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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:   RAFAEL CAMPOS  
March 25, 2016  
 
 

 

Q.  The first Puerto Rican to hold a PGA TOUR lead since Chi Chi Rodriguez in 1979.  

Were you as calm on the inside as you appeared on the outside?   

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  I really was.  The truth is I feel really comfortable on this golf course 

and especially having my family, friends, girlfriend and the support behind me.  It doesn't 

really matter what I do out there as long as I have fun and kind of motivate the younger kids 

from here in Puerto Rico to play.  I really was that calm.  I felt really relaxed.  I didn't really 

feel that much pressure at all.  Yeah, it felt good. 

 

Q.  You took some very aggressive lines on the golf course today.  Will you continue 

to do that this weekend? 

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  No, the truth, I won't.  Yesterday I played really conservative and I'm 

feeling my golf swing is right there.  Today I took (inaudible) like five times, which was just 

kind of a struggle.  But no, I really think I'm going to play a little bit more conservative, really 

decide which holes I'm going to attack and which ones I should just put the ball in play and 

kind of go from there. 

 

Q.  In your home here of Puerto Rico, what would it mean to you to have a chance 

coming down the wire on Sunday to win?  

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  It would be awesome.  I get goosebumps right now just thinking about 

it.  I really don't want to think about that but it would be an honor just to be in contention that 

final day.  A really great boost for me, especially like personal like in my career and all that.  

But just to see the fans.  I know people will come tomorrow, a lot more people, and it would 

be great to be in contention and kind of be in that hunt in the last few holes to win this 

tournament. 
 

Q.  Rafa, 1-under 71 today, 9 under for the tournament so far.  Just talk about your 

comfort level out there and what it's been like to be in this position so far.  

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  It feels great, it really does feel great to be in this position.  I'm really 

relaxed.  Ironically enough, I really feel very relaxed out there.  Not really thinking of my 

swing, I'm not really thinking of the problems out there, I'm actually enjoying it.  It feels really 

relaxed.  I like being in this position, I really do.  It makes me feel actually a little more 

comfortable knowing I'm playing good golf.  That's a reassurance for myself, so it feels good, 

it really does. 

 

Q.  Take me through that birdie on No. 2.  You just made your first bogey of the 

tournament on 1 and just talk about how important that was for your confidence to 
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bounce back the next hole.  

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  It really was important, yeah.  On 1 I kind of took a little aggressive 

line, that was a pin you really don't want to go for.  Felt good, I just made birdie.  I'm like 

finally I made a good birdie.  But short-sided myself.  I hit a poor putt, I really did.  But that 

hole No. 2, after a poor chip I thought the ball was going to react a little bit softer.  This 

paspalum grass, sometimes it just sticks and other times it just kips, so making that like 

25-footer, 20-footer, that really gave me a good boost.  A little too much actually because I 

started being a little too aggressive afterwards but it really did give me some confidence to 

kind of relax myself and keep enjoying it and keep hitting some shots. 

 

Q.  Speaking of being relaxed, how critical has the support been out here for you in 

terms of when you get down or you need an extra little boost here and there, how big 

has that been having your family and friends around here?  

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  It's huge, it really is huge.  Yeah, there's a couple shots out there I 

thought I was in the water and whenever the people like realized it was safe, they would kind 

of really -- I'm like, guys, you do not know how bad that swing was.  It's great just having so 

much support, so many people coming out here and following us.  I love seeing the little 

kids, I love seeing the parents and all that.  They're the future of golf.  And over here we're 

trying to move the association up and golf here like get it well known.  So I think it's great to 

be playing well, it's great to have that great crowd coming out here and following us. 

 

Q.  And so you said yesterday you turned off the cell phone after the 64.  It seemed to 

have worked out pretty well.  Are you going to continue that strategy? 

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  No, the thing is I had to -- I really did not turn my cell phone on for like 

a couple hours, but I realized, oh, man, I have a really early tee time tomorrow, I need my 

alarm clock.  So I'm like let me turn the cell phone on and kind of scrolled through very 

quickly.  So I put my alarm clock on but I'll turn it on now just in case.  But I'm having fun, it's 

good to be here, it's great.  The guys over here at Coco Beach have done a spectacular job 

especially the last month or so, so it's great to be enjoying this moment and being part of 

what we're doing here.  
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