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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   FRED COUPLES  
February 11, 2016  
 
 

 

Q.  How are you adjusting to this weather? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Oh, great, great, been feeling good.  I don't know, I just haven't been 

playing a whole lot.  Played Hualalai and was excited to see that this was not during the L.A. 

Open.  So I'm here and a little rusty, but obviously going to see the course today and I 

couldn't tell you the name of the one I won on.  I want to say The Quarry?  

 

Q.  You're right, that's good. 

 

FRED COUPLES:  It came to my head when I said it. 

 

Q.  It's right down the road.  

 

FRED COUPLES:  I know nothing about this one so maybe I'll like this one even more than 

The Quarry.  Like I said, I would never, ever skip -- it's hard to come play two events, but 

when I came here, I loved it.  So it was very disappointing the next year that it was up 

against L.A. and it's been up against L.A., we don't need to go over that, except for this year.    

 

Q.  You're going to play next week? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  I'm going to play next week.  Probably be my last L.A. Open. 

 

Q.  That would be sad.  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, maybe not, maybe not.  But I'm excited to play here and obviously 

get the swing down a little bit and play well next week and not embarrass myself. 

 

Q.  What's your goal when you're going into an event you haven't played or you don't 

maybe feel like --  

 

FRED COUPLES:  I'm hitting a little extra today and I've got something to do after the round.  

Was going to hit a few more but I think we'll be finished at dark.  I'll come out a little early 

tomorrow.  I know we're playing early.  But my goal is as long as I can hit it solid, I can go 

from there.  When you go play, if you miss them to the right, then you miss them to the left, 

then you've got to figure a lot out.  If you're missing them to one side, you move your stance 

or fix your swing a little bit.  But I feel like I'll be fine.  I mean, I don't know if I'm ready, I 

played pretty good at Hualalai, finished sixth.  Then at the end of last year I had a lot of 

fourth to sixth place finishes.   

 

You know how you've got to beat these guys.  You've just got to play well every single 
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round.  And it seems like I'll have a little stretch of seven or eight holes where I'll play 1-over 

par and you lose ground.  I'm not the kind of guy to say oh, when you play the PGA TOUR 

Champions, it's only 54 holes.  It doesn't matter if it's 54 holes, if you have a bad seven- or 

eight-hole stretch, you're going to lose ground to the leaders.  We could have 18 hole 

tournaments, doesn't matter.  But for me, just like everyone, I have to get off, feel good on 

the greens and figure out today how fast they are.  I think they're bermuda, what are the 

greens?  Rye or whatever?  They're probably absolutely perfect.  Those are good things that 

I can pick up pretty fast.  I'm not saying I'm a great putter, but the knowledge of the greens I 

think is something that I do fairly strongly.  So I'm not really too concerned about that.  A 

long-winded answer, you know, I feel like I can compete and that's my goal. 

 

Q.  Do you have any level of interest with the Ryder Cup?  A lot of people are 

endorsing you for it.  Do you have any particular feelings or thoughts on that? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I did and then they chose Davis, which is a great pick.  So I still do, 

but it's not the end of the world.  I mean, The PGA of America, they select their guys and I 

think they did a great job picking Davis.  I would love to have done it but I'm not -- I mean, I 

was disappointed at the time but I'm not really that disappointed.  I know our team will do 

well.  He'll have a great team.  We were just with them in the Presidents Cup just four 

months ago and they played really, really well.  And it will probably be the same nucleus of 

guys, maybe a couple miss and a couple make it.  But they're on their way to playing great, 

it's just tough to beat.  When you haven't won in a long time, it's not easy. 

 

Q.  You get scrutinized for everything.   

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I think the captain does and I think the players do, too.  You know, 

it depends on if you make a gaffe or two, which in golf it's very hard to believe that a captain 

can really make a major mistake because it's very weird how our sport, players kind of tell 

you how they're feeling, what they do and then you listen.  They're not hurt, but I mean I 

heard it all.  That Phil asked to not play with Keegan and they were winning every match 5 

and 4.  But Phil's not 38 years old and he wanted to be ready for Sunday and he went out 

and lost, I think he lost to Justin Rose in an unbelievable match.  But you don't scrutinize 

anyone for that.  Other times Tom Watson didn't pair these guys together and then before 

Davis was captain it was Tom Lehman.  The players play.  I've been on winning Presidents 

Cup teams and we do really well and we're all comfortable, but there's no way I could sit 

here and tell you the job I did in Muirfield or Australia or what Jay just did in Korea, we won 

the Presidents Cup because we did a better job than a Ryder Cup captain.  That's 

impossible. 

 

Q.  How much do you plan on playing this year? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Good question.  I'm going to try and play, I'm going to play L.A. and 

Augusta and then maybe 10 or 12 other events.  So not a whole lot, but enough to make it 

fun and interesting.  And then they all come up pretty fast here.  I think after Augusta or 

during Augusta I'm going to play four out of five weeks, right?  Is there some flurry of 
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majors?  Yeah, we're just ripping them right out of there.  That becomes hard.  I have to 

really pay attention to that two months because I tried it a couple years ago and then I was 

off the tour for, came back like at Seattle and Calgary.  I just think I want to play four or five 

weeks in a row but I can't, it's impossible. 

 

Q.  Peyton Manning, when they talked to him before the Super Bowl, said one of the 

things that meant the most to him was the respect, he wanted to have respect from 

coaches and players.  You have from a golf standpoint, you have that, and I was 

wondering what does that mean to you? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I think for a golfer, we play so long that if you just, you know, it's an 

individual sport so we all -- he'll tell you, I yell at a lot of people and I get frustrated but when 

I leave and come back and see them the next day, I'm not like Jekyll and Hyde.  I get 

frustrated, he'll tell you.  I'm staying with him this week.  So after I'm done today, we go 

back, I put my feet up.  I don't go out to some bar and have a Coke and have dinner.  So 

when I'm done, my mind says you're done, you need to get out of here.   

 

So in football, these guys play whether they're beat up or not and I don't know what he's 

going to do.  But as far as golfers, I plan on playing another two or three years.  It's not a full 

schedule, but I have respect for all these guys.  People ask why this guy's so good or they'll 

ask why that guy's not so good, and to be honest with you, you guys know, it's a shot here or 

there.  So I feel like a better player gets more respect because maybe he hits a better shot 

at one given time or another guy didn't.  Trust me, I've won enough, I haven't won a ton of 

tournaments but there are other guys who I think are just as good as players but they don't 

win as much.  And I still have a lot of respect for the game.  And one of them, Tom Kite 

down there, he's out here every day.  He's 66 and he's on the range longer than anyone.  I 

have a lot of respect for that.  Now, even if he didn't win four tournaments I would have a lot 

of respect for that.   

 

So the word goes because if Payton Manning retires now, Tom Kite's still got, what's he got, 

27 more years of doing something where people look at.  Peyton Manning, maybe he'll do 

TV, maybe he'll do commercials and people will still have respect but in golf it lasts forever.  

Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, Billy Casper was amazing.  I would never want to miss him at 

Augusta, he was one of my favorites.  People are like Billy Casper?  I say yeah, Billy 

Casper, the guy is incredible.   

 

So it's fun, I enjoy it.  I enjoyed being out here.  It's just very entertaining.  But what I really 

enjoy is my tee time tomorrow.  Today the pro-ams are great, I've never had a problem with 

pro-ams.  But the most fun is, and I'm playing with Colin and Jay Haas, out here you get 

what I consider phenomenal tee times, pairings.  If you play well, then you're going to get 

two other great players.  I play with Tom Watson five times a year.  Who can say they play 

with Tom Watson five times a year?  He just shot under his age at Hualalai.  Those are 

things you admire.  I look at Tom Lehman and marvel, his body looks like it hurts and he 

goes out there and plays really, really well.   
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Then there's other guys, Jerry Smith who won his first tournament last year at Chicago, 

been a pro forever.  The amazing thing that we have sponsors and we get to play when 

you're Tom Kite's 66 and some other guy's 50 and they're still playing for money, a lot of 

money.  I was riding on the plane yesterday and we were watching Kobe Bryant and LeBron.  

The guy next to me, he said, Wouldn't you really want to see another basketball league 

where Magic and Larry were still playing?   

 

I said, Sir, I don't want to be an idiot, but they couldn't even run up and down the court.  

Larry Bird can barely sit and watch Indiana play.  That's why golf, and people play golf to 

stay alive.  I live in Palm Springs, you guys are in Naples.  People live here because of the 

weather.  I'm not going to move to Minnesota at age 60 to be in that, you know?  Wow, 

Minnesota, how's that five months there in the winter?  I don't want to sound like a jerk, but 

these basketball guys, their bodies are done, they're done. 

 

Q.  I saw Wilt Chamberlain's toes. 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, yeah.  It's very entertaining that we can still do it and play. 

 

Q.  Speak of commercials, do you get kidded a lot about your commercial with the 

gal? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Do you? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah.  We didn't do any of those this year with Mitsubishi, they took a 

year off.  We did them with Bridgestone and Kuchar and Snedeker and Nick Price and 

Hudson Swafford we did them.  But Mitsubishi took a year off, which was disappointing 

because they're usually the best. 

 

Q.  The one's been running a lot.  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, they're going to run the same ones that they did last year.  But 

they did a couple extras.  Yeah, there's one I'm sitting in a movie theater and there's another 

one where I break a couple things.  But they're good, they make us look better than we are. 
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