
1 

                                                                     

ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:    JEFF SLUMAN 
February 6, 2016  
 
 

Q.  67, you're one shot back right now.  Talk about the round. 

 

JEFF SLUMAN:  I played real well.  I burned the edges early for a lot of birdies and got it 

going.  I hit 6 in two, two-putted that for birdie.  Drove it on 7, two-putted for birdie.  Then hit 

a nice iron in on 8.  Unfortunately, from 20 feet on 9 from the fringe I three-putted.  Birdied 

10 and 11 to get back.  Birdied a tough hole.  Actually, I birdied both of the harder holes on 

the back, 15 and 17.  Three-putted 16 from the fringe.  Those are my two bogeys, three 

putts from the fringe.  And unfortunately I didn't get 18.  Although it's par on the card, it feels 

like bogey.  Drove it just in the left rough and I hit what I thought was the proper spot left of 

the pin and looked like it was going to be a relatively benign bunker shot.  Hit in the sand, 

hopped on the tongue this far from the sand.  So I was in the sand and it was just a brutal 

shot.  Anyways, that's what happens if you don't drive it in the fairway.   

 

Overall very pleased with my two days of work here and everything seems to be flowing 

pretty well.  I'm putting well, driving it just fine and hitting good iron shots.  If I really looked at 

my round today, I had two balls ended up on the fringe, they were a yard off, easily puttable.  

I putted 18 times for birdies or eagles. 

 

Q.  What's your history of playing early in the year, good, bad? 

 

JEFF SLUMAN:  Seems it's either really good or really poor.  There's no rhyme or reason.  

Regular tour and this tour.  I do take significant time off in the offseason.  I typically don't 

pick up a club for four to six weeks.  I basically did that this year.  I've come down to the 

Delray area and practiced over at Seagate trying to get ready for Hualalai, which I did this 

year.  I think this tournament, having a one-week window instead of two, guys are a little 

sharper.  To go over to Hualalai and you haven't played basically in two and a half months 

and then take two more weeks off, it's harder to really keep that edge.  I think the one week 

in between is really good for all the competitors that played in Hualalai and came here. 

 

Q.  Tomorrow obviously the weather is going to be a big part of it.  What do you think 

you're going to have to do to win tomorrow? 

 

JEFF SLUMAN:  The big thing is, two big things in the wind.  To score well, you really have 

to hit the ball on the center of the clubface.  That sounds goofy, but when it's not windy you 

can kind of mis-hit it a little.  In the wind, you had better be committed and hit it exactly the 

way you want to.  And then two, you've just got to be patient.  You know that there's going to 

be some really goofy shots and the wind can blow the ball certainly offline on a good putt.  

You've just got to stay patient.  It's more experience than anything.  I think pretty much 

everybody out here has played in these conditions.  Let's just say early in the year is better 

for everybody's patience level. 
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