
 

1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   WOODY AUSTIN  
April 17, 2016  
 

DAVE SENKO:  Woody, thanks for joining us.  I know you had to wait a little bit to get back 

out there, but after 8-under 64 today, must feel good. 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Oh, yeah.  I mean, obviously it was a beautiful day for me as far as ball 

striking and scoring.  I didn't know what shot or what number to shoot or anything going out 

there today, I just tried to go out there and put up a good score and see how it was going 

into the back nine.  I made the turn and I was only a few back and I felt like I still had a 

chance. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, this is your second win in the last three starts and you've also moved 

very close to Bernhard in the season-long Charles Schwab Cup Race.  Maybe just go 

through your birdies, you had eight, no bogeys today, starting at No. 3. 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  I hit the green on No. 3 for the first time this week, which was nice.  I hit 

it over the green every day and I finally pulled the baby wedge correctly.  I hit it about, 

probably had about eight, nine feet.  Then I hit two quality shots on No. 4, the par 5.  I hit a 

perfect drive and then I just hit a beautiful hard draw with my 2-hybrid to about 18 feet for 

eagle on 4 and two-putted. 

 

Then I made my big putt of the day to get me going.  I made about a 25-footer on No. 5.  

Then No. 6 I had it in the green-side bunker and I hit it to about 10 inches, so I had four in a 

row and was off and running.  Hit some good shots on the last few holes, just not close 

enough to make them.   

 

Then made the turn and hit a nice little knock-down wedge on 10.  I had a tough little putt 

that was only about anywhere between eight and 10 feet and rolled that one.  Then I made 

my first bad swing of the day.  That 11th hole from that back tee, even all the way back to 

'95 that's been an eyesore for me.  I just can't seem to stand on that tee.  I bailed out with a 

4-iron and hit it in that right bunker.  Even though I made some putts late, I think that was the 

turning point for me because I got that ball up and down making a good seven, eight-footer 

for par, which is just huge for me because like I said, that was the first time I was ever in any 

trouble.  It was the first putt I had to make to keep going and those are the ones I haven't 

been making.  To make that just kept the momentum going. 

 

Then 15 I thought I hit a perfect shot.  I was shocked that it was 20 feet past the hole.  Corey 

and I both thought we hit it really close to the hole there and just must have caught a gust of 

wind or something, the ball went a little long.  I was just trying to feed it into the hill and 

luckily I fed it right in the middle.   

 

Then another quality shot I hit on 16.  I hit a perfect shot on 16.  I was just trying to hit it 

straight up in the air and land it soft, and I did and I hit it about, I don't know, about 12 feet 

behind the hole and made that.  I hit just a comfortable 8-iron.  Tried to hit a little high, a little 
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soft cut 8-iron.   

 

Then 17 I hit a perfect drive and ended up with a perfect full number to get to the ridge on 

17.  The problem with getting to that back flag on 17 is you have to land it right on the ridge.  

You either land short and you're short, but if you fly it all the way to the back, it hits really 

hard and goes to the back of the green.  I had the perfect number to the ridge, it was just a 

matter of whether or not I hit it solid.  I hit it solid and I just needed it to go and I ended up 

hitting it about two and a half feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit?  

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  9-iron. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  How far was your putt on 15?  

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  15 was about 25 feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  And playoff holes?  

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Playoff holes, you know, I didn't make a good swing off the first playoff 

hole.  You know, I'm sure a lot of people say, well, I didn't hit any balls, and I didn't.  So I 

didn't hit any balls for over an hour or right around an hour.  Kind of hard to walk out there.  

But I really, when I was watching and when I saw Wes make the putt on 16 and then I saw 

where he hit his drive on 18, I really didn't think I was going to be hitting another shot, so I 

really didn't bother to go out there.   

 

Then when I heard that he missed the putt, I also thought I might have a couple minutes to 

hit a ball or two, so that tee shot wasn't very pretty.  I got lucky.  He didn't hit a good drive, 

either.   

 

Then the second playoff hole, again he just hit a little too far left and I was just in a -- I was in 

a perfect spot but just a bad number for my bag.  I either had a club that could just barely 

clear the water or I had a club that could hit it in the back bunker.  I didn't have a club that 

could hit it on the green unless I did something with it.  And I didn't want to give him his shot 

back by trying to be so cute just to get it on the green.  So I felt like if I laid up there and just 

played him mano a mano with a one-shot lead, I liked my chances.  So I kind of played that 

a little conservative, but the way he played it is what made me play conservative. 

 

Q.  Take us back to when you're sitting in the clubhouse watching him.  You 

mentioned that you thought he was going to win.  Did it bother you considering you 

shot 64?   

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  No, no.  I mean, I really felt like that one on 18 in my round for 63, I felt 

like I had to make that one.  I figured if I made that one, the worst I was going to do was a 

playoff.  I figured if I made that one, that had a chance to win.  And technically, like I said, 
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when you look at where he was, once he made that putt on 16, I figured he was going to get 

to 12, I really did. 

 

Q.  You were pretty confident he was going to make that putt on 18? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yeah.  I went to the locker room, I started unloading my locker.  I didn't 

change my shoes but I started unloading my locker and everything, and they came in and 

said he didn't make it so I had to turn around.  I like to, sure, we want to win or whatever, but 

I also like to wish certain guys good luck and I felt like he was going to make that one. 

 

Q.  For future generations, would you recommend eating popcorn as a warmup? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  No.  Well, I mean, you know I'm not a normal person when it comes to 

golf.  I do everything quite different than most golfers.  I'm not a range guy.  I don't even go 

to the range an hour before my rounds.  I didn't want to stand on the range and swing and sit 

there and hope that I was going to -- I didn't go into the clubhouse to watch him finish, either.  

Obviously you're sitting there watching it, but I went into the clubhouse because I wanted to 

watch the Cavaliers-Pistons game.  I'm a sports junkie.  I wanted Detroit.  And they did, they 

took it all the way down to the wire, so I was more happy watching that.  That keeps my 

mind off of, you know, what's going on because I didn't want to sit there and watch, sit there 

and go okay, will he, won't he, will he, won't he, and that's what you're thinking on the range.  

If you're out there on the range, you'll just be okay, waiting to here a roar.  Not for me. 

 

Q.  So you weren't listening as the commentators were speculating as to why you 

weren't --   

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  I didn't hear a thing because in the locker room it wasn't on so I had no 

idea what they were saying.  Like I said, I was watching the basketball game. 

 

Q.  It's been a while since you shot 64, isn't it? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Probably.  I shot 65 twice at Tucson to win. 

 

Q.  I think I saw in 2013 you had a 64? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  I'm sure it's been a while.  It's hard to make that many putts in my game. 

 

Q.  How did you feel bringing that out of you? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  The crazy thing is, and I know everybody's going to look at me really 

weird, but the crazy thing is I guess I found the certain key for me is play with a putter for two 

rounds and switch on Sunday because I switched again after yesterday.  I switched in 

Tucson and it worked, and I switched today and it worked.  I don't know what it is.  I don't 

know if I just need to have a different putter on Sunday, but I've switched and putts started 

going in today. 
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Q.  You call yourself an abnormal golfer.  In what other ways would you call yourself 

not normal? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Well, I grew up in a little public golf course with no driving range.  I'm self 

taught, no teacher.  Never had a teacher.  Didn't start playing golf until just before high 

school, 14 years old.  That's pretty abnormal right there.  Then you throw in the fact that I've 

never blamed another person or another thing for any problems I've ever had and I took a lot 

of abuse for taking it out on myself for the last 20-some years.  That's not normal.  This 

game, especially in golf terms, this game is political correctness and I'm not politically 

correct.  That's why I say I'm not your average typical golfer.  I'm black and white, I'm not 

politically correct. 

 

Q.  Can you see yourself challenging Bernhard now? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  There again is another thing.  That's not even -- that has never even 

entered my mind.  The Schwab Cup or anything, you know, it's never entered my mind.  All I 

want to do is just keep playing.  I'm happy that at 52 I'm still playing.  I'm still playing well 

obviously.  But the key for me is, you know, it's whether or not I can have any weeks where I 

can get putts to go in the hole.  If I can do that, I'm going to be there, but I'm not going to sit 

here and say that's my goal because it's not.  My goal is to keep trying to figure out why I 

can't do this on a consistent basis.  Because if I could, I would still be playing with the young 

guys as far as I'm concerned because I still can hit it that good.  I just can't putt with those 

guys, can't even come close. 

 

Q.  Sunday wins two of the last three weeks -- 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  That's what I said, it's weird.  But I've now won twice in three weeks and 

both times I switched putters on Sunday.  I don't know too many people that sit there and 

have switched putters going into Sunday and won twice.  I think Lanny Wadkins was talking 

to me this week and he said he did it a few times in his career.  You're just looking for that 

spark.   

 

I played really good on Friday and I made nothing, and I made a 15-footer for eagle on the 

last hole just to shoot even par and I had 33 putts to shoot even par.  You're just like why?  

Why is it so hard?  Then I shot 3 under yesterday and I hit it probably five shots worse than I 

did the day before just because I made a couple.  Like I said, it's that balance of trying to 

figure it out on a consistent basis.  If I can figure it out on a consistent basis, I'll be up there 

quite a few times. 

 

Q.  My question was has your Sunday putter earned a chance to go out on Thursday? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Sure, it will start on Friday with Michael Allen in Branson.  It will definitely 

start out on Friday. 
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Q.  They showed a replay of you bashing a putter over your head. 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  See, there you go.  That's 20 years ago.  That's 20 years ago.  What 

relevance does that have to today?  What?  What relevance does that have? 

 

Q.  It's just a great video. 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yeah, but how's that relevant? 

 

Q.  I don't know. 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  So how come when TW ruled the world, how come they never showed 

all his bad things that he did?  He ruled the world for 15 years.  How come you didn't show 

all his bad stuff?  You only showed all his good stuff.  

 

Q.  Well, you're treating your putters better now obviously.  The Sunday putter, what 

is it? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Like I said, it's just a matter of I always -- people ask me all the time.  I 

travel with two, three putters every week because again, that's the key to me.  Even when I 

play terrible I can at least keep it around the golf course or whatever.  If I can just get the ball 

in the hole, I'm going to be around that leaderboard a lot because I can still play. 

 

Q.  Might this one earn a right to be used on Friday now? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yeah, that's what I said, it will start out on Friday in Branson unless 

Tuesday and Wednesday it's terrible, but it will start out probably.  But see, it's the exact 

same putter as the other one, it's just a different -- I went from pure silver to all black, but it's 

the same putter.  Again, it's just different.  Looking for that spark.  And when I made the putt 

on 5 it was like, oh, I just made a long one. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What putter did you use in Tucson, a different one than today?  

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yeah, yeah, well, yeah.  The one I used in Tucson the first two days was 

an experiment.  A lot of people nowadays are using those long grips and they're still gripping 

it normal but the grip is coming out, so I tried that, the counterbalance and all that.  I did that 

with a Kombi putter the first two days and on Saturday, I putted like a dog on Saturday, I 

couldn't even come close.  I threw the experiment out and I went back to the putter I've been 

putting with the last couple years.  That putter putted all three days in Mississippi and that 

putter putted the first two days here, and Mississippi and here weren't any good so I went to 

the black one. 

 

Q.  A lot of guys when they get to their late 40s start counting the days until they turn 

50.  You were not in any hurry to get out here? 
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WOODY AUSTIN:  No.  I got asked all the time, that was the funny thing, but the competitor 

in me didn't want, I didn't want to come out here because, again, this to me is my retirement.  

So that whole thing, like I said, it goes back to hitting balls and whatever.  I don't want to go 

to the range and hit a ton of balls.  I've been doing that for 25 years.  This is supposed to be 

fun.  Sure, you want to play good, but I'm not about to try and act like I'm 25 years old and 

go hit balls for three hours a day, go in the trailer and work out a couple hours a day.  I could 

care less about that. 

 

Q.  And the fact that a lot of the guys who get in their late 40s are not really 

competitive out here and want to get out here and be competitive out here.  Did you 

expect once you got here because you could still play on the regular tour, did you 

come out here and think that you should be able to do pretty well out here? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  I figured that I should.  The fact that I stayed competitive out there into 

my 50s, I felt like I should be able to make the transition, which I think I have done pretty 

well.  I think I'm over 50-some percent in top 10s in my small little start to my career.  Again, 

I feel like the way the game has changed as far as ball striking and whatever, I've kept my 

ball striking up well enough to where once I went from there to here, that I'm still at the upper 

echelon as far as ball striking out here. 

 

Q.  Pulling for the Cavs?  

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  No, I was actually pulling for Detroit.  I like the underdog, I really do, 

especially in basketball.  I mean, I love Golden State because they play the game the right 

way.  They have what you would consider a true basketball team from every standpoint.  I 

like teams like them.  Obviously I like San Antonio because, again, love the teams that play 

basketball the way I learned basketball, and that is a team oriented, unselfish, do what you 

have to do for your teammates and for your team to win and not try and build a franchise 

because of one person or even two.  I love to see that. 

 

Q.  Can you take us through the second playoff hole?  You're lining up for the long 

putt, you know you're in pretty good shape.  Can you take us through what you were 

thinking?  

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Basically all I was thinking is don't even think about trying to make it.  It 

is downhill, it is quick.  I don't care if you look goofy and leave it short, just feed it down 

there, just feed it down there.  I was real happy that it was the perfect speed where I could 

just tap it in because the one on the first playoff hole wasn't very good. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  Thanks, Woody.  How far was that putt on 18 on the second hole?  

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  The second time, the first one? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Yeah. 
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WOODY AUSTIN:  I don't know, 20 feet maybe, maybe a little more.  20 feet probably.  The 

key was the second one was only about three, four inches.    
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