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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   TOM BYRUM  
April 15, 2016  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, Tom, thanks for joining us, 4 under-68 today in windy conditions.  

Maybe get us started, talk about your day and then we'll get some questions.  

 

TOM BYRUM:  Just stayed patient the first few holes.  It was windy and kind of cool and I 

made a lot of pars there.  Started on the back, so finally made a birdie on, what was that, 15.  

Then made a nice up-and-down after hitting the wrong club on 16.  Then made a nice birdie 

at 18 and turned a couple under and got right after it again and made birdie at 1.  Bogeyed 

2, which is just another miss-club, and then made some nice pars.  Struggled a little in there 

but nothing bad happened.  Then made a nice birdie on the par 5, was that 6?  Yeah, 6.  

And then made a really nice birdie on 7 and got it up and down at 8 after hitting a poor tee 

shot.  And then 9, three-putted for a bogey. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What were your birdies?  On 15? 

 

TOM BYRUM:  That was probably 10 or 12 at least, 12, 15 feet past the hole a little to the 

right. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And then 18. 

 

TOM BYRUM:  No. 18 I got it up and -- I hit just over the green in two and hit a bunker shot 

out about three feet, two feet.  No. 1, hit it about probably 10 feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  You said you misclubbed on 2.  What did you hit?  

 

TOM BYRUM:  I hit a pitching wedge and kind of felt like we thought the wind was helping, it 

actually turned out to be a little hurt, so it was the wrong club. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  No. 3, birdie? 

 

TOM BYRUM:  Yeah, I made a long putt on 3, probably a 25-footer on 3. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And back-to-back.  No. 6, the par 5. 

 

TOM BYRUM:  Yeah, hit a nice wedge up there about six inches.  Then I hit a 9-iron about 

eight, 10 feet on the par 4 7th. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  How much was the wind a factor today?  

 

TOM BYRUM:  Pretty much.  I mean, there was a lot of wind, squirrely wind.  Even though 

you couldn't feel it all the time, you kind of had to play in it because part of the time you 

didn't feel it where you were but it was blowing up by the hole.  I never really saw it switching 
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around too bad except coming in it seemed like it started switching around more out of the 

east than it was.  It was more out of the northeast starting out and really got around to east 

coming in, and maybe even a little out of the south it felt like, which I can't imagine it was. 

 

Q.  Top 15 here last year.  How does this course suit you? 

 

TOM BYRUM:  Apparently it's pretty good.  I guess I don't think of it as a course that 

I'm -- it's kind of, you know, A to B here a little bit.  You've got to be patient and the greens 

are fast and you've got to be in the right -- keep it under the hole if you can.  It's hard to do, 

so you have to putt defensively when you get above the holes.  Just because you're hitting 

the greens, it's not an automatic two-putt.  Those are my kind of conditions where you've got 

to just hang in there, make pars, make a few birdies, you don't have to go really low all the 

time.  If you get a good round in during the week and then wait for a couple more solid 

rounds, see what happens.  Usually pans out. 

 

Q.  I believe you played this tournament one other time here.  How familiar were you 

with the course coming in? 

 

TOM BYRUM:  Well, I played here on the tour quite a bit. 

 

Q.  So you are familiar with it? 

 

TOM BYRUM:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Talk about your game this year. 

 

TOM BYRUM:  Yeah, it's been good, I struggled with the putter a little after my top 10 in the 

first week for me at Boca.  I went to Naples and did okay, didn't putt as good as I did the 

week before.  Then Tucson I did not putt well.  I hit it pretty good and didn't make many putts 

on those overseeded greens.  I don't know, I just have trouble on them.  And Mississippi was 

kind of both, I didn't hit it that great or putt it that great, didn't manage it very well but still 

finished decent.  That's probably the best I finished in Mississippi.  So scrapping out better 

bad finishes this year than I had in the past.  It's been a good year so far, fairly good.  Feel 

like I'm playing better, move solid. 

 

Q.  Talking about fast greens, this would be a huge test (inaudible)? 

 

TOM BYRUM:  Yeah, they're in great shape, these greens putt really well.  Fairways are 

good.  That wind is what, I don't know what the scoreboard is, I haven't seen a score, so I 

guess that wind's going to make it stuff.  Especially starting out it was pretty tough.  I don't 

know if it's calmed down a little bit or not. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Gusts were up to 25 they said. 

 

TOM BYRUM:  You could look pretty foolish if you caught that gust, if you're over a shot and 
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you're hitting it, then next thing you know the ball's just climbing.  A lot of that kind of thing 

happens in the wind.  Or like I did on 16, just kind of didn't feel like I hit a hard shot and it 

one-bounced right over the green.  It's just hard to judge at times. 

 

Q.  You mentioned about starting out on the back nine.  It's different for different 

courses, did that make any difference today?  

 

TOM BYRUM:  Not really, I don't think so.  I mean, you still have some pretty good holes, 

but I don't know.  It's not like on the front there aren't some good holes starting out.  No. 1 

you're going to -- it's not that bad in this wind, the direction.  But then 3 and 4, pretty good.  

That par 5 is pretty good, it's a tough tee shot with that wind.  No. 4 obviously into that wind 

the whole time, so that's a hard hole.  I just got lucky and made a long putt.  I hit it away from 

the pin.  I knew the putt and just had the right pace on it. 
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