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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   WOODY AUSTIN  
March 20, 2016  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  We welcome Woody Austin into the media center.  16-under, 200 score for 

the win.  Your win came in your 28th start on tour and you now get a two-year exemption 

into Hualalai, Mitsubishi Electric Championship at Hualalai. 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Better than Kansas in January. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  But with that, just maybe share your thoughts on the win today, especially 

with your son on the bag. 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  You know, to have the first one obviously is great, but to script one, I 

couldn't draw up it more perfect as far as my oldest son Parker wanted to caddie this week 

and that was the prelude to the whole thing.  We all went on a really nice golf vacation at the 

start of their spring break week.  We played Pebble last Sunday, we played Spyglass on 

Monday and Spanish Bay on Tuesday.  So I finally got in some golf, got to work on my game 

a little bit.   

 

Then we flew in here on Wednesday and unfortunately Parker got real sick and 

unfortunately couldn't caddie.  But since we had done all that we did, we got the young one 

to pop in here and he took me right down the street. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Let's go through your card real quick.  You got off to a hot start, 

birdie-birdie-birdie. 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yeah, I made a great par on the first hole, probably about a 15-, 

18-footer, which was the first one I made all week that was over maybe 10.  I made like one 

10-, 12-footer for par yesterday.  Other than that, I hadn't made a par over eight feet.  And 

even though I was in the position I was in, probably a rarity that I switched putters yesterday 

but I wasn't making anything and I needed a jump start.  So I went back to an old putter that 

I had been putting with the last couple years and made that putt on the first hole, really gave 

me a lot of confidence.  Then I wiggled in a five-, six-footer on the next hole and I was off 

and running. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Birdie on 3. 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Hit it about three feet on 3.  Made a great up-and-down on 4 making 

another five-, six-footer for par.  Then I hit it really close on 6, I hit it about five feet at 6, 

maybe six feet at 6.  And then 8 I hit it on the green in 2.  Putted it up there to about a foot so 

that was a nice easy one.  10, I did the same thing, really good hybrid into the green 

probably about 25 feet behind the hole and fired it down there about a foot and a half.  And 

then really didn't hit the ball close to the hole.  I didn't miss any shots as far as missing 

greens and whatever, I kept hitting it 20 feet, 15 feet, 20 feet, 30 feet.  Then I got to 15 and 
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had it in the green-side bunker and holed it, which was a hell of a nice bonus. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  How far was that?  

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  It was probably a 35-yard bunker shot. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And 18, maybe just take us through 18. 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  18, you know, I felt like okay, I've got a two-shot lead.  It's one of the 

hardest tee shots in golf to win your first one with that tee shot was not really -- wasn't 

feeling all that great because I just hit a really bad one on 16.  But I didn't want to change my 

MO, I didn't want to lay back.  I was thinking 3-wood but I didn't want to lay back and have a 

long iron into that green.  And I never thought I could hit it through the fairway because 17 

was into the wind.  Unfortunately, when I hit my tee shot, the wind kind of died but I still 

thought I hit it perfect because I saw it land on top of the hill and I thought as long as it lands 

on top of the hill, it's not going to go another 40 yards.  So I hit it 320 some yards into the 

water. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Would you hit again?  

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Under the same circumstances not knowing anything, yeah.  Again, I 

wanted to play that hole as aggressively as I could so I would have as short an iron into the 

green as I could.  I also I guess in the back of my mind I had the scenario that ended up 

working out in that if I did make a bad swing and I pulled it over to the left in the water, I 

could for sure make 5 and then Bernhard would still have to make birdie.  So I felt as though 

that was the smartest thing to try and lay back.  Like Bernhard hit 3-wood, and since he had 

to hit a rescue into the green so he's really not having much of a chance to get it up and 

down for 4.  So I didn't want that scenario, either. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  You hit nine -- sand saves 9 and 10 this week. 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yeah, I told Dave going down 16 the greatest bunker week of my career, 

no question.  And they were all -- I think the one oddity on No. 7 was the only one where I 

even had to really grind over a putt.  I mean, I was hitting -- the one that it says I didn't get 

up and down, I actually holed the next one out of the bunker. 

 

Q.  How many putters do you generally travel with?    

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Me?  Three.  

 

Q.  How often do you switch in a weekend? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  I'll switch at least once if it's going bad.  It doesn't matter.  The putter I 

putted with today is what I used for the last two years, but I had multiple different styles of it 

so I always travel with a couple different styles.  If one's not working, I'll go to the other one.   
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But I started out this week with an experiment.  I've been experimenting at home with a 

two-inch longer putter and everybody seems to be going to those long grips and kind of 

counter balanced, so to speak.  Been messing around with that trying to get my putter to 

swing better because my putter just doesn't swing.  I just hit some really, really ugly putts 

yesterday on the back nine and I just felt as though that wouldn't be smart today. 

 

Q.  In a typical day of practice when you're on the range, how many sand shots do 

you think you hit? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  None.  I only work on my bunker game when I feel like I'm struggling.  

The only thing I ever work on on the range to make sure I'm still hitting it, the key to my 

success has always been I've been one of the best ball strikers.  I still consider myself one 

of the best ball strikers.  It doesn't matter anymore.  The game of golf has changed to where 

ball striking doesn't mean much anymore, but it's imperative that I do the things that I did this 

week.  It's imperative that I had seven birdies the first day and six of them were three feet or 

closer.  Today I had one, two, three, four, I had four that were inside three feet.  That's 

imperative to me.   

 

Yesterday I didn't go low because I only had two and they were both on the par 5s, two 

putts.  So if I don't get it really close, it's really hard for me to go low so I spend a lot of time 

hitting balls.  When I get to a tournament -- I don't practice that much at home but at a 

tournament just to make sure the golf swing's there and I just putt.  I don't really work on my 

short game because I don't want to be practicing missing greens.  If I play bad on Friday and 

I feel like I need to work on my short game, then I will.  But I'm not going to practice my short 

game unless the golf course is hard enough to worry about it.  When we go to a U.S. Open, 

we go to the Senior PGA or something and we play a really tough golf course, I'll work on 

my short game.  This golf course, had to make a lot of birdies.  All I worried about was 

making birdies, I didn't worry about my short game. 

 

Q.  Did you feel pressure from Bernhard? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Oh, absolutely, sure.  Why wouldn't you?  He made four birdies in a row 

to get within one, so why wouldn't you?  Well, until I holed it, so it was two. 

 

Q.  Does that affect your approach, your mentality or anything? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  No, no.  I mean, I knew.  I mean, knew going in that he was going to be 

in it.  There's a reason why he's won as many times as he has and there's a reason why he's 

the best player out here.  He always puts up a fight.  Even though he got off to a slower start 

than I did, three shots is nothing on this golf course.  This golf course you can make up three 

shots in no time.  Like I said, there's so many birdie holes out here.  It's not like we're hitting 

a lot of long irons into par 4s and stuff, a lot of wedges and stuff.  If you get aggressive off 

the tee a few times, you can hit a lot of sand wedges and wedges.  So he got aggressive 

there starting on 13 and birdied 13, 14, 15, 16, so he did what he had to do.  From my first 
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one I didn't crack.  

 

Q.  When did you start looking forward to being on the PGA TOUR Champions?  How 

early in your 40s did you start? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  I never thought about it.  I still, you know, if you look at my schedule, I 

only played half the year last year.  I'm 52 and I didn't play at all when I was 50.  I only 

played after I missed the FedExCup on the regular tour.  And last year I played the regular 

tour until the first major out here, then I started.  I still wanted to play out there.  I wanted to 

play out there until I couldn't play anymore.  I realized last year at that point it was pretty 

futile for me to keep playing out there because, like I said, my strength doesn't mean 

anything anymore.  My strength, the ball striking, means nothing on the regular tour.  The 

only thing that matters on the regular tour is if you're 20 years old and you can swing 

132 miles an hour. 

 

Q.  Is Peyton going to go back to school or is he a full-time caddie now? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Oh, no, back to school.  He's the one who wants to follow in my 

footsteps so he's got to go back to school.  His golf season starts next week, right?  Is it next 

week or two weeks?  First tournament's early April so they've got to go get back and work on 

their own game. 

 

Q.  What school is that? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Rosehill in Rosehill, Kansas. 

 

Q.  At their age, were you really good by then? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  I didn't start until 10th grade.  I started at 14, so they're way ahead of 

me.  I played everything you could play growing up in Florida.  I played baseball, basketball, 

tennis.  I didn't turn to golf until high school, and high school didn't start until 10th grade in 

Florida so that's when I started. 

 

Q.  Were you recruited by Miami or did you just walk on? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  No, I had such a great last year that I got recruited.  I played my first 

national junior tournament that summer before my senior year and I played eight 

tournaments and never finished worse than third, so it kind of got me noticed real fast.  I won 

the North-South Junior at Pinehurst, North Carolina.  I finished third at the International 

Junior Masters in East Aurora, New York, and I played really good in my local area.  But 

those two national events, I tell this story, it was funny because at the North-South Junior, I 

shot even par at Pinehurst No. 2 the first day and everybody was asking, Who's Woody 

Austin, because I never played outside the state of Florida so nobody knew who I was.  It 

was kind of funny. 

 

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/pure-silk-bahamas-2016/


 

5 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Q.  Were you surprised your drive reached the water on 18? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yes, I was.  I couldn't believe it when he came up and said, I marked 

where your ball went in the water.  I went, What Do you mean it went in the water?  Like I 

said, it's 320 yards.  I know we're in the desert and the air and whatever but even if you took 

five percent from 320, that's still 300 yards.  I don't hit too many drives 300 yards.  Like I 

said, it's such a great, difficult hole that you don't want to leave yourself 200-some yards into 

that hill up that green so I wanted to be aggressive. 

 

Q.  You played a whole lot in the '90s and early 2000s, didn't you? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yeah.  I was telling them on the 18th green, this was my first top 10 in 

my career and my second start on tour because this was the second tournament of the year 

and 1995 in my rookie year I finished tied for 6th here.  First top 10 in only my second event. 

 

Q.  What kind of moral support did Peyton provide for you as you were going through 

this last round? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  He did everything he was supposed to do.  He did everything that I ask 

my boy Dave to do, just kind of kept my mind off of it.  He had a couple good jokes out there 

today to make us laugh and that's what it's about.  Like I say, if you keep your mind off of it, I 

think the big thing this week, he kept saying, I'm sorry I'm asking so many questions, but that 

keeps my mind off of it.  Him asking me, Can you hit this shot, or, Are you going to hit this 

shot?  Like when I got up there on 16 after my bad drive on 16, he's like, Can you hook it 

around that tree from that lie?  Because I was on the side, I was on the left-to-right sidehill 

and I had to hit a hook 9-iron.  He said, Can you hit that shot?  I said, Sure, I can.  Instead of 

being bummed that I hit such a bad drive or kind of worrying where I was at, I've got my little 

son asking me can I hit the shot and I'm like, as a dad, Sure, I can. 

 

Q.  Over your career like with the Presidents Cup and (inaudible)? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  The Presidents Cup was pretty huge, yeah. 

 

Q.  How does it compare to like the Buick Open that you won? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Like I said, I've had two really defining wins, and then the Presidents 

Cup was really big because I was in my mid 40s.  I could still play.  But my very first win was 

huge because I spent eight years working in the bank just like any normal human being 

when I got side-tracked out of college.  Back then we didn't have all the avenues they have 

to play golf now.  We only had Q School once a year.  We didn't have Nike Tour, 

Nationwide, we didn't have the Canadian Tour.  We had one tour, so you either got your tour 

card or you went to Asia or something.   

 

So when I finally made it at 31 years of age, to go out and win your first year at 31, that was 

huge.  It validated what I had always said, that I belonged, that I could play as well as -- I 

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/pure-silk-bahamas-2016/


 

6 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

was watching guys that I played with in college win.  I watched Lee Janzen win a major and I 

knew that I could play with Lee Janzen.  I grew up playing junior golf with Lee Janzen.  If he 

could do it, I knew I could play.   

 

Unfortunately, things don't work out the same for everybody.  I didn't give up and I kept 

grinding it out.  I made it at 31 so that was huge to win that.  I felt validated winning right out 

of the gate.  Then when I won the Sanderson Farms a couple years ago after struggling, you 

know, as we get older we struggle.  And like I said, the game has changed so much.  So 

when I won just before my 50th birthday on the regular tour, that's pretty good validation, 

too, that I still had what it took to play.  Those are two probably the biggest.  And then 

winning today with your son on your bag is pretty good. 

 

Q.  What's the name of your usual caddie? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  His name's Dave Lawson. 

 

Q.  So if they asked you at the end to recreate the bunker shot, how many times out of 

10 or 100 do you think you could make that shot again? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Probably maybe the one time.  I don't see myself making it again.  I can 

get it close, but I don't see it going in. 
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