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TREVOR BRITTON AND ABDEL RAOUL 
GOLF TO PARADISE – FIRST TEE CHAMPIONS CHALLENGE     
February 14, 2016  
 
 

Q.  Can you start off by introducing yourselves?  

 

TREVOR BRITTON:  I'm Trevor Britton from Greater Chicago First Tee.   

 

ABDEL RAOUL:  Abdel Raoul from Greater Chicago.  

 

Q.  We're going to start, we'll go you first.  Can you walk us through your day today 

from maybe the first tee when you tee off and what your mindset was throughout the 

day.  

 

TREVOR BRITTON:  Today was rough.  Like my first tee shot, I think I blocked it right into 

the water and from there I just had to keep my head up and shake the next shot off.  

Thankfully I hit a good 5-iron to the middle of the green and two-putted for a good bogey and 

then kind of grinded around through there.  

 

Q.  Tell us about your day when you were getting ready to tee off and how it 

compared to yesterday for you.  

 

ABDEL RAOUL:  It was not pretty, a lot of bad shots.  But the first hole, it wasn't that bad.  I 

hit a shot in the fairway and I missed the green second shot.  Then I had a two-putt from my 

chip shot.  But the rest of the day wasn't that good.  I was relying on Trevor a lot. 

 

Q.  Can you guys let us all know in here what First Tee Core Value were you 

representing this week?   

 

TREVOR BRITTON:  I say we used mostly if not all of them pretty well, but sportsmanship, 

good judgment, those were the main ones.  I know we use respect as our Core Value.  No, 

keeping everyone motivated, keeping their head up and just like having fun out there really 

made the round a lot better. 

 

Q.  What does it mean to you to now win this Golf to Paradise First Tee Champions 

Challenge going back to Chicago?  

 

TREVOR BRITTON:  I think it's pretty cool, an out-of-state win, for sure.  Especially, I don't 

know, it's an honor I guess because our name -- is our name going to be on here? 

 

Q.  Yeah, your name will be on here.  

 

ABDEL RAOUL:  That's pretty cool.   
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TREVOR BRITTON:  That'll be pretty cool. 

 

Q.  It will definitely give you some bragging rights.  Moving forward, next year's 

competitors that come to this Golf to Paradise First Tee Champions Challenge, what 

advice would you give them on playing this course or coming down to beautiful 

Paradise Coast?  

 

ABDEL RAOUL:  I'd say watch the greens, don't get down.  That's one thing Trevor kept 

telling me.  And just have fun, just be happy, don't stress too much, just have a good time. 

 

Q.  What hole did you find the most difficult today?   

 

TREVOR BRITTON:  No. 15 for sure, I think that's a par 5.  14 or 15.  Our third shots, if we 

didn't land it on the green, we were left with a tough chip shot, and most groups kept flying 

their chip shot back and forth.  I know that messed up their round and it was a real struggle. 

 

Q.  How about each of you walk us through what you did on 14, kind of your approach 

to each shot and what was going through your mind at that time, the par 5.   

 

TREVOR BRITTON:  So I knew I just needed to get a ball in-bounds because it's kind of a 

tight hole.  So I landed my ball, it was like five, 10 yards away from out-of-bounds but it was 

on the right side, which left me a good angle into the green.  I just hit a good layup shot right 

in front of the green where I knew I would have a good pitch, and thankfully I pitched it up 

about 10, 15 feet away and I just two-putted for par. 

 

Q.  Can you walk us through what you did on 14?  

 

ABDEL RAOUL:  My tee shot was actually pretty good.  It was less out of the fairway in a 

little dip, so I had some decent distance.  But I missed my next shot to the right and I went 

OB.  Then I dropped, missed my chip up.  Then I finally got up and then I two-putted from 

there. 

 

Q.  Sounds like a very challenging hole.  

 

ABDEL RAOUL:  It was. 

 

Q.  Thank you so much for joining us.  Congratulations on your win and being the 

2016 Golf to Paradise First Tee Champions Challenge winner.  

 

TREVOR BRITTON:  Thanks for having us.  

 

ABDEL RAOUL:  Thank you. 
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