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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:   COREY PAVIN  
February 6, 2016  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Corey, followed up your 66 with a 4-under 68 and you're 10-under 134, 

which you had the same score four years ago when you won after two rounds. 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Well, let's hope for the same result as four years ago, too, tomorrow.  

How's that?  

 

Q.  Just talk about your day.  You got off to a fast start with your four birdies early on.  

 

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, birdied 2.  Didn't hit a great drive but hit a really nice 6-iron in there 

and it was probably about five, six feet.  Made that one.  Then on 4 I hit 3-wood and a 

wedge.  It was a hard pin there on that hole.  I kind of played out to the left, I don't know, 

about 18, 20 feet and made a nice putt there.  That was a very quick putt.  No. 5, hit a good 

drive there and hit a little 8-iron probably five feet.  Big pressure putt on that hole because 

both the guys made putts for birdie on that hole, so pressure was on me to make it.  No. 7, 

hit a 3-wood just short left of the green, hit a really good pitch there.  That was a very tricky 

pin and somehow I was able to spin it and stopped it two feet from the hole.  Obviously 

made that one.  Par 3, I hit a 6-iron about 30 feet past the hole and got a little frisky with my 

first putt, knocked it about four feet by and just pushed the putt a little bit and missed it, 

made bogey there.  No. 11, hit a good drive, 3-wood over to the right, had a good angle over 

to the pin and hit sand wedge up there about seven feet, made a nice putt there for birdie.  

No. 13, hit a good drive and had 114 to the hole and I totally misjudged the wind and I flew 

the green there.  It was like the one place not to hit it. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit?  

 

COREY PAVIN:  Just hit a little wedge and it just took off on me.  Actually, we both thought 

it was going to be short and it ended up flying the green.  I'll blame it on the wind, couldn't 

have been me.  So I made bogey there.  And then 18 I hit a really good drive and 

not-so-good 4-iron pin high right and hit a pretty good chip up there.  Had to kind of bank it 

into the hill, hit it about six feet.  I made a really nice putt there to end the day. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Miss any other opportunities?  

 

COREY PAVIN:  Oh, every hole I missed opportunities except for the ones I birdied.  Yeah, 

there was a couple other opportunities but I'm happy with the round.  I played better 

yesterday than I did today.  Conditions were certainly harder yesterday and you could see 

there were some good scores out there today.  But, you know, hopefully that will be my 

weak round.  I still hit a lot of good shots, I hit a lot of greens in regulation, made some really 

good putts, some key putts.  That par putt I made on 15 and the par putt I made on 16 were 

very important putts for me today. 
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DAVE SENKO:  How far were those putts?  

 

COREY PAVIN:  15 was probably, that was a good 15 feet for par.  Then 16 it was probably 

about six feet there as well, seven feet maybe. 

 

Q.  You and Tom go a little ways back, played a lot of rounds together.  Can you talk 

about your relationship with him and giving up a few yards off the tee to him?  

 

COREY PAVIN:  Well, we do go a long way back.  Tom asked me to be his assistant on the 

Ryder Cup when he was captain and I asked him to be my assistant when I was captain.  

We go way back beyond that, but my daughter, her godparents are Tom and Melissa so 

obviously we think highly of both of them.  We have a great relationship.  We're great, great 

friends.   

 

But to your point about length, on 16 or 17 I hit a really good drive and Tom hit a good drive.  

Tom, man, that's horrible.  I hit a great drive and you're 20 yards by me.  He's like no, there's 

no way I'm 20 by you.  We got up there and it was maybe 12 or 15.  You know, that's the 

game of golf though.  He hits it further than I do, it's simple as that, and I'm hitting it pretty far 

for me right now.  But that's just part of the game.   

 

Tom and I had plenty of conversation out there and talking, probably helped each other to 

relax a little bit.  Obviously he's been playing very well.  He almost won at Hualalai and he's 

playing solid golf.  He had so many opportunities today.  He hit a lot of good putts, he did, 

and just missed.  He gets those putts to go in, he can go really low.  But it's fun, it's always 

fun to play with him.  It's playing golf with a friend.  It's fun, except for we're both trying to 

beat each other's brains out and we both know it and it's fine. 

 

Q.  So Tom, I think he had four birdies in a row to pull to a tie with you.  Does that 

make you happy or does it motivate you? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  It does not make me happy.  I'm happy for him, but I'm not happy for me.  

But honestly, I can only control what I do on the golf course.  If somebody goes out there 

and plays better than me and beats me, I'm fine with it.  If I go out and beat myself, then I'm 

very upset.  So as long as I play well and do what I feel like I can do or should do, I'm fine 

with whatever the result is.  Doesn't mean I may not be disappointed if I don't win, but as 

long as I do what I feel like I could do and I played well, I'm okay. 

 

Q.  Do you consider this (inaudible) some of the courses you play?  You also 

mentioned you played better in yesterday's conditions? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, I think over the years when there's no wind the course is gettable.  I 

think you see some decent scores.  The defense for this course is basically a little bit of 

wind, some weather, but it's a very tricky golf course.  You have to hit the ball well here and 

you have to drive the ball well.  The greens are small, and if you doesn't hit clean iron shots 

in here, you're going to be struggling.  You might make par but it's going to be hard to make 
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birdies.  You have to hit clean iron shots into these greens and that's what I love about this 

golf course.  That's one of the things I love about it is the greens are relatively small.  So if 

you do hit a bad iron shot, you're going to miss the green.  I think that's the way it should be, 

personally.  I'm not a big fan of gigantic greens. 

 

Q.  So to follow up along those lines, here you have Doug Garwood who was 10 under 

at one point, guys are making runs and you're kind of just plugging away.  Does that 

satisfy you to know that at the end of the day you're still leading? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Well, sure.  You know, being in the lead is always the best position to be 

in.  I figured that out a long time ago.  You know, do I want a bigger lead?  Sure, but it is 

what it is and I'm happy with where I'm at.   

 

I haven't played my best golf the last two years.  I've actually hit the ball pretty well and my 

chipping and putting has let me down, which is very unusual for me.  So I've worked very 

hard on that and I feel a little more comfortable around the greens and on the greens now.  

But again, I can just control what I do.   

 

You know, I knew Mr. Garwood was having a very good round.  I watch the leaderboard, I 

know what's going on out there.  Obviously Jeff played well, Sluman, and Joe played well 

today.  Tom played nicely today obviously.  So it was there to get today.  I'm a little 

disappointed I didn't get a few more, made a couple mistakes I didn't want to make.  The 

three-putt on 8 I wish I could have that over again.  But those things happen and it's just how 

I react to that adversity is really important to me.  I hung in there today, and even when it 

looked like it was getting a little rough there on 15 and 16, I hung in there, made some good 

putts and was able to birdie 18 and at least finish the round off reasonably well.  I hope that 

answered your question. 

 

Q.  The Champions Tour and the PGA TOUR, is there really a major difference other 

than age?  

 

COREY PAVIN:  You took my answer away.  I was going to say besides age, you mean?  

There is a difference definitely.  I mean, the young guys hit it further.  There's guys out here 

who hit it pretty far.  But I've always contended if you took maybe our best 10 players and 

put them out on the regular tour for a year, I think you would probably get a couple wins out 

of it.  I really believe that.  You have some great evidence at the Masters a couple years 

ago; Miguel finished fourth and Bernhard finished sixth or something like that.  You see that 

happen at times.  Davis won last year.  There's one win, right?   

 

So you can look at it, I look at it that way because I think everybody out here is very talented 

and can play some really good golf.  In the right conditions, the right golf courses, any of us I 

think can compete on the tour; maybe not week in and week out, but I think we could get 

some wins if you took our best players out there.  I really believe that.  I think stats show 

that, too, actually.  Look at some of the guys.  I almost won Hartford when I was 50, Davis 

won last year and there's been some others.  Stadler won in his 50s. 
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DAVE SENKO:  Fred Funk. 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Fred Funk, did he win? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  He won the tournament in Mexico. 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Oh, he won, yeah, that place. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And obviously Tom Watson at the British. 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, Tom Watson almost won the British at 59.  I think it's a life choice to 

make where we play.  I think we've all played the regular tour and it's a grind out there.  

There's cuts every week.  Here, we don't have cuts but for a few tournaments.  I wouldn't 

say it's relaxed golf because it certainly isn't.  It's very competitive out here.  You can make a 

choice.  A guy like Davis plays some here and maybe more on the regular tour and he'll 

probably play more this year because he's captain.  But you see guys jumping back and 

forth a little bit, guys that still want to play on the PGA.  I know my first year I played, I think I 

may have played nine or 12 on the regular tour when I was captain when I was 50.  I either 

played 12 here and nine there or the other way around.  And I played four the year after that 

when I was 51.  So part of me misses the regular tour and the rest of me loves being out 

here on the PGA TOUR Champions.  I'm up 40.  I don't think I said the other one, did I? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  No, not that I've picked up.  

 

Q.  (Inaudible.)   

 

COREY PAVIN:  The pressure's no different, honestly.  I mean, coming down and trying to 

win a tournament, it's winning a tournament, it doesn't matter.  As I was saying yesterday, 

it's hard out here to win because guys don't fall back.  You've got to go out and win the 

tournament.  You can't count on somebody's inexperience out here because everybody has 

experience. 

 

Q.  So it's supposed to be a little colder tomorrow.  Do you find yourself preparing 

differently for it being drastic changes in temperatures every day?  Do you find 

yourself preparing differently or do you change anything at all because you know 

that's going to be the case tomorrow? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, just wear a sweater is a good idea.  It's a good question because 

mentally you have to be prepared for different kinds of weather.  If you go out and you don't 

realize it's going to be windy and it's going to be cold and all of a sudden it is, it's like kind of 

a shock to your system.  You should always be prepared anyway when you get out there for 

whatever happens.  Obviously we can look at the forecast and see what it is.  Yesterday the 

forecast was for more wind than there was, so I was almost like wow, it's not as windy, 

almost like it's easier.  But you do have to be mentally prepared to go out there and deal with 
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the conditions no matter what they are.  Look at the forecast.  As we know, the forecast isn't 

always correct but they're pretty good here.  It's supposed to be pretty windy.  I haven't 

actually looked at it hard, but I know it's supposed to be a little windy and definitely cooler, 

right? 

 

Q.  Your win on the PGA TOUR Champions came here four years ago. 

 

COREY PAVIN:  20 bucks. 

 

Q.  How much does that help you confidence-wise knowing you've won here already? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, it always helps to play a golf course where you've either played well 

or won.  There's good memories from that.  I can kind of draw on them tomorrow.  Every 

time I play here I draw on them, so it's certainly a positive, no doubt about it. 

 

Q.  Your par save at 15, 16 and you birdied 18.  Does that help you at all in terms of 

going into tomorrow or is it just tomorrow's a new day and whatever happens 

happens? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  I hope it carries over.  I putted nicely the first day and I putted nicely today.  

As I said, I worked hard on that and I'll do some more work on it after I leave here.  It's nice 

to see putts go in.  When they go in, confidence goes up.  I've hit a lot of really good putts.  

Even putts I haven't made, I've hit really nicely.  So that's important, to hit really good putts 

and know you're executing well.  It's also nice to see the ball disappear as well. 

 

Q.  As far as putting, how old is that Bullseye that you have? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  How old is it?  It is 32 years old.  1984 I got it.  I got it brand new in '84.  So 

I think that's 32. 

 

Q.  1984? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Yep.  That's 32, right?  I took math at UCLA.  Passed a calculus class at 

UCLA.  It was downhill after that. 

 

Q.  What's your favorite memory on this tour and what's your favorite memory on the 

PGA TOUR? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Favorite memory on this tour and the PGA TOUR.  Well, I guess favorite 

memory on this tour is winning here.  It was a couple years coming when I won here and 

that was a special win when I won here. 

 

On the regular tour, I guess you have to say U.S. Open if that's the regular tour.  I've had 

some nice moments.  There are different kinds of moments out there.  Winning the U.S. 

Open, obviously winning a major was a big deal.  But when I won in Milwaukee in '06 was a 
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big deal to me because I hadn't won for 10 years and I didn't know if I ever would again.  

That was a big deal to me, that was a personal big deal.  A couple Ryder Cup moments I 

can think of were a big deal as well.  
 

https://tee-scripts.com/

