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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:  BERNHARD LANGER   
February 14, 2016  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, Bernhard, congratulations.  The third time you've won here, 26th 

career victory on the PGA TOUR Champions, now you've moved into third place behind 

Hale and Lee Trevino.    

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Good company to be with.    

 

DAVE SENKO:  You won at least one event for the 10th straight year, which is just one 

away from Hale Irwin's record.  Your sixth win here in Florida, wire to wire for the sixth time 

in your career, and lastly, you've moved atop the Money List in a place you're very familiar 

with, the Charles Schwab Cup race, you're in first place.  With that, if you could just share 

your thoughts on your win here. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, thanks, thanks for all the good news.  Sounds good.   

 

Well, this win is special for me because it's the first win for me with the unanchored putting 

stroke on this tour because I came on this tour, what, eight years ago or nine years ago and 

been putting anchored for 19 years more or less.  So this is the first one without anchoring 

and I'm thrilled to have putted that well and look forward to the rest of the season and 

hopefully some more Ws.   

 

Also, Naples has been a pretty special place as you heard from all the statistics.  I think the 

last six times I didn't finish outside the top two or something like that.  If that's correct, that's 

pretty amazing.  Last year I had to withdraw because of my daughter's back, so that was a 

very tough time that our family went through, two back surgeries within 10 days.  So making 

up for lost time basically, but it's great to be back in the winner's circle. 

 

Q.  How's she doing now? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  She is much better.  She's playing golf again and exercising. 

 

Q.  Was it a slipped disk? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  A herniated disk, same one herniated twice. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Bernhard, maybe we can just go through your card real quick.  You made a 

bogey at No. 8.  Do you remember what happened?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it was a boring score card today, not much going on, unlike 

me.  No. 8, let's see, that was a very good tee shot and what happened on 7, I had a similar 

wind, crosswind and I hit a perfect 5-iron on 7 that came up 10 yards short.  So now I had 

crosswind a little bit into me and I figured, well, I need to take more club because I don't 
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want to be short again.  Took the club and then I pulled it a little bit.  That was a disaster 

because now the ball is going left with a right-to-left wind.  The people were standing there 

behind the green and they didn't even see the ball.  They weren't even looking and it flew 

over their heads into the back bushes or what was back there.  The good thing is it was 

between a couple of bushes, but I had a backswing, so I played like a bunker shot from 

20 yards over the green or 15 yards over the green to the right because the green was 

steeper.  If I had gone at the flag, it would have been on a downslope and I might still be out 

there right now if I had done that.  Anyways, I got it to the edge of the green and made two 

putts from probably 45 feet or something like that to basically save bogey.  If there's ever a 

good bogey, that was a good bogey. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  5-iron. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And you made a birdie on 11?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, that was a good tee ball and a beautiful 8-iron to about 

10 feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And then 15? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No. 15 was, oh, yeah, I hit a good drive.  Then again I misjudged 

the wind.  Actually, as I stood over the ball, the wind picked up much stronger.  Good thing 

that I realized it, but I should have switched clubs and I just made sure the ball's going left, 

not right, because right was all water.  So it came up short left on the front edge and I hit a 

very long putt, about a 20-yard putt.  Hit the first one a little too hard and then missed the 

return putt. 

 

Q.  No. 17, the par 5? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, that was driver.  At that point I was told I had a three-shot 

lead, that Couples bogeyed the last.  So I could have gone for the green, but you have 

water, you have all sorts of trouble, so I laid up with I think it was an 8-iron.  Left myself a 

sand wedge, full sand wedge, hit it to about 12 feet or so, 10 feet and made the putt for 

birdie. 

 

Q.  And then 18? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No. 18 was a good drive, very good drive.  Again, I was trying to -- I 

had right-to-left wind hurting, so I was trying to hit a little left of the flag with an 8-iron and I 

caught it slightly or straight at the flag and it landed about a foot on the fringe and spun back 

into the water.  So then I got to drop it right on the edge of the green, which really was no big 

deal.  I had a four-shot lead at the time, I think, so I could afford to do that.  But I made a 

couple of good par-saving putts, I think it was on 14 and 16 and a couple others ones 
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throughout the day. 

 

Q.  Speaking about that, it seemed like when the lead narrowed, because I guess you 

were mentioning on the broadcast that you would check the scoreboard every three, 

four holes, something like that, it seemed like when the lead narrowed, you would 

come up with either a key putt, or when it got cut to two you then had the birdie on 17.  

Did you kind of sense that, okay, now's it's time to go? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I kept an eye on the leader board and I didn't want anybody 

to catch me.  I figured if I shoot even par or somewhere around that, it's going to be almost 

impossible for anybody to reach that score in these conditions.  Let's face it, it was pretty 

hard out there today.  The wind was blowing 15 to 20, a lot of crosswinds, they're not 

straight up, straight down or straight in, which is easier.  There was a lot of crosswinds and I 

thought the golf course played fairly difficult.  I mean, Fred Couples shot 66?  That's a really 

good score, really, really good score today.  I don't know, was that the lowest round of the 

day?  

 

DAVE SENKO:  Scott Hoch shot 66, too. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  That's pretty good playing.  There were two or three easy holes.  

Like No. 2, the par 5, and No. 13, the par 5.  Sorry, No. 3 the par 5.  Those were easy holes.  

I should have birdied both of them and I didn't.  That was a big mistake.  I hit 4-iron into 3 

and I short-sided myself, which was really dumb.  But with a 4-iron, I missed my line by three 

yards and it kicked left into the bunker instead of putting for an eagle.  It happens.  But 

otherwise, as I said, I kept an eye on the leaderboard and didn't want anybody to get closer 

to me.  Ideally, I wanted a two-shot lead coming down 18 or more so I could play for bogey if 

I had to and win the tournament, and as it turned out I think I had a four-shot lead coming 

down 18. 

 

Q.  On your elbow, is that anything in particular that you wear? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No.  That's over a year old, it's just tape to support the muscle.  I 

have a golfer's elbow.  Had it all last year and right now it's more preventive than anything 

else.  It's not hurting like it did last year so I'm just putting it on when I practice a lot or when I 

play a lot and then I take it off when I have a few days off. 

 

Q.  Did it feel like you were grinding at any point out there, particularly with the wind? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I think everybody was grinding out there.  Everybody.  We 

talked about it yesterday or the day before.  Whenever it's windy, it's difficult.  You can make 

a big number real fast.  There's plenty of water out there, there's plenty of trouble, and 

especially those crosswinds are just not easy to judge because it depends on the shape.  If 

you have right-to-left wind, you draw it, the ball goes further, and if you fade it, it goes really 

short because you're fighting the wind.  So you've got to pick your line and hit a proper shot.   
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I actually played extremely well starting off the first whatever, seven, eight holes, I hit a lot of 

quality golf shots.  Really, really good shots.  Just one bad one, the 4-iron I told you about on 

No. 3.  Towards the end there were a couple -- when I saw I still had a four-, five-shot lead, 

three-shot lead, I was trying to make solid pars, let's face it, instead of taking chances to 

make birdies and end up making a bogey or double bogey. 

 

Q.  Bernhard, it's been said the toughest way to win a golf tournament is going wire to 

wire.  Would you agree or did you enjoy getting out to the big lead on Friday? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, I enjoy it when I get into the lead most of the time.  I would 

much rather have a five-, six-, seven-shot lead than being five, six, seven behind because 

the only way to win then is by shooting the course record or something brilliant and that's not 

always easily done on a Sunday.  So I don't mind it at all.  I've won wire to wire and I've won 

from behind, but I enjoy being ahead. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What are your plans now for the next month that we have this long break? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, the way I've been putting, that's a good thing so I don't have 

to maybe not spend quite as much time with a shorter putter and probably just try and 

perfect what I've got going.  I'll have to think about that.  Otherwise, just enjoy my family, my 

kids, do the stuff that normal dads do when they're home for the weekend or staying home.  

It will be a very long year from once we get going with a couple of tough stretches of maybe 

three or four in a row, which I don't particularly like, but I might do it anyways. 

 

Q.  How does this add to your Valentine's Day and what will you do to celebrate? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's fantastic to win.  Everybody out here wants to win and get 

to go back to Hualalai in Hawaii next year.  Well, I would have gone back anyways, I guess, 

I've already qualified.  That's always a bonus.   

 

I'm hopefully going to have an hour or two with my wife.  We'll go out to dinner somewhere, 

I'm pretty hungry right now.  Celebrate Valentine's Day and drive home, and then it's her 

birthday tomorrow so it will hopefully be a nice day tomorrow. 

 

Q.  You had mentioned a little bit on the broadcast about okay, got the win with the 

first nonanchored putter.  Was that weighing on your mind a little bit?  I mean, it didn't 

take you very long to win, but was it? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, you just never know.  Whenever you make a drastic change 

or a change of some sort, you never know.  I'm 58 now, so if you look at the statistics, a lot 

of guys don't win when they're near 60.  But I still think I have some good golf left in me and 

I'm glad the way I putted this week was probably better than I putted many weeks last year 

when I was anchored.  That gives me hope that I can probably pursue with this style and still 

do very, very well. 
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DAVE SENKO:  Thank you, Bernhard. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Great.  Thank you all, too. 
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