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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   COREY PAVIN  
February 5, 2016  
 

DAVE SENKO:  Corey, thanks for joining us.  A 6-under 66, you have to be pleased with the 

start with the conditions today. 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, it played tough today.  I think they forecast for stronger winds than 

there were, but it still played difficult.  It was probably 15 to 18 out there and they were 

forecasting for 20 all day.  I think the only thing that really made the course a little easier was 

the greens were receptive.  If they were firm, it would have been really difficult.  But it is 

playing hard.  I played a nice round of golf today.  I'm very pleased with my start. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, No. 10. 

 

COREY PAVIN:  All right, go through that?  10, I hit drive and a 6-iron up there about maybe 

a little over 20 feet and made it.  It was a nice way to start.  15, I hit drive and 6-iron again 

about, I was probably about five feet, made that one.  17, I hit a drive and a 5-iron about 

eight feet, made it on 17.  And then 18, I hit a good drive and hit a rescue up there about 

maybe 35 feet from the hole and two-putted for birdie there.  Then 1, hit driver, 5-wood and 

kind of chipped an 8-iron into the wind and hit it about 12 feet and made that putt for a birdie.  

Then 4, I hit 3-wood, sand wedge up there probably two and a half feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Did you have any good saves?  

 

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, I had a little problem on 11, par 5 playing downwind.  It was one of 

the easier holes on the course and I hit it in the bunker and I kind of hit the lip coming out 

and hit 7-iron short of the green probably 20, 25 feet short and putted it up from there about 

five or six feet past and made that putt for par.  No. 9 was good, I hit a 3-wood off the tee 

and hit 5-wood on the green and had, I don't know, 50 feet and knocked it six, seven feet by.  

Hit a really good putt there to save my par.  It was a good way to end the day.  Certainly 

don't want to end it on a bogey, so it was nice. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  How much adjustment with the wind did you have to make?  

 

COREY PAVIN:  The winds were at times pretty strong.  The hardest shots I thought were 

the short shots into the wind.  Had a few 115, 120-yard shots dead into the wind.  You're 

trying to sort of, I like to chip short irons and keep them down, and just trying to judge how 

much the wind's going to affect it is hard.  Even downwind is tricky, too.  I thought I hit a 

really good shot on 6 today, my second shot, and it came up 30 feet short.  The wind just 

sort of knocked it down instead of carried it.  You just kind of have to accept what happens 

out there on days like this because things are going to happen that aren't that much fun.  

You just have to accept it and go on and just try to make pars wherever you can, and if you 

get opportunities to make birdies, you know, take advantage of them. 
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Q.  Anytime you go out and shoot 66 it's going to be a good day for you.  Does it feel 

better or more significant because it was such a windy day out there and the 

conditions were so tough at times? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, definitely 66 on a calm day is a little easier to do out here than when 

it's blowing like it was today, especially from the north.  It's a little cooler out, too.  That's 

never fun, I'm not a big fan of cold weather, but at least it wasn't really cold.  So it is, the 

course played much tougher, and anytime you shoot a good score on a tough day it's very 

satisfying. 

 

Q.  Did you try to keep it low, keep it out of the wind? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, a few shots I tried to keep really low.  The few times I might take a 

half a club more or extra club and just try to hit a little smoother, that tends to keep the ball 

down a little bit.  I always find I get in trouble when I try to force a shot into the wind and try 

to hit something hard.  So a lot of times it really helps me with my rhythm and timing when 

the wind's blowing because I think extra hard about how important it is to have smooth 

swings out there.  

 

Q.  Can you kind of take us back to that recovery shot you made on the Sunday that 

you won here? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  That little -- that was an easy up-and-down.  That was nothing.   

 

Q.  (Inaudible)  

 

COREY PAVIN:  No, never before and never after.  That was one of those kind of crazy 

up-and-downs.  You can't even say was that a great up-and-down.  It was nice to get it up 

and down, but it was unexpected certainly.  I wasn't thinking if I hit a good shot I can get this 

up and down.  I was thinking just try to make a bogey and get out of there.  It took a while to 

figure out how to do it and what to do, but when I hit it and I hit it squarely and I kind of 

looked up and it was skating up the hill and it just trickled over onto the green, I went wow, 

that could be pretty close.  So I was probably as shocked as anybody that it came out that 

good.  Again, you just try to do what you can do and it was a situation where I needed to not 

make worse than a bogey and that was kind of my motivation to hit it out of there.  If I 

dropped it, it would have been a one-shot penalty, and to get that up and down for bogey 

would have been very difficult.  I was playing the percentages.  I thought I could get it at 

least halfway up the hill anyway and it just came off as good as it can possibly come off. 

 

Q.  Did they put a plaque where you hit it from?  

 

COREY PAVIN:  No, there's no plaque there.  They've actually changed that area back 

there.  The cart path used to go around back there and they took the path around the right 

side, so you really can't hit it there anymore.  It's not the same as it was anyway. 
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Q.  That was a great comeback round and that was a great shot.  Does that sort of 

exemplify how tough it is to win out here? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  Well, it's hard for me to win out here.  I'll tell you what, I've played some 

good golf and not won.  I was pretty happy to have won here in '12.  That was the first time I 

won out here in two years.  I've had a lot of seconds and thirds and things like that.  But the 

one thing I think that's really important to remember is on this tour, all these guys that play 

out here have won a lot of tournaments.  It's not like you're playing against guys that have 

never won.  So they know how to win, they've been there before, they know how to handle it.  

It's rare that you back into a win out here.  It doesn't happen hardly ever.  You have to go out 

and win the tournament and do something good.  That's not an easy thing to do.  That's 

what makes it hard out here to win and that's what makes what Bernhard's done over his 

career out here incredible.  A guy like Hale is amazing, when you think about what he's 

done.  But it is hard to win out here and it's getting harder and harder because there's more 

and more talent out here.  When you're in your 40s you start thinking about being out here 

on PGA TOUR Champions.  I have to say it that way now. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Good job. 

 

COREY PAVIN:  That's like 20 bucks in the till, isn't it, for saying that right?  Guys are 

preparing to come out here when they turn 50 as well.  Before it wasn't really like people 

didn't think about it much, but now a lot of guys are.  So you're seeing the new guys out here 

in shape and ready to play. 

 

Q.  When you first came out here, when did it first hit you how high the level of 

competition was going to be? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  It probably hit me the first week I came out.  I played at Hualalai my first 

week and all I heard was oh, the guys don't practice that much and all that.  I come out here 

and guys are on the range and they're practicing and they're putting and they're chipping.  I 

played okay the first week and finished ninth and I was like wow.  I think that was the year 

Fred and Tom Watson went at it at Hualalai.  I don't know how far ahead of me they were, 

but maybe eight, nine shots or more, I don't know.  I was thinking wow, I played okay and I'm 

maybe 10 shots back.  I said this is tough out here.  So it's fun, though.  I'm not complaining 

by any means.  I want it to be competitive.  I want to be in that situation.  It wouldn't be fun if 

it was easy.  It would be nice to win, but it wouldn't be as satisfying when you do win. 

 

Q.  So based on today's round, is this indicative of where your game is at? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  I hope so. 

 

Q.  Have you been playing well then? 

 

COREY PAVIN:  I played okay at Hualalai.  I made a lot of birdies there and I made too 

many mistakes, I made too many bogeys.  It's indicative of the way I played there except I 
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cut out the bogeys today, I didn't make a bogey.  I'm hitting it pretty well.  I putted better 

today than I did over in Hualalai, but I know my game's there.  I just need to keep those 

bogeys out, those mistakes or silly mistakes out.  You're going to make some bogeys once 

in a while, but when you should be making a par and you don't, that's the thing I need to 

eliminate from my game, and if I do that, I'll be contending. 

 

Q.  Did it rain here last night?  

 

COREY PAVIN:  I was sleeping.  I think a little bit.  Somebody said like .2 inches or 

something.  I played Wednesday in the pro-am and the course seemed almost exactly the 

same as it did Wednesday except the greens were faster today.  The greens are rolling 

beautifully, they're pretty quick. 
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