
1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    TOM WATSON 
April 15, 2016  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, Tom, thanks for joining us.  Good start, 4-under 68 today.  Just talk 

about your day.  Looked like five birdies and just a bogey at 15. 

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, I putted for 18 birdies today, so I hit the ball well.  I putted from the 

fringe I think four or five times, but I putted for birdies on every hole, which I like that.  That's 

pretty good on this golf course.  The wind is blowing and I was very happy about the way I 

hit the ball.   

 

I started off pretty well.  I made a birdie at the short 13th, and then I made a really good 

breaking putt at the 14th.  Then I three-putted from about 12 feet at the 15th.  Then I made a 

putt from off the fringe at the 18th from about 35 feet.  That was a nice birdie.  And I hit it in 

the right bunker in two and kind of chugged it out of there.  Then hit a good shot into 2, 

birdied that from about eight feet, six or eight feet.  Then it was pretty long for a 66-year old.  

I knocked it on the 565-yard par 5 No. 6 and I had an eagle putt there and I missed the 

eagle putt from about 15 feet, so I made a birdie there.  I had to make about a five- or 

six-footer on the last hole to save par from the fringe, I left it short, choking dog up the hill.  

Then I made the putt and it was a good end of the round, and I'm very happy obviously 

about the way I played and obviously about my position. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Conditions wind-wise today, how much of a factor was that?  

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, the wind, it was definitely a factor, but I guess they played the 11th 

hole short today.  That was going to be a factor if we played that hole into the wind but we 

played it short today.  Hit an 8-iron into there rather than back there hitting 4-iron over the 

water there.  That probably would have been the toughest shot today.  Then for the most 

part the wind down in the valleys like that, the wind doesn't affect you all that much but there 

is some effect.  The fifth hole, it affects the drive there, knock it way down there at 5 

downwind from the top of the hill there.  It helped at No. 6 off the tee.  Got a good hit there 

and rolled it down there, I don't know, had to be pretty close to 300 yards probably.  Pretty 

good for a 66-year old. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What were your putts on 13 and 14?  

 

TOM WATSON:  13 and 14 I made it from about 12 feet at 13 and from about 20 feet at 14. 

 

Q.  There was obviously no Masters hangover, I guess? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, I played pretty well the second round and I putted lousy in the 

second round.  I could have made the cut but not at all like the first round.  I made 

everything in the first round and hit the ball lousy, and I go into the second round and said all 

right, if I can just get the game going.  You know how the game is, how you got one part of 
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the game going and the other part fails.  In other words, the reverse on Friday at Augusta.  I 

hit the ball pretty darn well and the putter left me.  All in all, I had a good idea on the practice 

round on Monday that I was going to hit the ball pretty well.  I made an adjustment in my 

swing and it carried on through today.  I don't know if that adjustment's going to work 

tomorrow but I hope it does. 

 

Q.  Are you familiar with the history of who the oldest winner on the Champions Tour 

is? 

 

TOM WATSON:  No, I'm not.  Fill me in. 

 

Q.  What's his first name? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Mike Fetchick, 63. 

 

TOM WATSON:  63? 

 

Q.  Yeah. 

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, we'll cross that bridge when it comes to it, if we come to it.  Thanks 

for putting the pressure on me.  C'mon, you guys, jeez.  Now I'm going to be shaking on the 

first hole tomorrow.   

 

That's the beautiful thing about the tour here.  Look at Bernhard Langer last week, 58 years 

old.  He was in position to win the tournament.  Obviously he had a bad last round, but he 

played awfully well the first three rounds, really well at 58 years old.  The game, there's 

longevity in the game.  The guys keep themselves in good shape.  We are allowed to play 

the senior tour, I'm sorry, the PGA -- what is it called, the PGA TOUR Champions, is that the 

official name? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Yeah. 

 

TOM WATSON:  Okay.  We're allowed to play the PGA TOUR Champions and that keeps 

us competitive.  Honestly, it keeps us competitive.  When we go play against the kids 

sometimes, we still have a little bit left in the tank, although that course last week is way too 

uphill for me anymore.  I can't get there anymore. 

 

Q.  Speaking of Bernhard, he always says when he comes here it's a good follow from 

the Masters, he thinks the course has similar features.  

 

TOM WATSON:  There are similar features.  You've got some big contours in the greens 

you have to deal with like you do at Augusta.  This course is a beautiful golf course.  I mean, 

just the views that you have, the shots that you play.  It really is a beautiful golf course.  And 

it plays, it's a tough golf course, it's not easy. 
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Q.  Following up on that, you've only played in this tournament once since it's been a 

senior tour event here, maybe because it's the proximity to the Masters.  Having said 

goodbye playing-wise anyway at Augusta, do you feel like you're going to play this 

tournament more often now? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Frankly, I have a relationship with Mitsubishi Electric but I do like this golf 

course.  Yes, I will play this the next couple of years at least if it doesn't get too long for me.  

You know, Bernhard was asking me today, he said, What's your swing speed?  I said, The 

Trackman says 101, maybe 102.  I said, What's yours?  He said, Well, a couple years ago it 

was 104.   

 

I think the average swing speed on the tour, the kids, I think is like 108 or 110, something 

like that.  We're shorter but we're straighter. 

 

Q.  You were not the only former British Open champ up here, nice to see Todd 

Hamilton up there.  Surprised to see him in that position? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Not at all.  Todd's a good player.  He has had struggles.  It's a funny game.  

It could be your best friend or your worst enemy.  When it's going bad, you know, it's like 

Stan said and Jack said when I was playing really lousy back in the late '80s and early '90s.  

Stan Thirsk, my pro, and Jack said, You'll get better as you get older.  Well, that's great.  

What can you do for me now?  It's a game that it's easy to get frustrated, but on the other 

hand you've got to realize that the game gives you something, too.  If you stay around it long 

enough, it will give you something.   

 

You see this all the time with players.  Jump in there, win a tournament there kind of on their 

last legs.  What happened?  Well, it's like Bruce Edwards, my caddie, used to say when I 

was playing lousy.  I got on the practice tee and I would be practicing for two to three or four 

hours.  He always waited for those words, those three words:  I've got it.   

 

Or you make adjustments, you make adjustments, you work at it and you get your swing and 

you get it, and then it's time to put it to the test the next day.  You get feedback, you get 

confirmation.   

 

That's what happened to me at the U.S. Open and I won it that day in 1982, I was playing 

like (indiscernible.)  I couldn't hit it in the fairway, I was hitting so far offline though.  

Fortunately, I was hitting it where the gallery was so I had some shots.  If I hit it just off the 

fairway, I was dead.  I was in stuff like that you couldn't move it.  Somehow I scrambled 

around and shot a couple even par rounds.  It was a miracle.   

 

And then on Friday afternoon I go to the practice tee for a couple hours.  Last half hour, I've 

got it.  I got tighter with my swing.  It's like Carl did, got Ben Crenshaw with his golf swing 

when he won his last Masters.  Carl said, Keep it a little bit tighter with your arms and your 

turn together like this.  That's what I tried to do, that's what I did and then I started striping 

the ball the last two rounds of the U.S. Open.  Helped to make every putt and a lucky chip on 
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the last hole to win it.   

 

If you play the game long enough it turns around, but it also turns around the other way, too.  

Look at Jordan Spieth last week.  What I liked about what Jordan said last week was that he 

said, I had my B-minus game and I needed my A game.  And he was honest with himself.  

He said, That's the way I played.  You could tell the way he drove the ball, he drove the ball 

to the right a bunch of times in the trees Friday, Saturday and Sunday and it was just -- but 

the thing is you can win with your B-minus game.  You can win.  I did it a number of times 

actually on the tour, winning with my B-minus game, because I relied on my short game and 

I would make a bunch of putts and I would keep the disasters from happening.  I would win 

tournaments that way. 

 

Q.  The group you were in today from (inaudible) perspective it would seem to be that 

was contrasting personalities.  Bernhard Langer and Jimenez.  We've seen Jimenez 

entertain us here when he won a couple years ago.  What's it like playing with those 

two?  

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, they're consummate professionals.  They both really can play.  You 

know, that's why I'm out here, to be able to play and perform when the gun's at your head.  

That's what I'm doing out here.  I'm 66 years old, but that's why I'm out here is to compete 

when the gun goes off, when you have to perform, you have to hit the shots.  When I do hit 

the shot, that gives me satisfaction.  That's why I'm out here.  I don't hit the shot, I don't hit 

the shots maybe as consistently as I used to, but I still believe that I can. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thank you, Tom. 

 

TOM WATSON:  Thank you. 
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