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ROUND 1:   BERNHARD LANGER     
April 22, 2016 TOM LEHMAN    
 
 

Q.  Tom, it was kind of windy conditions today.  How did you guys manage to get the 

score that you guys did?  

 

TOM LEHMAN:  It was quite a nice day, I thought.  It was somewhat breezy but not terrible.  

I thought the weather was great.  The greens over here, they're not overly fast so I thought 

you could be a bit more aggressive on the greens.  And Bernhard played extremely well, 

Bernhard played great.  I played very well also.  We had a lot of chances where we both 

were looking at birdies, and a lot of times when you're both in that kind of situation where 

you're both having great chances for birdie, you tend to shoot low scores. 

 

Q.  When you're at Buffalo Ridge as compared to Top of the Rock where you're 

playing tomorrow, how does your mindset change from a typical golf course to a par 

3? 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  Yeah, it's a different game.  We're both driving it extremely well, so on the 

one hand it's a little disappointing that we're not playing somewhere where you can take 

advantage of the good driving.  We're also putting very well, hitting good iron shots.  So 

even though it is a little different experience, you still have to play very good golf, you have 

to hit great shots, you have to make the putts.  I'm playing with a partner who is exceptional 

around the green so I feel very confident. 

 

Q.  You and Bernhard won this thing back in 2009 in Savannah.  Obviously it's a 

different set of golf courses now, but what would it mean to have two more good 

rounds and repeat? 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  Well, that would be getting a little bit ahead of ourselves with that one, but I 

do enjoy playing with Bernhard.  He's an amazing partner.  He's given me some really good 

advice today.  It's easy to try too hard and worry too much about missed putts, and he gave 

me some good advice about just relaxing and just playing and don't worry about missing, 

just go ahead and let her rip.  When you have a partner like that who puts you at ease and 

doesn't put pressure on you to have to be perfect, it tends to make playing golf a lot more 

fun, so he's a tremendous partner. 

 

Q.  Does this format and having a partner change the overall strategy at which you 

would approach a golf tournament? 

 

TOM LEHMAN:  No, I don't think so.  It's still golf.  It's still a similar mindset.  The mindset is 

simply to play every shot the best you can to try to roll in good putts, roll them at the hole 

and hopefully some of them go in.  So it doesn't change at all the way you approach the 

game.  I think Bernhard's point today (inaudible) change the way you approach the game by 

trying harder than you normally do and being less forgiving when you miss one.  And the 
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idea of playing your best golf means it's okay to miss, it's okay to hit a bad shot so don't 

punish yourself for naught.  The game plan is just play the game, hit the shots, roll the putts 

and you take what you get.  I think Bernhard wants to talk to you.  He's antsy to talk to you 

guys.  

 

Q.  Bernhard, just want to know your mentality on this type of tournament.  Obviously 

the team play is involved, but what do you think of the overall atmosphere of what 

you've seen at Top of the Rock and today what you saw at Buffalo Ridge? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  First of all, we've been blessed with a beautiful day; weather-wise 

it's just phenomenal.  Then the golf courses are in great shape.  The beauty of the place is 

astonishing.  I mean, the money Mr. Morris spent here in just making -- putting so much 

detail into everything, all these waterfalls and the water hazards, just magnificent.  Even if 

your golf's not good, you just look around and you relax and enjoy the place.   

 

On the other hand, playing with Tom is always a lot of fun.  I love team tournaments, always 

have.  I was never an amateur, never played any team golf growing up so my only team golf 

was Ryder Cup and World Cup and that was it, so very far and few between.  I've always 

embraced team golf, love it.  Tom was phenomenal today.  He made a ton of birdies, drove it 

fantastic, hit some good irons and made a ton of putts and it was just fun to watch and fun to 

be with him. 

 

Q.  Obviously you're going to a par 3 tomorrow in the lead.  How does your mentality 

change from a normal golf course to a par 3? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it doesn't change much at all.  You don't hit any drivers and 

3-woods, so it's all about hitting irons and making putts.  So the mentality doesn't change at 

all, it's just a different type of golf in a sense that your longest hole is going to be 200 yards 

and not 600 or 500. 

 

Q.  I was just curious during a tournament like this one, how aware are you of where 

you and Tom are on the leaderboard and where the rest of the field is that's trying to 

catch you? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's way too early to be thinking about that.  Let's face it, we're 

only one round into the tournament and we've got two to go.  We're not worried about that.  

We're just trying to play our best golf and we know if we can -- if we do that, we might have a 

chance to win.  So that's what it comes down to.  But there's a lot of golf left.  A lot of things 

can happen on the par 3 course, good and bad, so we're just going to focus on putting up a 

good score tomorrow again. 

 

Q.  How much attention have you paid to the standings for the Charles Schwab Cup 

as the year has gone on? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I'll check it here and there, you know, mostly after the tournament 
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is over, that kind of thing.  It's a little different this year, it's not double for the majors, so 

every dollar you earn counts, and then it's going to be a re-rank at the end of the season.  

But you want to be up there somewhere in the top five or 10 when the playoffs start so you 

have a chance to win the overall thing. 

 

JESSICA ISNER:  That's all we have, so thank you and we'll see you over here tomorrow. 
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