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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    MARK O’MEARA 
April 15, 2016  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, Mark, 4-under 68 today, maybe just get us started and talk about your 

round.  Five birdies and then the bogey at No. 9 to finish. 

 

MARK O'MEARA:  Yeah, obviously it was pretty tough out there with the wind swirling 

around.  You know, it's not an easy golf course by any means, but I played well, kept my 

composure pretty good I thought, didn't make many mistakes.  Actually ran it over the edge 

a few times, had some birdies, didn't really make a lot of long putts for birdies but just made 

a good par save on No. 3, which kind of kept it going.  Then obviously birdied 4, 5 and 6 or 

something like that, 5, 6, 7.  Yeah, 5, 6, 7. 

 

But yeah, the bogey on the last hole, I hit an okay drive.  I kind of pulled it on the left side but 

it hit the hillside, went down in the fairway.  But I had a huge clump of mud on the right side 

of my ball and I hit 6-iron to the green and it just came -- it's not an easy shot obviously with 

the pin over on the right, you just don't know where it's going to go with mud on it.  I know 

when mud's to the right, it usually goes left, but I had a hard time sitting there aiming straight 

at the flag.  I was aiming at the left side of the green and the ball just took off straight left and 

then it still had mud on it over there to the left.  Pitched it down there to about 10 feet or 

something like that and just hung it on the edge.  It was disappointing ending with a bogey 

but that's a difficult hole, the 9th hole, and it's nice to get off to a good start and hopefully I 

can play well on the weekend.  

 

DAVE SENKO:  Birdie on No. 10, do you remember?  

 

MARK O'MEARA:  Yeah, I hit a good drive, I laid up with a rescue club and hit a 9-iron to 

about eight feet, made that putt for birdie.  Then on No. 13 I hit a good drive up just short of 

the green, didn't hit that great a pitch but pitched it to about probably 14 feet, 15 feet, made 

that for birdie.  Then parred around and had a couple chances, like I said.  Then a good 

save on 3.  And then on 5 I hit a good drive and hit a pitching wedge to about 14 feet, made 

that for birdie.  No. 6, the par 5, I hit a drive in the right rough, hit a 5-iron layup, hit a sand 

wedge to about maybe eight feet, made that for birdie, 10 feet.  No. 7 I hit a good drive and a 

pitching wedge to about 10 feet again, 12 feet, made that for birdie.  And then obviously the 

par on 8 and the bogey on 9. 

 

Q.  Kind of a tradition here the last couple years that first day you often see a lot of 

guys bunched up on the top of the leaderboard and Saturday they start to get moving 

there and today is no exception. 

 

MARK O'MEARA:  Well, I think like the thing about out here on the Champions Tour is that 

the guys can still play extremely well.  I mean, they're very good.  Certainly Tom Watson's 

round today certainly is evident just how capable, even though we are moving on in our age, 

he still plays like some unreal golf.  It's just unbelievable.  What Bernhard Langer did last 
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week and certainly the birdies that I made last year at Augusta, there will be no backing up 

on these guys so you've got to go out and play well.  A lot around here is obviously going to 

depend upon the weather and the wind.  If the wind's blowing, the scores aren't going to be 

that low and that's probably why they're a little more bunched up today.   

 

I thought they did a good job setting up the course.  You had to play well.  Around here, I 

mean I think you have to do everything pretty well.  You've got to drive it good, you've got to 

be accurate with your irons on distance control, and then when you miss a green you've got 

to rely on your short game and you've got to make putts.  To win any tournament, you've got 

to putt well.  Hopefully on the weekend I can play good tomorrow and give myself a chance 

come Sunday. 

 

Q.  You mentioned Tom.  Would you have suspected that he might have had a little bit 

of a falloff after the emotions of last week? 

 

MARK O'MEARA:  I never underestimate Tom Watson.  You know, every time I play with 

him, he breaks his age.  I mean, I played with him on Saturday in Hualalai this year and he 

shot 64 or 5 or whatever he shot.  I played with him at Newport Beach a few years ago, he 

shot 64.  Tom Watson's one of the all-time greats in the game of golf in my mind.   

 

For me, it goes way back because my very first tournament that I ever won on the PGA 

TOUR was in 1984, the Milwaukee Open and I played with Tom Watson in the final group on 

Saturday and Sunday.  To win your first PGA TOUR tournament playing with at the time the 

best player in the world was a tremendous honor for me.  We've competed together on 

Ryder Cup teams, he's been my partner.  You know, he doesn't cease to amaze me.  Even 

like what we saw last week at Augusta his first round and then even coming down the 

stretch playing as well as he did like hitting that putt like he hit on the 18th hole, I mean, 

that's Tom Watson.  He's that good.  So I wouldn't be surprised to see him play well again 

tomorrow and have a chance, too.   

 

But there's a lot of other guys that are right there.  I think anybody can go out there and post 

a really good score tomorrow if the wind lies down a little bit more.  Then, like you were 

saying, it could be a little bit of a shootout Saturday and Sunday.  We saw what Billy 

Andrade did last year shooting 8 under that second round, it's a pretty good score around 

here. 

 

Q.  Coming off your own Masters experience how did you feel about your game 

coming here? 

 

MARK O'MEARA:  I've been working on it pretty hard.  I was disappointed at Augusta that I 

didn't play better.  I drove the ball okay.  My iron play was really bad.  Obviously I shot 

77-80, that's never any fun.  But I felt like I can still drive it far enough out there to still 

somewhat compete.  Like I said last year I came here, I think I finished 22nd there last year 

at Augusta, tied for third most birdies behind Jordan and Justin Rose.  As long as I can still 

play a little bit I love that tournament.  I mean, the Masters tournament is what it's all about.   
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For me at a young age to go there when I did in '80 as the U.S. Amateur champion and not 

play very well and not knowing if I would ever play in the Masters again, and then 18 years 

later stood on the 18th green and made a putt to win the Masters.  Yeah, it doesn't get any 

better, it's very special.  Hopefully I think my game is in an okay spot.  I wouldn't say that I'm 

hitting it great.  I thought I managed myself well today, I hit a lot of good shots when it was 

kind of required.  But we'll have to get out there and keep plugging along and hopefully it will 

be better tomorrow, make a few more putts. 
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