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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   BERNHARD LANGER  
February 12, 2016  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, Bernhard, great start, 10 under.  The only blemish, No. 11, but two 

runs of five straight birdies on the front and back.  Maybe just talk about the 62. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  You had to bring that up, didn't you?  You want to go through all 

the birdies and all that stuff? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Just talk a little about your day. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it was a beautiful day for golf, just fantastic.  Blue skies and 

nice temperature, not too much wind.  The golf course is in phenomenal condition.  

Obviously I had to make a decision this morning on what putter to use and I went with the 

long one not anchored and it was the right decision I think.  Even though I missed two putts, 

one from about six feet and one from five feet, I think, but I made a couple of very long ones 

and made a lot of reasonable shorter ones.   

 

The key was I drove it well, I hit some of my irons pretty close to the pin, within whatever, 

four to 10 feet, and I made most of these putts.  That enabled me to make 11 birdies and 

one bogey.  It was especially nice to finish with five birdies because I missed about -- on 11 I 

hit a great tee shot, only hit 9-iron to a tight pin but I pulled it in the trap and hit it out to about 

six feet and missed a five- or six-foot putt there.  Then I missed about another five- or 

six-footer on 13 for birdie, so that was kind of an iffy stretch in my round.  Then to come back 

after missing those two shorter putts with five birdies to finish, that was pretty special. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Maybe just go through that stretch from 14 to 18, Bernhard. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  14 was a driver and 7-iron, about a 15-footer.  15 was a driver, 

pitching wedge, probably 18 feet.  16 was an 8-iron, 12 feet.  17 was a driver, 3-wood, 

green-side bunker, and I tried to use a pitching wedge and kind of run it up there because 

the pin was near the water and far away so I didn't want to fly a sand wedge all the way into 

the wind and spin it back.  Played a really poor bunker shot, still had about a 40-foot putt left 

and I made that one.  And then 18 was a perfect drive, beautiful 6-iron to about four feet or 

five feet and made the putt. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Your 62 tied the low first-round score here.  You did it three years ago and 

then Larry Mize in '12 and Gary Koch in 2004.  Questions? 

 

Q.  Why is it that you've always played well here?  I mean, as far as finishes go, I don't 

think it's anything worse than like a tied for fourth, I think. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I don't know exactly why, but we talked about it a few days 

ago when I was in here.  I think one is I feel at home here.  I live in Boca Raton and play a 
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lot of golf over there and practice on similar grass, similar greens.  But that by itself doesn't 

do it.  I play other tournaments when I don't do so well.  I'm not sure.  I do like the golf 

course.  I think it's a strategic golf course, you've got to do everything well.  It can grab you.  

There's a bunch of water out there and some tight pins.  There's usually some wind and so 

you've got to do everything well here, in particular on this golf course but also just down the 

road.  Not sure what it is, I just feel comfortable here and generally I've always had a decent 

start.  If I look back the last eight or nine years on this tour, I had a pretty good start every 

year starting in Hawaii and then playing Boca and coming here.  I always played fairly good 

golf this time of the year. 

 

Q.  The other question I had and you mentioned it about the putting, is that decision 

made on a feel thing or is it made on how you practice before you go out and play? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, a bit of both.  I practiced with two different putters last night 

and I practiced some more this morning before the round with two different putters.  Then I 

can go either way, but I decided to go with a long one today and was glad I did because I 

putted very well except for those two short ones that I missed.  But if you add up all the feet I 

made today, it was quite substantial, I think. 

 

Q.  You said a 40-footer? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  That was one of them, and then I made another 40-footer or 

35-footer on 9, I think it was.  Then a bunch of 10-, 15-footers or thereabouts.  That's pretty 

good. 

 

Q.  I'm guessing you started out feeling confident that you were going to make the 

right decision with the putter, but was there a putt that you made that kind of kept that 

going or reinforced it early in the round or anything? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, just putted fairly solid.  I made about a five-, six-footer on 3 for 

birdie, which was big.  Then I made probably a 10-footer on 4 and another six-footer on 5 

and another five-footer on 6 and some stuff like that.  When you keep making them, it's not 

just making them but you feel you made a good stroke and the ball's going in the middle of 

the hole, not just lipping in or something like that, it obviously feeds confidence, yeah. 

 

Q.  And you've got a four-shot lead with two rounds left.  How do you approach that 

the next two days or do you not even care? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  I don't care.  I mean, I care, but I don't really worry about that or 

look at it a great deal.  I've got a lot of golf to play.  Hopefully do more of what I have been 

doing trying to keep the ball in play, give myself good looks at birdies and see where we 

stand in a day or two from now. 

 

Q.  Considering how well you did putt today with the long putter unanchored, will you 

go through the same process tomorrow or is this your gamer for the rest of this 
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event? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  That's a good question.  I haven't actually thought about it, just 

came in off my round.  There's a chance I might still practice a little bit with my other putter, 

the Kuchar-style putter, because that doesn't feel too bad either, and then decide again 

tomorrow morning what's going to happen. 

 

Q.  Did you feel a round like this coming?  Was your game building?  The first two 

weeks you've been close.    

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  You know, it's a fine line.  I played actually some really good golf in 

Hawaii, just made some silly bogeys.  Drove the ball pretty good in Boca, I thought, and just 

didn't make a lot of putts.  Probably didn't hit the irons close enough.  So today it all kind of 

came together.  I drove it great, I'm hitting irons for the most part pretty close.  It's easier to 

make a six-footer than it is to make 30-footers.  Boca was really windy as well.  It's difficult in 

a 20-mile an hour wind to hit your irons close to the hole, especially when they're tucked 

away, and if you short-side yourself, you have nothing downwind.  Did I see it coming?  

Sooner or later I was hoping it would happen, but you never know. 

 

Q.  How is your confidence in your putting now once you got going today? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, if I have a few more days like this, yeah, my confidence will 

definitely be higher.  I didn't quite know what to except because I've haven't been putting 

that way for the last 20 years.  I haven't even been thinking about anything other than what 

I've been doing.  

 

Q.  The wind, was it less than it's been in the past, and if that's the case, what does 

that allow you to do? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it was less than, certainly less than Tuesday.  I played a 

practice round Tuesday and it was blowing 23 or 25 miles an hour and that was really 

difficult.  Wind makes it always hard.  So today was four, five miles an hour most of the time, 

sometimes nothing, thereabouts.  But wind makes it hard.  So if there's no wind, you can be 

more aggressive, you can shoot to your numbers more precise and you generally, most of 

the guys just play better because it's easier.  I don't think you're going to see these types of 

scores that we saw today; if the wind was blowing 15, 20, I don't think you would see that. 
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