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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    WOODY AUSTIN 
March 18, 2016  
 
 

Q.  I wasn't over here, I was over there, but I heard that you came about that close to 

shooting a 29?  

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yeah, it was about probably two inches short, two and a half inches 

short dead center. 

 

Q.  Did you think it was going in? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  I liked the chances, but you know...  

 

Q.  How long was the putt? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  It was probably 25, 30 feet. 

 

Q.  So you had to settle for a 30? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  That's fine.  I don't make those that long a putt most of the time. 

 

Q.  So what did you have going for you there on the back nine? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  I basically hit it really close.  I got jump started, I holed out a bunker shot 

on 2 for birdie after hitting two really good shots and being dead.  I didn't get my first one out 

of the bunker, and then I holed the next bunker shot for birdie which really got me going, and 

then I knocked the flag over for a couple, I hit it about two feet on the next hole, then I hit it 8 

feet on the next hole, and then I hit it 7 feet on the next hole.  And then the par 3 I hit a 

5-iron to about seven feet, and then I hit No. 8 in 2, I only had about a 20-footer for eagle 

and two-putted.  I just started hitting it really close at that point after I holed out the bunker 

shot. 

 

Q.  Did you realize that you could have shot 29 on the back? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  I'm sure, I knew I could shoot -- you don't think in terms of 29 or 28, you 

just know you're going.  I knew I was 6 under, so you just keep on going.  You keep trying to 

go low as you can. 

 

Q.  How did you feel about your game coming into this week? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  My game today not is indicative.  I haven't played that good.  I usually 

don't play very good in the beginning of the year.  The benefit I have this week is I took my 

two boys and their buddy on a golfing trip this past week so I got in some golf, which I 

haven't been able to do.  So I actually played Pebble Beach on Sunday, Spyglass on 
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Monday, Spanish Bay on Tuesday, so I at last got some golf in before this week so that was 

necessary because I haven't really played that much.  So it's one of those things living in 

Kansas, you just never know the weather.  We had some good weather last week, we had 

some upper 60s, but it blows 35, 40 miles.  Today it's snowing, so you just never know.  I 

don't know how it can go from 70 to snow, but that's Kansas.  The early part of the year until 

the weather turns, I just don't get a whole lot of play in so it's very spotty.  But obviously I 

played pretty well today.  I hit some really good shots on the back, I was just off by a couple 

yards so I would hit the lip of the bunker or I would hit it just long.  I really only played -- I 

probably only made a couple bad swings, which is nice. 

 

Q.  How old are your sons? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  He just turned 16 on Monday, so that's why we took the trip.  It was his 

birthday wish which was to go play Pebble.  And then my oldest who was supposed to 

caddie today who got a little food poisoning or something so he's back in the hotel, but he 

turns 18 in 12 days. 

 

Q.  What are their names? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Parker and Peyton.  

 

Q.  That's Parker with an E? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yeah, P-E-Y, just like Peyton Manning.  So he's got 65 under his belt for 

his first tour caddie gig. 

 

Q.  He was caddying for you? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  He caddied today. 

 

Q.  So you should keep him then probably tomorrow, right?   

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yeah.  Older brother's going to want back on the bag as soon as he 

feels good though.  

 

Q.  Do you think the joy of a trip to Pebble kind of helped make it fun again?  You had 

the four-week hiatus? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Well, I think the four-week hiatus is no good for us really.  That's just too 

long a break once you've already played a couple tournaments.  We've already had a two 

and a half month break leading up to those two tournaments, then you take another month.  

You know, for us in the twilight of your career, unless you're going home and in a place 

where you really want to play or whatever, I don't know too many of us that are in the mold 

of Bernhard.  He wants to grind it out like they're 25 years old anymore.  So when I go home, 

I'm not going home to prepare and practice.  When you give me a month off, there ain't 
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going to be much golf played.  I own my own golf course now so I'm busy doing that when I 

go home.  So when I go home I'm getting on the mowers and I'm trying to help out doing 

bunkers or, you know, maybe giving some lessons to some of the college kids or whatever.  

I'm not really worrying about my game when you give me a month off.  I don't think that's 

good for us, but that's just me. 

 

Q.  Where do you live in Kansas? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  I live in Wichita. 

 

Q.  And what's the name of the course? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  It's called Willow Bend.  It's where they used to hold the Nike Tour back 

in the mid to late '90s. I think the last year it was there was like 2000. 

 

Q.  People around here are not happy with the result of the basketball game last night 

between Arizona and Wichita State.  I take it you were one of the few -- 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yes, our entire clan is very happy.  Yeah, we're season ticket holders so 

we go to all the games.  We were very happy. 

 

Q.  Where did you watch? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  We actually watched it in our hotel because, like I said, my oldest son 

was a little ill.  And I was real late in the pro-am yesterday, so I didn't even finish until, I think 

I walked off the golf course at like 6:30, 6:40, and the game started.  By the time I got out of 

here, I just grabbed something quick and went in there and watched the game with 

everybody. 

 

Q.  You had 2014 when you came out here you had a flurry of top 5s and five top 5 

finishes last year.  Are you just itching to get that first win out? 

 

WOODY AUSTIN:  Yeah, I keep telling people, there's really no difference as far as winning 

so to speak.  You have to putt well.  That's always been my Achilles hill, that's been my 

weakest point.  I can play well enough to compete obviously.  I think going into this year I 

think I was at a 61 or 62 percent top 10 in every event that I've played.  I'm 61 percent 

finished top 10, but I don't putt well enough to win.  I can still play, but I just don't putt well 

enough to win.  So I need something to happen.  Sure, I would love to win.  I plan on 

winning someday, but everything has to work well for me to win because I just don't putt well 

enough.  As well as I did today, the longest putt I made today was eight feet.  If you're going 

to win a golf tournament, you've got to figure out a way to make a few more. 
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