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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW: ANGELA STANFORD 
April 26, 2016 
 

MODERATOR:  Happy to be joined in the media center by Angela Stanford.  Angela, how 

does it feel to be back in Texas for the event this week?  

 

ANGELA STANFORD:  Excited.  It's fun.  I love being at home, I love being in Texas.  I 

think it's fun to have the tour here. 

 

MODERATOR:  You've had some success here, top-10 finish last year.  What about this 

course kind of suits your eye and what makes it a good venue?  

 

ANGELA STANFORD:  Well, I love the greens.  The greens are similar to what I play 

across town at Shady Oaks.  I love that you have to pay attention to where the ball is off the 

tee to have an advantage going into the greens.  I mean, you have to be semi strategic, 

can't just get up there and bomb it.  So I think it's a great course for us and (inaudible.)  

 

MODERATOR:  Speaking of that, another exciting event for you, you have your charity 

outing coming up next Monday.  Can you tell us a little bit about that and what it means to 

you?  

 

ANGELA STANFORD:  Yeah, this is actually our 10th year to have the event.  We started in 

2006 and it used to be just nine holes of (inaudible) and we turned it into 18 holes full-out 

pro event.  It's at Mira Vista Country Club in Ft. Worth and it supports my foundation that I 

started in 2009.  We give scholarships to kids with cancer or family members with cancer.  

We started giving scholarships in 2012.  We've had about five graduate, we still have 13 

receiving the scholarships.  It's pretty cool.  It's been cool to see these kids kind of grow up 

but also to help them with when your family's hit by cancer, so many things change.  We're 

trying to help those kids kind of stay focused on something positive in their life and keep 

going. 

 

MODERATOR:  You talked a little bit about it, but how have you seen it grow from year one 

to now going into the 10th year?  

 

ANGELA STANFORD:  It's been pretty cool.  I actually started looking back at pictures from 

the first year and just, it was just so neat because I didn't know then that I would be sitting 

here now having a 10th anniversary for the tournament.  And to just to be able to help the 

community and help kids, it was always my goal and my intention, just we've been extremely 

blessed to keep going.  We can't do it without the community.  We can't do it without people 

donating and playing in the event.  So it is my dream to help, but I can't help by myself.  I 

can't help who I want to help by myself. 

 

Q.  Angela, what was it doing last year when you played here?  Is there anything 

about the course that's changed?  Can you just talk about last year's event? 
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ANGELA STANFORD:  You know, I really thought -- I was playing well last year, I really 

thought I had a chance to win in the final round.  As much as this week can be challenging 

with family and friends and there's also some adrenaline in that and there's also some -- I 

find that a lot of fun.  I love when people come out to watch, I love the fans out there, and I 

love home.  So I think I just enjoy being out there and knowing that I have a lot more people 

in the gallery which is fun to play in front of your family and friends.  And I like the golf 

course.  I like that, again, you have to kind of be strategic if you want to capitalize on certain 

holes and you have to think about it.  You can't just step up there and hit driver all day. 

 

Q.  Just a little bit more on that, on the driver issue, did you ever figure out why 

(inaudible) and stuff like that, some people have gotten (inaudible) the last two years 

in the final round. 

 

ANGELA STANFORD:  Yeah, I think you have to be careful.  This year it looks like there's 

more grass in certain spots than in the past, it's been challenging.  I think we've been here 

enough now that people know the slope.  I think that helped me, it's been an advantage of 

playing at Shady Oaks is that I recognize slope a lot more on golf courses than most 

because the course I play every day probably has the most slope in the Metroplex in my 

opinion.  So this to me looked good to my eye.  You just have to hit it in certain places, and 

certain holes you do, No. 1 does slope left to right.  You might have a hit a draw there, you 

might have to work it into the hill.  So that kind of stuff to me is fun.  There's some character 

there.  You get to hit golf shots. 

 

Q.  Are the greens the same here? 

 

ANGELA STANFORD:  They're pretty similar, yeah.  I mean, you have to -- and that's the 

other cool thing about Shady Oaks is when you're hitting your approach shot into the green, 

you can have a tremendous advantage if you know how to put it on certain parts of the 

green and it's very similar here. 

 

Q.  Obviously the forecast isn't exactly what you would love if you're hoping for a firm 

and fast golf course.  How much can things change and how much will local 

knowledge help or be washed away, if you will, if we do get the weather that they're 

talking about? 

 

ANGELA STANFORD:  Yeah, I played nine yesterday and it was different, the ball wasn't 

rolling out in certain spots.  I think it's going to be extremely interesting this week because 

there is supposed to be a little bit of rain tonight, but the first round I think will play different 

than the second round.  I think it will play a lot different, especially the greens.  If they're 

going to be a little softer, I think that can change scoring quite a bit.  I think in the past the 

greens have been firmer and faster and you couldn't necessarily get it as close as you 

wanted to.  I think the rain will play a factor because this course does play extremely 

different when it's firm and fast.  

 

Q.  How are the fairways (inaudible)? 
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ANGELA STANFORD:  It appeared that way yesterday.  I'm trying to think, No. 15, it was 

starting, you could see it was kind of starting to be firm at the end of that fairway but I hit 

7-wood downwind and it stopped.  So I think if it dries out, I think it will start releasing.  But 

then Friday it won't, it will be wet again.  Then 14, the par 4, I hit driver down there and it 

stayed in the fairway.  So I think that's why it plays so different when it's firm and fast 

because those two balls run out. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible.)  

 

ANGELA STANFORD:  Yes, and that's why I think scoring's going to be a little bit lower if 

we get a lot of rain because those balls that have been running through the fairways and 

getting into the trees won't be doing that if it's wet. 

 

Q.  Angela, I just want to ask you asking about the tour and popularity that's 

happening right now.  What are some of the biggest changes in the last few years? 

 

ANGELA STANFORD:  Well, I think we've been on this track as a worldwide tour for a long 

time, but I think you've seen the Americans, the young Americans really start to play their 

role and their part.  Lexi's grown into it really well.  And then you have people that like Paula 

and Morgan and Brittany Lincicome, the girls that have been around for a long time, they're 

great ambassadors.  So as much as our tour is worldwide and as much as we have so many 

players from all over the world that are wonderful players, in my mind it's still an American 

tour.  That's just my opinion.  And I think the Americans have done a really good job of 

listening to people say, well, the Americans, they're not -- but they really are.  The young 

Americans on this tour are really good, are really -- I can't remember a time, this is my 16th 

year, it's so much more competitive.  And that's not -- you know, when people say that, that's 

not knocking the past.  It's gotten better because of those people.  The bar has 

always -- each time we have a new No. 1 the bar goes up.  It just seems like these younger 

girls are better, they're stronger, hit it farther.  It just keeps getting better and better and I 

think that says a lot for women's sports in general.  These women are good.  They're not just 

girl golfers anymore like we're good golfers and we're women.  I think this tour is in one of 

the best places it's been since I've been on tour.   

 

Obviously when I first started on tour there was Annika and it was really, we were kind of 

really hitting that boom.  And I think in life as in everything, you just have the waves, but I 

can't remember a time that it's just been so competitive from top to bottom.  And you can't 

just show up and make a cut.  I mean, if you're not showing up and trying to go low and 

trying to win, you're in trouble.  And I've never really had this sense in the last couple years 

it's been like that. 

 

MODERATOR:  Appreciate the time.  Best of luck this week. 

 

ANGELA STANFORD:  Thanks for having me.  
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