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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:    BERNHARD LANGER 
February 13, 2016  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, Bernhard, another great round today, 6-under 66, 16 under, which 

puts you seven better than Kenny and Scott Dunlap, which is the largest 36-hole lead in 

tournament history.  Mike Hill had a six-shot lead after two rounds 20-plus years ago.  

Maybe just share your thoughts on your day today and where things are looking ahead to 

Sunday. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Today I played pretty solid again, maybe a couple of tee shots 

were not as good, particularly on 18.  I drove it in a bunker and hit a spectacular bunker shot 

all over water onto the green and was able to make par.  But in general I still played pretty 

solid golf, hit a lot of greens in regulation.  Didn't make any really long putts like yesterday.  I 

made two really long ones yesterday, but came close on a number of occasions and then 

finally made a couple on 16 and 17.  Then obviously the eagle putt on 3, the eagle putt on 3 

was huge.  I hit a really nice drive, a 2-hybrid to about 15 feet and made that putt to extend 

my lead.  Was able to go around without making a bogey, which is always an achievement, I 

think. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  How far was your putt on 3, did you say?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  15 feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And how about the birdie at 5 and 6, the par 3?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No. 5 was a beautiful 6-iron, landed right next to the hole and rolled 

about seven feet by or so, six, seven feet by, and made that putt for birdie.   

 

The next, 6, I hit a great tee shot and beautiful 3-wood to the back edge and made a 

fantastic two-putt from -- it was actually three yards through the green and the pin was 

somewhere up front, so that was a very long putt.  It was maybe the longest putt I've had all 

year, so that was a good two-putt. 

 

No. 16 was 8-iron, came up a little short in the middle of the green and probably made there 

about a 20-, 25-foot putt.  Then 17 was a driver, not very good in the left rough, then a 5-iron 

layup, pitching wedge to about 12 feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What's the mindset when you have a lead like that on Sunday?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I try to keep the mindset at playing smart-aggressive, which means 

I still have to try and make birdies but I'm still going to play smart.  So if some pins are really 

tucked and you short-side yourself, you have no chance to get up and down.  So I'm going 

to try to avoid making mistakes and take my chances on some of the holes where you can 

take chances.  That's what I call smart-aggressive.  You be aggressive when you can be 
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and you play smart when you need to, and hopefully avoid bogeys and still shoot whatever, 

2, 3 or 4 under and then it would be hard for anyone to catch me. 

 

Q.  On 16, correct me if I'm wrong, but it looked like your reaction was after you made 

that putt, it looked like where is this?  Did you feel like -- 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I came very close on the hole before, the hole before, the 

hole before, you know, so there were like three or four putts that were either online just short 

or just didn't go in.  So finally it rolled in, so I was relieved, yeah, and showed it that way. 

 

Q.  With as well as you're scoring and you're not putting the way -- yesterday you 

thought you putted pretty well, especially a couple long ones, are you really 

encouraged about what the potential is down the road? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yes, there's always -- I know when things go great, it's 

unbelievable the scores that can be produced.  I once won a tournament by 17 shots.  When 

everything gets going, you know, I can go low.  But there's still a couple of hiccups out there 

which I got away with, and like the tee shot on 18 and the tee shot on 17 I wasn't happy with.  

But I did a lot of good things as well, hit a lot of good shots when I had to.  I hit the green on 

No. 2.  I hit almost straight at the flag on No. 12, the par 3 over water, which was one of my 

best shots today, solid, into the wind, things like that.  So there was a lot of good out there 

and I made some good putts, they just didn't drop in.  You can't control it if you have a 15-, 

20-footer.  And the greens later in the afternoon, the grass grows a little bit, you get a couple 

of scuff marks, a couple of pitch marks.  It's not a billiard table, it's not like putting on this. 

 

Q.  How different were the conditions today?  And also you mentioned the par you 

made on 18, does that give you a nice boost going into tomorrow? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It certainly did.  The way I finished today gave me a big boost 

because I finished birdie-birdie-par and it could have been par or 1 over, so that was a big 

boost.  Put me 7 in front, I believe, instead of maybe 4 or 5, so I was very happy to finish the 

way I did. 

 

Q.  And the wind, how different was that? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, the wind, yeah, it was obviously blowing from a slightly 

different direction but much stronger.  Yesterday we had four to eight miles an hour, today 

was more like it felt like 10 to at times 18, 20 gusting.  But it's hard to tell.  It just was more of 

it and more inconsistent.  Yesterday was more of a consistent five-mile-an-hour breeze.  

Today was sometimes a little more, sometimes a little less. 

 

Q.  You didn't do anything different as far as your putting approach today? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, no.  I didn't even bring the other putter out to practice with it so 

I just left it alone.  If I can shoot 10 under with that putter style, I might as well have another 
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go at it.  And I putted all right.  I had some fantastic two-putts from long distance and made a 

few and really I didn't miss any short ones.  What else can you expect from a putting, right? 

 

Q.  Kenny Perry made the comment that at some point toward the end of last year the 

two of you had a conversation where you told him, you said as far as the putting 

goes, you said, "I'll figure this out."  So you had that confidence at some point that 

this is going to work out fine? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I do.  You know, I didn't know when I might figure it out, 

whether it will take me a week, a month or six months, but my attitude is such that I believe 

when you give it a hundred percent and you try hard, you'll find a way.  That's how I've dealt 

with issues in the past in my life.  It's not the first time there's an obstacle or hurdle to 

overcome.  So you just work at it, you gather some information, you figure out what makes 

the most sense and what is the most comfortable and then go with it.  But I didn't have a 

time frame, I just knew I wasn't going to mess with it last year.  I wanted to win the Schwab 

Cup and the Money List, so why would you mess the last two or three months?  Or even 

some guys asked me, "Well, when are you going to try a new putter?"  I said, "Not until the 

year's over." 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Bernhard. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Have a good evening.  Thanks for your patience, thanks for 

waiting. 
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