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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    RAFAEL CAMPOS 
March 24, 2016  
 
 

Q.  Eight birdies, no bogeys today, not much more to be said than that, obviously a 

great round.   

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  Yeah, thank you.  I hit the ball very well today.  I kept the ball in play 

actually, which was my main goal today, and hit a lot of greens.  Truth is I felt really 

comfortable.  I had a great crowd, family, friends and all that which kind of helped me ease 

my way into the round.  Yeah, it was really good.  I hit the ball very well.  I really did not 

make any big mistakes so it was kind of easy, believe it or not.  I know it was windy and all 

that, but I played really safe the holes I had to play safe and leave myself 40-footers and all 

that.  But rolled a few in so that was nice. 

 

Q.  You and Dicky Pride are the only two players that have played in every one of the 

Puerto Rico Opens.  How much did you rely on your history here? 

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  I relied a lot, especially today.  There were a couple putts out there 

where my caddie was like, "Okay, I see a little right edge."  I'm like, "Last year I had same 

putt, it broke a little bit more."  I do rely on the info I've had in the past years.  But yeah, nine 

years, that's a lot.  Actually goes by very fast.  I really didn't think, I don't feel it's been nine 

years, that's for sure.  But I do rely a lot on the information I have.  I still have the same 

yardage book.  You have probably like a hundred numbers in the yardage book which I don't 

even look at.  But yeah, I do rely a lot on it.  

 

Q.  Where do you live now? 

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  I live in Puerto Rico.  I was living in Miami for a few years when I 

turned professional. 

 

Q.  You went to VCU?  

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  I went to VCU, correct.  I saw they're playing good basketball, that's for 

sure.  I was only in Miami a few years, moved back home, felt it was a little easier for me to 

practice around here.  So I've been traveling from here and playing the Web now, so looking 

forward basically to every week I can playing tournaments, that's for sure. 

 

Q.  How much experience outside of the tournament have you had on this course?  

Are you a regular player out here? 

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  I am a regular, I definitely am.  I truth is I travel a lot so I'm not really a 

lot -- exactly, but I'll probably play five, six, seven, eight times a year, especially coming up 

to this week, I'll hit a few rounds in before I start traveling.  Yeah, I do understand the golf 

course.  It's really not the golf course visually I feel comfortable on, but eight years, nine 
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years of hitting the same shots here, I guess I'm learning a little bit more. 

 

Q.  And lastly, I imagine you're probably going to have a lot of text messages and 

phone calls to return? 

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  I'm not turning my cell phone on today.  I really don't want to look at 

my cell phone.  Yeah, I was telling my caddie right now, I'm like, yeah, we played good today 

but I don't want to look at -- I don't have to have more pressure than I already have.  I don't 

really feel the pressure here but I want to perform good in front of the home crowd.  So I'm 

not turning the cell phone on.  That's something I decided probably 20 minutes ago.  It's 

going to be fun.  Whenever I turn it on I know I'll have like 100, 200 messages from good 

friends, but I'm thankful really for everyone that came out here.  It's great to see the guys.   

 

Thank you to Coco Beach as well, Lexus, my sponsors.  Without them I really wouldn't be 

able to do this.  So I'm very fortunate to be here and it's great to actually play a good round 

here. 

 

Q.  Can you just tell Doug what it was like to have everyone cheering for you walking 

down 18 like it was a Sunday afternoon? 

 

RAFAEL CAMPOS:  Yeah, actually it really did feel like Sunday afternoon, I won't lie.  

Surprising enough, first day I didn't think there were going to be that many people, which is 

great.  But it felt really good.  I was kind of motivated.  I was this scared of not hitting that last 

putt too hard.  Adrenaline's flowing so I'm like just make sure you kind of ease your way into 

that putt.  But it really felt great.  There are a lot of people right now, especially Thursday 

afternoon, very surprising.  It was great, it really was. 
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