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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    GENE SAUERS 
March 18, 2016  
 
 

Q.  Overall, what are your thoughts on your round?  

 

GENE SAUERS:  I hit the ball good and solid today like I planned on doing, and I putted 

okay.  I had a lot of opportunities, but I played great today, I don't have any complaints.  I 

didn't want to finish like I did, but I got up and down, that was a tough little up-and-down right 

there from the bunker.  Anyway, I'm pleased with the position I'm in right now. 

 

Q.  How did you feel about your game coming into this week? 

 

GENE SAUERS:  Great.  We had a month off and I've been playing great every day.  I was 

like, man, I wish there were tournaments the past four weeks.  So I'm playing really good, 

hitting the ball solid and I'm looking forward to some good things. 

 

Q.  Looking at your results on the Champions Tour, you've had four second-place 

finishes, a bunch of top 10s, a bunch of top 25s.  What do you think it's going to take 

for you to break through out here? 

 

GENE SAUERS:  To get out of my own way and just kind of relax and just kind of let things 

happen.  I tend to put a lot of pressure on myself so I've got to put maybe not so much 

pressure on myself, just see the shot, hit it and go on, let it happen. 

 

Q.  Was there any particular highlight from today's round, any hole or shot that stood 

out to you? 

 

GENE SAUERS:  I made a good putt on the par 3 on the front side.  That was No. 4.  I was 

just off the green, I had about a 35-footer, big side breaker and canned it in there so that 

kind of lifted me up a little bit.  I would say that was it. 

 

Q.  You said you've been playing well lately.  Is there any particular part of your game 

that you've been working on? 

 

GENE SAUERS:  Really the whole thing, and probably from like 80 yards in and putting, the 

short game basically.  I've been hitting the ball solid.  I've always hit the ball pretty good.  So 

I've got to learn how to score, get it in the whole quick.    

 

Q.  Reading your bio, you had suffered from something called Stevens-Johnson 

Syndrome.  When did that happen?   

 

GENE SAUERS:  That happened in 2010, '11.  Got out of the hospital June 1, 2011.  You 

see that right there.  Got both my arms and both my legs.  They told me I had a 25 percent 

survival rate.  They told me that when I got out.  If they had told me that when I was in there, 
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I probably wouldn't be here right now.  

 

Q.  Did you know, had you ever heard of that before? 

 

GENE SAUERS:  No, it's rate.  It's a drug reaction.  They thought I had rheumatoid arthritis, 

which I never did.  They were feeding me with all these drugs and the drug reaction, burned 

me from the inside out.  At least that's what they say.  I don't even think they really know. 

 

Q.  Once they figured it out, how quickly did you get better? 

 

GENE SAUERS:  Well, I didn't really get better.  I burned from the inside out, spent seven 

weeks in the hospital.  I had a debris knee and they had to wait on the skin to butt up in 

order to put new skin on it.  It was miserable. 

 

Q.  Was it painful? 

 

GENE SAUERS:  Hell, yeah, it was painful.  I was tortured, I was tortured.  I was in a lot of 

pain.  I had a morphine pump, epidurals in my back.  It was bad. 

 

Q.  Were you concerned about your life or were you thinking more about your career? 

 

GENE SAUERS:  Oh, hell, no.  I was concerned about my life.  I told my wife about the third, 

fourth week in, I don't think I'm coming out here.  She's a positive person, she's my mental 

coach out here.  Anyways, it was tough, it was brutal. 

 

Q.  What's your wife's name? 

 

GENE SAUERS:  Tammy. 

 

Q.  Is she out here this week?   

 

GENE SAUERS:  No, she's not.  She had St. Patrick's Day in Savannah yesterday, second 

largest party in the country. 
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