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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:    TONY FINAU  
March 27, 2016  
 
 

MODERATOR:  Tony Finau, congratulations on your first career PGA TOUR victory at the 

Puerto Rico Open at Coco Beach.  It didn't quite come at exactly 72 holes, but you certainly 

got the job done.  I know that's a big monkey after your back getting that first PGA TOUR 

win.  Projected to move I think inside the top 25 in the FedExCup standings.  Just a few 

comments on winning here in Puerto Rico for your first career PGA TOUR victory. 

 

TONY FINAU:  Thank you.  I think I'm still a little bit overwhelmed.  It probably hasn't all 

sunk in.  But it played tough out there and I knew I needed a good score coming down the 

stretch.  I played really nicely today.  I made a bad swing at 15, but outside of that I held it 

together pretty nicely coming in.  You know, in regulation it was a putt that I kind of dreamed 

of making my whole life.  It's a putt that you practice for your first PGA TOUR victory or just 

for any PGA TOUR victory, so I was a little bit bummed that that sneaked by the hole 

because I hit a really good putt, but I was happy I had another chance at it and was able to 

make the second one.  The next time I had to make it for the win.  Yeah, definitely I feel like 

a monkey off my back moving forward and it's my new favorite place, I love Puerto Rico 

now. 

 

MODERATOR:  How about the two birdies at 9 and 10, how pivotal, motivating were those?  

 

TONY FINAU:  Yeah, that was huge.  Anytime you have a lead, anybody can make a run 

out here so I had to keep my foot on the gas pedal I felt like and make birdies coming in.  

That was my mindset and I think it has to be.  These are the best players in the world and 

they're all chasing me down after nine holes.  That was my goal, just give myself a lot of 

looks coming down the stretch, but those were pivotal to take more than a one-shot lead.  A 

one-shot lead I think on a golf course like this can go away real fast.  I had a little bit of 

cushion coming down the stretch and I was happy to get the job done. 

 

MODERATOR:  Now that that piece of crystal belongs to you, I think it's probably okay to 

talk about this.  Coming into the week, you weren't exactly on your A game. 

 

TONY FINAU:  Right. 

 

MODERATOR:  You struggled, but then the final round of Bay Hill you shot a 5 under 67.  Is 

there something that clicked, something that turned around?  

 

TONY FINAU:  Yeah, for sure.  That's the luxury of playing solo last year.  I had the luxury of 

knowing I have every week to play and perform every week.  I took a lot of momentum from 

that 67.  It's a tough golf course at Bay Hill but I definitely trusted more what I was doing in 

the offseason and what I worked on with my coach and it just dragged right into this week.  

It's been a great week and it's been a lot of fun to be a part of. 
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Q.  Tony, can you say if you learned anything today with what you had to deal with, 

maybe the mental toughness of missing that putt in regulation and having to go 

through two playoff holes? 

 

TONY FINAU:  Yeah.  I tried to just stay in the moment really.  That's what I learned from 

last year.  You can never look too far ahead and you can't look back, either.  You've got to 

focus on the here and now.  I did a really good job of that today even though that putt 

slipped by in regulation for the win, I knew I still didn't lose the tournament.  I needed to 

refocus and get ready to play 18 again.  That's what it takes out here I feel like to win.  And 

now that I have that feeling, it's pretty special. 

 

Q.  Last year's champion, Alex Cejka, said winning here was life changing.  Do you 

feel that way?  I know it's fresh.  

 

TONY FINAU:  Yeah, very fresh.  Yeah, I feel like this can do wonders for my career to kind 

of springboard moving forward.  I taught myself, I think more than anything else I taught 

myself that I can play under immense pressure and I can play at the highest level and I can 

win.  I didn't treat this as a lot of the best players in the world aren't here type of tournament.  

I feel like it's tough to win at this level any tournament you play in.  I do feel like I beat a lot of 

the best players in the world and I'm proud just moving forward to know that I have won out 

here, I have that experience, and next time I'm in the in this case of it, I've done it before and 

I've won.  That's the biggest thing about just getting over the hump is winning.  You can 

come close I feel like a lot.  That's why there's so much pressure when you're out they're 

coming down the stretch, you've got a one-shot lead, two-shot lead, you're tied, whatever 

the case is, I feel like you can come close a lot.  Getting the job done is a lot different and 

I'm ecstatic that I was able to do that today. 

 

Q.  Last year you were a strong contender for Rookie of the Year.  Having this win 

now, do you feel like it came sooner than you thought it would or later? 

 

TONY FINAU:  I feel like it's great timing.  I don't know that I -- my expectations this year 

was to win.  I wasn't looking at Ryder Cup, I wasn't looking at getting in the top 30 at the 

FedExCup.  I feel like winning just takes care of that.  That's what my goal was every week 

that I teed it up.  As Doug mentioned earlier, I wasn't playing the best golf for sure, I was 

struggling a little bit, but all it takes is a good week.  As he mentioned, I shot 67 in the final 

round of Arnold Palmer and found something and stuck with it and tried to simplify it this 

week and it worked.   

 

My coach tells me all the time, I think he says people win golf tournaments, not necessarily 

their game.  It really comes from within.  So I've taught myself that I won at the mini tour 

level, I won at the Web.com Tour level, and I do feel like I'm a champion and now I've won at 

the PGA TOUR level.  Moving forward, I hope I can kind of spring off this and continue 

moving forward in my career. 

 

MODERATOR:  Speaking of that, we've got a question from Canada, the Mackenzie Tour.  
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You spent time out there and you're now actually the second former player on that Tour, 

Nick Taylor being the other, to win on the PGA TOUR.  How much did that tour mean to you 

to help get you to the player you are now?  

 

TONY FINAU:  Yeah, it meant a lot.  I learned how to travel and I learned how to play while 

you're traveling far distances.  I think a lot of great players were on the tour in 2013, 

Mackenzie Canadian Tour, and I loved my time there.  I learned how to compete and that 

was the year, if I don't go through the Canadian Tour, I don't think I get my Web.com Tour 

card at Qualifying School.  But as soon as I finished Canadian Tour, I went right into 

Qualifying School so I was fresh.  It taught me how to compete and it was the year, it was a 

life-changing year for me.  I got through Qualifying School.  The Canadian Tour meant a lot. 

 

Q.  (Question about Rafael Campos.)  

 

TONY FINAU:  Yeah, Raphael Campos was amazing.  He played awesome all week and 

you knew whenever he hit a great shot, the cheers were a lot different for him than anybody 

else, as it should be.  It's always a tough task to play at home and play well.  There's a lot 

more pressure.  I've done it before on the Web.com Tour event in Utah, but this is the 

highest level and he has a home game.  It's tough to perform, but he did a great job and I'm 

sure I'm going to be competing against him on a weekly basis here pretty soon so I wish him 

the best.  It's an awesome to see somebody from Puerto Rico represent so well.  

 

MODERATOR:  My last question is this certainly opens a lot of doors for you, Hawaii next 

year being one of them. 

 

TONY FINAU:  Yeah, that will be cool, Kapalua. 

 

MODERATOR:  And tournaments you wouldn't otherwise be in.  You probably haven't had a 

chance to really think about it, but is there a sense of relief that you do have these additional 

tournaments?  I realize you're qualified for a lot of them to begin with, just the fact that 

you've got that two-year exemption?  

 

TONY FINAU:  Exactly, yeah, 100 percent.  I kind of found myself the last few weeks 

leading up to this week kind of playing and, all right, where's the cut line.  It's a lot different 

playing to make the cut.  Really, it's about winning.  It's just what it's about.   

 

Now that I've taken care of this week, that's what my goals are going to be moving forward.  

I don't have to worry about how many points do I have on the FedExCup, at least for this 

year and next year.  I think there's going to be a sense of freedom that I'm going to be able 

to play with and I think that's going to be fun.  I think that's going to be different because it 

hasn't quite sunk in that I'm playing on the PGA TOUR through whatever, 2018 or whatever 

the case is.  It's really cool.  And again, I think I'm going to be able to play with more freedom 

now. 
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