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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   ESTEBAN TOLEDO  
February 7, 2016  
 
 

Q.  What do you think the lengths of the putts were on the playoff, the last hole?  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I guess I was like 70 feet.  I was 70 feet from the hole and left it, what, 

four feet, left-to-right break.  Wasn't that easy with that wind.  I just trust the line and I hit it.   

 

Q.  (Inaudible.)  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I think it was about six feet, six feet, but it was kind of bumpy.  I saw 

it, I walk around the hole.  I never thought he was going to miss the putt.  I think it was kind 

of on the left corner, but I think he might pull it or maybe the wind caught it.  I just, I can't 

believe he missed the putt.  Then I knew I had a chance again and I wasn't going to slip 

away.  So I hit the same putt on the 53rd hole.  It was exactly the same and I hit it right on 

the left edge and it went right in.  So I knew that that putt, it was left corner.  I mean, that's it, 

and I trust it and it went right in. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  On the third playoff hole?  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  The third playoff. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  How far did you say it was?   

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I was about three and a half feet.  But it was a slider into the wind, so 

I trust it and it went right in. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, congratulations, Esteban.  Maybe just talk about the day.  I know how 

difficult it was out there with the wind and cold weather, but you persevered and came out 

with your fourth win and third in a playoff now. 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Well, it was an exciting day for all of us.  The wind was blowing 20 to 

25 miles an hour and I told my caddie last night, I have to shoot 5 under or better to have a 

chance. 

 

I never looked at the leaderboard until my putt on the last hole.  I knew that Billy was 12 

under and I was 11 and he was on 14.  That's when I saw.  That's the first time I saw the 

leaderboard.  Why I'm doing that, I have no idea.  I guess it's my routine.  I don't put 

pressure on myself thinking what holes I have to birdie or what holes they have so they can 

birdie.  I just play my own game.  I really don't look at the leaderboard so I don't put pressure 

on myself.  Instead I keep looking at the board instead of just playing golf.  That's pretty 

much what I do the last four wins, I would just focus in myself and a shot at a time.  For me, 

it works.  Maybe it's not the same criteria, but this is how it works for me so I just keep doing 

it until whatever happens. 
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So being in a playoff is not that easy.  It's a lot of stress, it's a lot of nerves, you against the 

other guy.  You've got to bring your game the best you can and hopefully they make the 

mistakes and hopefully you don't.  So that's pretty much in a playoff that's how I look at it.   

 

But the rest as you know, you saw it.  Windy, tough conditions for everybody.  I heard Tom 

Byrum shot a 64.  It was there, it was very impressive that he shot 64.  I'm glad he was 

behind me instead of in front of me, but it was possible.  In any conditions, any player can 

shoot low.  I knew what I had to do and sometimes I surprise myself how well I play in tough 

conditions.  So it's just amazing for me to be able to win for the fourth time.  It's a thrill for 

me. 

 

Q.  Were you getting tired of playing 18? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Yes.  I guess, you know, when he hit it on the left side on the first 

playoff hole, he was up in the palm trees and the little ones.  I never saw him.  I was playing, 

I was just playing my own game.  If he makes par, I wish him good luck because a good guy, 

good player that is good for this tour.  Such a humble guy and such a nice guy that you wish 

him the best.  If they're going to make birdie and you make par, fine, I take it.   

 

Hit a great third shot, and the fourth shot it was amazing under that pressure and put it about 

three feet and I missed the putt.  But back again, I was playing my own game and if I'm 

going it lose, I'm going to lose with a birdie.  I don't think I'm going to lose with a bogey.  So I 

was very concentrated in that.  If he was going to birdie that hole, he had a great chance to 

birdie the hole, he was only like 160 or 150 to the hole, the last hole, and I can't believe he 

left it short.  Maybe the wind caught it or something.  When I walked by and saw the lie, it 

was a perfect lie, but I never thought he was going to make bogey.  But I guess nerves and 

wind and tough conditions, that's what happens.  So I kind of stayed back and I make two 

putts and I ended up winning. 

 

Q.  What about your shot on 17 in the playoff?  You were way back and didn't look like 

not the greatest lie. 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  No, I was right against a tree and my caddie gave me a perfect 

yardage.  I asked him one thing, was it a waste bunker.  I had never been there before so I 

want to make sure it was a waste bunker or a bunker, and he told me it was a waste bunker, 

which means I can ground a club.  I tried hooking that second shot over and over and over 

and over and I knew I was going to be able to hit a little draw and put it within 85 yards.  

That's what my yardage was.   

 

I asked him to give me yardage to get to the bunker and how far I was going to hit it from 

that bunker on and he told me 80 yards.  So it was perfect, 80 yards into the wind, perfect 

with a 60.  I fired right at the hole and unfortunately I missed the putt, and Billy just missed 

the putt, too.  But this is how it goes.  I won three tournaments in playoffs and it's been the 

same, so I'm not going to change anything. 
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Q.  You won all three of your playoffs on the third hole? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I won all the three playoff holes.  I don't know, what is the key?  You 

can't, you don't have it.  You just play your own game and if the other guy birdie, fine. 

 

Q.  But on 17 in the playoff, you did not hit a good drive.  You hit your drive right.  

Talk about that shot, how far you had to the green and then you got it on the green 

and made birdie, too.  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Well, when I was coming down, it was a cart, just got into the rough 

and it got my distraction.  I guess I should have backed off a little bit, but I was already in the 

moment so I let it go.  I was very lucky that I didn't hit the tree with about 180 yards.  It went 

through it but still I had a tough shot.  You know what, this is how it goes.  There's so many 

distractions out there, people moving or whatever, but you've got to stay focused on the 

game and that's what I was.  I just hit a perfect second shot.  I didn't have a lot of angle, but I 

had to hook it around about 80-degree shot and ended up in the fairway perfect.  I was lucky 

that I was right next to the divot but just a little bit on the right side and I was able to hit it 

right at the flag, it's no problem.  The only problem I had was the sun was hitting me so I 

couldn't see really the flag, that's the only thing. 

 

Q.  And then that two-putt to win? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I wasn't really expecting that, to be honest with you.  I said if I'm going 

to lose this one, my drive wasn't very good and I had a perfect lie, but my caddie, I want to 

hit the 7-iron on that shot but my caddie talked me into hitting a 6-iron.  So I said just get the 

6-iron and go at it.  You can't leave it short because if you leave it short, it's downwind and if 

the pin were in the front, it's going to run over.  So I said you want to make sure it's on the 

other said.  So I listened to him and hit a 6-iron and it went over.  But I was on the green and 

I've been putting so well all week, putting great, no three-putts all week and this wind and 

these conditions, that was pretty good.  So I'm just happy that it's over and I'm going to just 

enjoy myself and eat Mexican food because last time I celebrated in Montréal, Canada, I 

celebrated with a burger with my caddie in my room.  So I'm going to celebrate with 

something else better.  

 

Q.  Today is the Super Bowl.   

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Today is Super Bowl.  I'm a Broncos fan and I hope the Broncos win.  

Newton is great, it's a great sport because a young guy, you're all pulling for him.  But I was 

based out of Denver and I like Manning.  I think he has great experience and I hope he pulls 

it out.  And if he does, I think he's going to retire.  This is what I think.  It's going to be a lot of 

fun for either one.  I think whoever handle the pressure better I think is going to end up 

winning.  But still a Broncos fan and hopefully they win. 

 

Q.  Which is better, American football or futbol?  
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ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I'm not a fan of either one, to be honest with you.  I'm a boxer.  This is 

what my territory comes down the line is I'm a boxer.  I'm not a football or American football 

or futbol soccer, whatever they call it.  Not a fan of that.  I think the best team in the world is 

Brazil, this is my team. 

 

Q.  You threw a punch after you won.  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Well, I get excited, I get really excited.  Threw the left hook.  It's just 

my thing.  Chi Chi has his and I have mine.  We're not trying to be a clown or anything, but I 

think it's a celebration that I think it's a great image.  I'm a boxer.  I'm not a golfer, I'm a 

boxer.  I dominate boxing.  This is my left hook when I celebrate something and it looks 

good, so I'll take it. 

 

Q.  In sudden death, it's one on one.  When you play tournament golf, you get a field.  

Does that stress level increase?  Does your game change when you're playing with 

that kind of mentality?  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  You know, when I was a boxer, it was only me and the other guy and 

I concentrate on the other guy.  When I go out there before Sunday, I'm competing against 

80 players or 81 players, whatever the field is.  It's only me.  All I have to worry about is me.  

Not that I'm trying to be selfish or anything, but Nick Price taught me that.  When you go out 

there, it's just only you and you go out there and compete like there's all these guys.  In 

boxing, you only worry about only one guy.  When I go out there, I just play one shot at a 

time and I worry about the golf course not about who is up on the top.  I know Corey Pavin 

was up there, Tom Lehman was.  I heard he shot 17 under in the pro-am.  Kind of wondering 

oh, this guy is pretty hot, and he did. 

 

Q.  His team shot 17 under? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I heard he shot 60 in the pro-am and 7 under after nine holes, so you 

know that guy's going to be playing well.  But I knew that.  I knew who was in front of me.  I 

knew who was behind me.  But I always worry about this is my -- I've got to play my own 

game and this is my strategy.  This is what I always believe in my strategy can go out there 

and I don't give up in any shot.  So just make some birdies, do not make mistakes and it 

paid off today.   

 

I knew it was a tough day, conditions were tough.  Cold, windy, 25 miles an hour.  But I had 

my strategy.  The 67 that I shot and somebody had to come up and get me, fine, accept it.  

But when you have a chance like that to be tied for the lead and go out there and try to win 

another tournament, that's where my determination comes and my discipline.  All this 

practice with my coach and my coach and my coach and my caddie, we're able to trust 

those two things so I can go up on the golf course and trust whatever I learn from weeks 

before.  That's my strategy. 

 

https://tee-scripts.com/


5 

                                                                     

I don't give up in my things and I fight all the way to the end.  I'm a warrior.  It's how I play 

this game.  Not that I'm very good at it, but make myself good because I learn so much from 

all these guys.  Tom Lehman won majors, Bernhard won majors, all these guys.  I want to 

look for something, a role model for me.   

 

Watson, beating him in Pebble Beach, it's a thrill for me to compete against these guys that I 

see them over and over and over winning majors and it motivates me to go out and win.  My 

next thing is winning a major.  Not that it would be the greatest thing but also because I won 

four times, it is so wonderful winning the trophy, but also I want a major.  This is what we 

play for, the win.  I feel like I'm a winner because I don't give up in my things.  This is my 

vision to win tournaments and that's what we play for. 

 

Q.  On 17 Billy said he thought and he was pretty sure his putt was going to go in, 

then he said he was watching you and he thought you might have thought (inaudible) 

missed your putt? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Yeah.  Back again, it's one of those things, sometimes you think you 

have it and then you don't.  Then sometimes you feel like you're going to make the putt and 

the wind changes directions and it's a different stroke.  It's just like tussling balls and you 

don't know what's going to happen.  You practice over and over and over, but it doesn't 

mean you're going to make the putt.  Like I said, Billy is such a great competitor, great 

player, great person.  I just took the tournament away from him and this is how golf is. 

 

Q.  Did your putt go in center? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  My putt went in left on the corner like I wanted to.  The wind kind of 

stopped and it just barely went in.  But if I would have missed that putt, it would lip and then 

probably go a little further.  But I trust whatever I saw there and I look at him in the corner, 

my caddie told me in the corner and it went right in. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Esteban, on your first two playoff holes, how long were your putts?  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I think I was about maybe 10 feet, but I never putt from that angle so I 

didn't know.  I practiced from all these angles, but I think last year the pin was a little more 

on the left side.  So I headed to go straight, but when I looked at that angle it was totally 

different so I had no idea what it was going to do, either it go straight or you want to play a 

little more break.  I hit a good putt but it broke left.   

 

So the second putt, I knew it was going to go left.  But I hit a perfect putt, but the wind 

caught it a little bit and I hit it too strong and it just went by three feet.  But it's how it goes.  

This wind was probably a factor that you miss a lot of putts from three or four feet if you don't 

hit it right online. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  So the first hole you made a 10-footer? 

 

https://tee-scripts.com/


6 

                                                                     

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I missed the putt, you mean on -- 

 

DAVE SENKO:  In the playoff, the first hole, No. 18, how far was your putt?  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I was about 10 feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And how about the second?  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I was about 12 feet.  Same angle.  Just the wind was off and on, it 

was moving me.  That's when you really have to trust your stroke and I hit it too hard and it 

went by three feet and I made it coming back.  You take a chance. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  So on 18 it was 12 feet and then three feet?  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  12 feet, but I was off the green.  I was just a little off the green.  I had 

a perfect line.  Hit the same putt.  I think it broke a little more.  It just went right by it three 

feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And that was the second putt?  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  That was the second putt, the second hole. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And then on 17 it was three and a half feet for par?  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Yeah, on 17, yeah.  On 17 I had about four feet.  But it was one of 

those things, I hit the same putt on the 53rd hole, same putt, so I knew exactly what it was 

going to do.  So I hit it right on my line and it just went right in. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  How far was your putt on 17 on your 53rd hole, do you remember?  

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I think about three or four feet, about four feet. 

 

Q.  That was a great up-and-down on the 53rd hole.  I wanted to ask you, when Billy 

missed his birdie putt on the 54th hole, were you watching on TV or did somebody tell 

you that? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  No, no, I was on the driving range getting ready for the playoff if it's 

necessary.  There was no TV on the driving range so I had no idea what was going on.  I got 

David from the Golf Channel telling me what's going on.  To be honest with you, when they 

told me he was six feet, that's what they told me, I said it's pretty much over.  He's putting 

well, he's been in the situation before.  I told my caddie, well, just got to hang on and see 

what happens.  I heard the roar that somebody missed the putt, so David from the Golf 

Channel told me he missed the putt so we kind of looking forward to a playoff.  We were 

waiting for Tom Lehman because he was 10-under par going to the last hole.  So I stayed a 

little more into the positive way.  I knew that we were going to be in playoff, but I didn't know 
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it was only Billy and I.  I really thought maybe Tom birdied the last hole.  I don't know if he 

would have eagled that hole, it was too far, it was dead into the wind. 

 

Q.  You've been in three playoffs and you won all three on the third hole, is that what 

it is? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Three wins you've had on the Champions Tour, all have been in playoffs? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Four wins. 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  I have four wins. 

 

Q.  Four wins.    

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Three playoffs and one I finished -- 

 

Q.  Three out of four? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Yes.  I finished three holes the first three holes playoff.  It was 

Insperity in Houston with Gene Sauers and Mike Goodes, and then the second one was 

Kenny Perry in Montréal, three holes, three holes and then this one.  All with three holes.  

Well, somebody have to win and very lucky I ended up the winner.  I don't know, I guess 

we're going to Hawaii again. 

 

Q.  Who is your idol in golf out here? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Tom Watson.  I played with Tom Watson in my first time in my life last 

year in Hualalai.  I was very nervous playing with him, to be honest with you. 

 

Q.  Where did you play with him? 

 

ESTEBAN TOLEDO:  Hualalai last year on Saturday, and I was very nervous playing with 

Tom.  I grew up watching him play golf my whole life.  When he chip it in on the 17th hole to 

beat Jack Nicklaus, I never forget.  I was nervous.  I played with Tiger, a bunch of guys, I 

never got nervous, but with Tom Watson I did because he was my idol. 
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