and Michelle because the first two rounds 

I'll be playing with Michelle, so I feel like that is just going to be an awesome experience and 

I'll be able to learn so much from her. 

 

Q.  When you're talking to players or when you see players who really are not much 

older than you turning pro and see what they've been able to achieve at such a young 

age, how much of that is motivation for you guys?  

 

KRISTEN GILLMAN:  I think that it's definitely a big motivation factor because they're 

showing us that it is possible, in that if we keep working hard, that even at a young age we 

are able to accomplish those things.  

 

CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, it's crazy to think that I'm only a couple months older than 

Lydia and she's out there No. 1 player in the world and just winning a lot.  But it kind of 

shows like it doesn't matter how young or old you are, like the golf ball doesn't know who's 

hitting it and you're just playing the golf course really and that anyone can do it.  

 

MADDIE SZERYK:  Yeah, I mean, it's definitely a motivational factor, like they can do 

it -- like I can do it, like Cheyenne said, the golf ball doesn't know who's hitting it.  So it's 

pretty cool to see that they're able to do it so just kind of being like okay I can do it too like 

anyone can do it.  

 

KARAH SANFORD:  Yeah, seeing those pros out here, it's great motivation for me being 

such a young person.  So when they're out here shooting super low rounds, it shows me that 

http://www.lpgatexasshootout.com/


3 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

in a couple of years hopefully I'm going to be doing the same thing. 

 

Q.  Who do you guys have caddying for you this week?  Anybody special in 

particular?    

 

KARAH SANFORD:  My brother's going to be caddying.  It's going to be super fun since this 

is going to be my first LPGA event, super sentimental and I'm so excited that he can be on 

the bag just helping me and kind of just keeping me with a good attitude.  So it's going to be 

really fun with him.  

 

MODERATOR:  What's your brother's name?  

 

KARAH SANFORD:  Bobby Sanford.  He's right back there. 

 

MADDIE SZERYK:  I have Mike Sherburne (sp) on the bag.  He's a member out here and 

I've gotten to meet him the last couple years just playing in this qualifier.  So he caddied for 

me in the qualifier and it obviously worked so we're like, oh, we're going to keep the same.  

 

CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  I have my friend Derek Brown.  We both practice at the same place.  

He's great player and he caddied for me in the qualifier and we had a lot of fun and helps me 

a lot reading putts, so we're going to have a good time.  

 

KRISTEN GILLMAN:  I have my friend Courtney caddying for me and I feel like it's going to 

be really good because she'll be able to keep me loose and just laughing out there and not 

be too serious. 

 

Q.  I want so ask about the Shady Oaks connection and how much that helps you 

here.  Do you see any similarities with the greens or anything?   

 

CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, the bentgrass greens for sure, kind of the rolling hills a little 

bit, all the lies that you get below your feet are definitely similar to Shady Oaks.  Whenever I 

go out there and practice seeing like Martin Piller and Gerina and Angela and Heather, it's 

really cool because I just kind of watch them.  And like same out here, it's definitely another 

level that they play at and it's good for me.  That's what I'm excited about, just playing with 

other people, just watching them and seeing how they do stuff. 

 

Q.  And Maddie, when you go to events now, how much have you learned playing in 

LPGA events that you can apply this time and is it kind of each event you get a little 

bit better? 

 

MADDIE SZERYK:  I mean every time I get there it's still very cool and very surreal like, like 

oh, my God, I'm at an LPGA event.  It's pretty awesome.  I think I've definitely learned a lot 

and kind of learned watching other people and see what they do and how they react to a 

good shot or a bad shot and kind of being like okay, like they don't get too upset with a bad 

shot, like just let it go.  But it's pretty awesome to be here every time. 
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