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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   BILLY ANDRADE  
March 18, 2016  
 
 

Q.  What was your thought process when you walked up to the ball?  

 

BILLY ANDRADE:  I was really disappointed.  Last year, same kind of scenario, hit the 

same kind of drive like that.  It's 300 yards to the water on that line into the wind, so I didn't 

think I could get it to the water.  Last year I did and I did it again this year.  So I'm just not 

very smart, I guess, as a golfer that I did it two years in a row.  I was really shocked that it 

was there.  If there wasn't a pond in front of me I would try to slash out something and get it 

up near the green or have a chance.  It was just too penal to really try to hit this miraculous 

shot.  If it's Sunday afternoon and I'm one shot back, maybe that's the time to try some 

stupid shot like that, but not in the first round.  So I played baseball as a kid and I'm pretty 

good at being able to advance it so I was just hoping and praying that a snake or something 

wasn't going to come up and bite me before I hit the shot.  I could have hit a 7-iron right 

there, which was fine.  It was a little bit of a sidehill lie and I just felt like if I could get the ball 

up further to have a wet sand wedge in, which I did, then I'd have a better chance but I just 

pulled the wedge in there.  Overall, hey, you can't complain, that's the hardest hole I think 

we play on tour.  You've got to really pay attention and we'll see what happens tomorrow 

there. 

 

Q.  What club did you use to hit the ball out? 

 

BILLY ANDRADE:  Sand wedge, yes. 

 

Q.  So you were happy with that shot but not super thrilled with the subsequent shot? 

 

BILLY ANDRADE:  Yeah, I wasn't thrilled with my third shot.  It wasn't a great one but in 

that situation, you know, if you said to me you're going to make a 5 here, I would say that's 

okay.  5's the worst, that's okay.  It would have been nice to make a 4, but I'm happy where 

I'm at. 

 

Q.  You had a really good year last year on the PGA TOUR Champions.  What's going 

well for you as far as your game goes? 

 

BILLY ANDRADE:  I just think I've embraced this tour.  I played a long time on the PGA 

TOUR and you don't realize it when you're in it but it's such a grind.  I took a few years off, I 

did some TV and felt like when I came out here on the Champions Tour, I want to embrace it 

and have fun with it and enjoy it and not get all wrapped up in shots and bad shots and 

results.  That's the attitude I've taken and I've had two nice years.  Last year was a great 

year and I'm trying to build on that this year and see if I can hang with that Bernhard Langer 

guy. 

 

Q.  You mentioned you played baseball.  I noticed your MLB.com sponsorship.  Is that 
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relatively new? 

 

BILLY ANDRADE:  I started when I came out here, when I was 50, so I'm 52, I'm in my third 

year.  This is my negotiation year, so I've got to suck up to my boys in New York City.  I think 

I'm okay. 

 

Q.  Are you a big baseball fan?   

 

SPEAKER:  Yeah, I grew up watching the game and playing the game a little bit and having 

fun with it.  Yeah, I enjoy the game. 

 

Q.  So you're heavily involved in charity work when you're not out here playing.  What 

does it mean to participate in an event like this?   

 

BILLY ANDRADE:  $4 million last year went to charity from this tournament because we 

showed up and played.  To me, it's an honor.  To be able to do that in all these different 

cities that we go, a place like this that really embraces our tour and really embraces golf in 

general is fantastic.  We get nice crowds out here, people are energized to see us, and at 

the end of the day, at the end of the year you can give back to so many kids that need it, that 

don't have the means to me is an honor, as all golfers are in what we do and where we live 

and giving back.  That's all about the PGA TOUR and the Champions Tour, the PGA 

Champions Tour.  

 

Q.  You don't get fined for getting it wrong.  

 

BILLY ANDRADE:  I know, it's very difficult. 

 

Q.  Do you remember your birdies on the back side? 

 

BILLY ANDRADE:  No. 10 I hit a little flop shot in front of the bunker there to about 

30 yards, to about three feet.  No. 11, I made about a 25-foot birdie putt with a little 8-iron in.  

No. 14, I hit a sand wedge, 56-degree sand wedge to about eight feet.  No. 16, I hit pitching 

wedge to about two feet. 

 

Q.  Any saves? 

 

BILLY ANDRADE:  Yes.  I had a great save on the par 3.  I was down the slope. 

 

Q.  12? 

 

BILLY ANDRADE:  No. 12.  I putted it up well short and had about a six-footer I made for 

par.  Front nine, No. 2 I made about a 10-footer.  No. 3 I made about a 30-footer.  No. 8 I 

made about a five-footer. 
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