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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:   COLIN MONTGOMERIE  
April 16, 2016  
 

DAVE SENKO:  Colin, 6 under, finished with four birdies in your last five holes.  Maybe just 

talk about your day and then we'll get your birdies. 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yep, yep, fine.  I enjoyed playing with Miguel Angel Jimenez and 

I respect Woody Austin as well, so it was a good group.  Woody was 3 under, Miguel was 5 

under and I was 6 under, so that's the best group out there today so it was nice to be part of 

that.  And it's always nice to beat Miguel when he's playing as well as he is, it's always nice 

to beat him by one at least.  But it's only two-thirds of the way.  Got in position to do well.  

I've always enjoyed this course.  I played a few BellSouth Classics here in my time before 

the Masters and always enjoyed the course.  I don't enjoy the walks between the greens and 

the tees, but apart from that, hole to hole it's very, very good, this course.  And it's great 

because we've got decent weather for a change.  We've got lovely blue skies.  We've been 

very unlucky at the BellSouth and also this event in the past years regarding the weather.  

So it's great that we've got a dry Saturday and hopefully one tomorrow, too. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Your birdies on the back nine. 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  No. 11, they put the tee back on 11 again so that was a good 

5-iron in there and a good 30-footer for a birdie and that got me back to 2 under for the day.  

Then I had a run of three birdies there, 14, 15, 16.  No. 14 was a four-footer, 15 was an 

eight-footer and 16 was a three-footer, so the irons are okay. 

 

And 18 I hit two woods onto the back edge of the green and rolled my first putt way, way by 

a good 12-foot by and I holed the one coming back which was very good, very important to 

finish that way.  So dinner tastes better when you've holed a 12-footer for birdie at the last.  

You don't want to three-putt the last, that would have been silly. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What was No. 5 that you made your only bogey, what happened there?  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, it was bizarre really.  I hit the fairway, an 8-iron down there 

and it plugged right on the hazard line just short, about a foot short of the putting surface.  If 

the ball sort of hits the hazard line or touches the line in any way, it's in the hazard as 

opposed to out of bounds.  You've got to be clear of the line to be out.  You can be touching 

the out-of-bounds line and in bounds but not in a hazard.  So I had to play it.  It was plugged, 

it was buried in there and I had to play it.  I sort of chipped out there to 20-foot and missed it 

so that was a bogey.  It was a wee bit unfortunate to be honest. 

 

Q.  You mentioned how much better the weather was this year but there was still a 

little bit of wind.  How much was that to contend with today? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, a lot.  The first hole, I had three clubs out.  I started with an 

8, I went to a 9, I eventually hit 7.  That's the way it was swirling around.  It was very, very 
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difficult, very difficult to -- I think the scoring, I mean obviously I played very well myself but I 

think the scoring is quite phenomenal.  I think it's very, very good as I've always said out 

here.  You don't come here and shoot 72 and expect to be on the leaderboard.  It's a good 

golf course, too.  Very tough. 

 

Q.  When you do open with a 72, you have to believe there's potential to get back in it 

with a round like you just had? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, you know, you open with 72, I mean a lot of us would have 

taken a 72 yesterday morning.  It was quite cool yesterday morning and very, very breezy as 

well, so 72 I thought was okay.  Only 4 behind, that wasn't too bad.  So today 66 pushed me 

up but the likes of Bernhard Langer, he was 3 over yesterday, now he's 6 under again.  He'll 

never give up.  You know he doesn't, so you might as well follow suit really.  It's a bit 

annoying.  (Laughs.) 

 

Q.  Prospects tomorrow.  Obviously you've got to go pretty low to win this thing, 

right? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, it seems, yes.  If the wind is dying down ever so slightly 

tomorrow, which I think the forecast is, you've got to -- I've got to be looking at 66 again to 

have a chance, yes.  You've got to be 3 under both sides to have an opportunity here.  

That's the quality, that's what you're looking at out here.  I thought when I joined the 

Champions Tour, I thought this would be a bit of a holiday, you know, but it's not.  This is 

serious stuff.  I thought this was sort of a retirement tour.  Hardly.  Cripe, hardly. 

 

Q.  So will Miguel buy your wine for a tasty dinner tonight?   

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, I'm not really a drinker, so he can have as many -- nor a 

smoker, so he can have as many bloody cigars and wine as he wants.  I hope he has a 

whole bottle and then gives us all a chance because he's won here before.  

 

Q.  About the guy on top, Wes Short, do you know him? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, I do.  I played with Wes at Biloxi, the last tournament we had 

before the Masters.  Hit the ball extremely well, hits the ball a very long way.  I didn't know 

him on tour days.  I don't think he played much on the tour, did he?  Obviously 8 under and 

going well, so it will be game on tomorrow, there's no question.   

 

I would love to try and win.  I've had 49 victories as a pro and by definition that means the 

next one's 50.  That's a milestone.  I'm not great at math, but that's okay, I can get that far.  

And it's a milestone in anyone's career, 50 professional wins.  So I would love to try and 

achieve that sometime, whether it's tomorrow or whether it's down the road, it doesn't 

really -- I would love to get to 50 one day, yeah. 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/mitsubishi-electric-classic-2016/

