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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   JAY HAAS 
February 12, 2016  
 
 

 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, we would like to welcome Jay Haas after a 6-under 66 today.  Jay, 

maybe just get us started, talk about some general thoughts on your day and it looks like 

bogey-free, six birdies, no bogeys. 

 

JAY HAAS:  Right.  Yeah, it was probably as good as I've played in a year or more.  Tee to 

green I really was solid.  I missed a couple greens, mis-hit an iron at the first hole, but other 

than that I hit a lot of good shots at the flag.  It was not easy but I never really felt like I was 

going to make a bogey.  I maybe had a two-footer was my longest putt for par.  It was a fun 

day.  Really hit the ball well and gave myself quite a few opportunities, so I was more than 

pleased. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, 2 and 3? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Yeah, 2, my hybrid club to about 20 feet, made that.  And then 3 I hit a gap 

wedge from 105 yards or so to about nine feet, made that.  6, a par 5, nice gap wedge shot 

to about 12 feet, made it.  Then 8, 6-iron to about seven feet.  11, 8-iron to about three feet.  

And 17, gap wedge to 15 feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  You've got to be pretty happy with how the year's unfolded, I guess.  You 

played well in Hawaii and last week and then a nice round today. 

 

JAY HAAS:  Yeah, in '14 I had probably one of my best, most consistent years I've ever 

had, and then in '15 I had one of my worst years.  I had a top 10 at Boca last year and then 

didn't have another one the rest of the year.  In '14 I had 17 top 10s.  So I wasn't expecting 

last year.  I won't say I worked any harder or anything like that, but I've got some swing keys 

that seem to be doing better, hitting a lot more shots that I feel comfortable with.  I didn't 

know what to expect though starting off, but a fourth place in Hawaii and then 15th last week 

and played pretty darn well last week, too, other than a couple little stretches.   

 

So I was excited about coming in here and I've had some decent tournaments here in the 

past and I like the golf course.  It's playing long.  I was excited to see the nice weather today.  

I played Wednesday and it was blowing and cold, it was cold Sunday last week, Saturday 

last week, so it was nice to feel like I was playing in Florida again. 

 

Q.  Talk about your Presidents Cup experience.  I mean, when you're around players, 

not that the players out here aren't of high caliber, but when you're among the best in 

the world, do you draw on that at all? 

 

JAY HAAS:  You know, a little bit.  I spent a lot of time on the PGA TOUR last year watching 
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the guys, talking to them a little bit.  You know, I've been around Bill for quite a while so I 

know what good looks like.  All those guys are extremely good.  Hopefully some of that 

rubbed off, but I think just the whole experience just kind of lifted me a little bit.  As you can 

imagine, the experience of winning the cup first and foremost was wonderful.  Being around 

those guys was something I'll never forget.  And then the way it finished out with Bill being in 

the last match and clinching the point, you say it doesn't get any better than that and I'm 

honest about that, I don't imagine it can get much better than it did.  We had a ball over 

there.  We still reflect back on it and just got a nice book from the PGA TOUR with a bunch 

of pictures in it.  We reminisce, kind of go there, I remember that, I remember that, I don't 

remember that.  So there was some things from Sunday night that I didn't remember so 

much.  But I won't say that's the reason I'm playing better, but I think it's a good feeling being 

around those guys and again watching good play under pressure and what real pressure is.  

You know, maybe I learned a little something subconsciously and have taken it away. 

 

Q.  Is it tough knowing you're 6 under, and I don't know what Bernhard did on the last 

hole.  He birdied?  So you're four back.  That's obviously not different for Bernhard to 

be playing well at some point during the season. 

 

JAY HAAS:  Right.  Yeah, I'm just concerned with me and what I'm doing and trying to play 

as well as I can play.  I was actually a little surprised when I was 5 under maybe through 14 

or something like that and I saw that that was tied for the lead with Bernhard.  I was a little 

surprised because it was such a good day.  But I think when we're playing well, one of us is 

playing well, it seems easier and you can't understand why everyone's not doing it.  When 

you're playing poorly, it seems how is that guy shooting 5 under.  I didn't expect maybe 6 to 

be leading but maybe didn't see 10 under, either.  There's no defense out here.  You can't 

go out and guard anybody, so you just have to play as hard as you can.  And I think 

Bernhard's put his mark on this golf course, I think he loves it as much as anybody and has 

played well.  I think maybe he's shot 10 under here before, I don't know. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Yeah. 

 

JAY HAAS:  That's a pretty amazing round, I don't care what course you're playing on. 

 

Q.  What's it like when you're in a group with Freddie and just gallery wise and 

everything? 

 

JAY HAAS:  Yeah, I think it's fun.  We're all kind of on stage, I guess.  So when you don't 

have an audience, it's maybe not as fun, so it's nice to have people out there watching and 

they get excited about Freddie.  He chipped one in for eagle on one hole and got them all 

cranked up.  But we've been buddies for, gosh, 30 years now.  I think both of us enjoy each 

other's company as much as the other guy and it relaxes us maybe just playing.  Usually we 

talk about anything other than golf when we're out there, and I think both of us feed off of 

that a little bit.  Both of us played well.  He didn't finish as strongly as he wanted to maybe.  

He missed a few putts and maybe wasn't as sharp as he could have been.  This is his first 

round here, second round here other than the pro-am.  He proved today why he's one of the 
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best just the way he played.  He shot 4 under and it was about the worst he could have shot.  

But it's fun, without a question it's a ton of fun playing with Fred. 

 

Q.  You were talking about the weather.  It sounds like it's going to continue to be like 

this, in the 70s.  Could we really see scores really go low because of that? 

 

JAY HAAS:  I don't know that you'll see Bernhard shooting 30 under, 10 under every day, 

but I think there will be really good scores if the wind doesn't blow.  I've seen this is probably 

the least amount of wind we're going to get this week, but if it's 10 or 12, we're kind of 

expecting that no matter where we are in Florida.  But as long as it's warm, I think that 

makes it kind of -- if it was two more days like today, yes, you might see some crazy 

numbers, but I think it will taper off a little bit if we get just even 10 to 12 miles an hour. 
 

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/lpga-tour/pure-silk-bahamas-2016/

