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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    TODD HAMILTON 
February 5, 2016  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  We would like to welcome Todd Hamilton, 6-under 66 today.  Todd, maybe 

just some quick thoughts on your day and then we'll go through your card.  Looks like seven 

birdies and one bogey. 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  Obviously 6 under, very happy with the round.  I haven't played a 

tournament since Newport Beach last, I think it was the end of October.  So what's that, a 

couple of months?  Then I hadn't played a tournament until that one for about two and a half 

months.  I haven't played much tournament golf but I've been playing a lot of golf at home.  

Always nice to see, especially the first round.  Always nice to see a good first round.   

 

As far as my holes, I got off to a so-so start.  I made a good birdie on 11 up and down out of 

the bunker.  That was a par 5 playing very short, hit an iron into that, 4-iron.  Got up and 

down out of the bunker.  Three holes later, par 3, made a bogey.  Terrible shot off the tee 

and an even worse chip.  Almost made a long putt for par but didn't. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit there?  

 

TODD HAMILTON:  I hit a 6-iron.  Very difficult wind especially after the last two days.  It 

was a different direction and I've only played the last two days, I've only played this course 

two times, so it was a shot to see.  I think I hit a 4-iron into that par 3 No. 14 the two pro-am 

days and was trying to hit a 6-iron today, so that is a big difference. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Birdie at 15. 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  15's a very good hole.  I think it's the No. 2 handicap if I remember right 

from the pro-am days.  Hit a good drive there and an 8-iron to about three feet.  Always nice 

to birdie a hard hole, I think it gives you a lot of momentum for the rest of your round.  18, 

par 5, short par 5, hit a very good drive there and a 5-iron.  Two-putted from about, I don't 

know, 30, 35 feet.  That's something I haven't been doing is getting the easy birdies.  I'm not 

used to playing par 5s that go 505 yards or 10 yards.  As a matter of fact, that hole, 18, says 

507.  I have a par 4 at my home course that's four yards longer and it's a par 4.  Even 

though they're that short, you have to take advantage of them because that's where you 

make up a lot of shots.   

 

Made a couple pars on my back nine which was the front nine, 1 and 2.  Made a good save 

on 2 to kind of keep that little momentum that I had going.  Then I had a good stretch, I 

made four birdies in a row.  No. 3 was the par 3, I hit a good 8-iron there probably about 

12 feet, made a good putt there.  No. 4, hit in there about four feet, 2-iron off the tee, lob 

wedge in.  It was playing very short, straight downwind.  No. 5, hit a good drive there, hit my 

sand wedge to about two and a half, three feet there.  Then No. 6 I hit a good drive, laid up, 

had a chance to go for it but wasn't real comfortable with it.  Laid up with a 7-iron and then 
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hit a sand wedge to about 12 feet.  So those four holes I had two 12-footers and then 

three- and four-footers.  It was nice to make all of them.  Don't expect to make all those.  

Definitely the three- and four-footers you expect, but to make the two 12-footers was a 

bonus and gave me a good stretch there for four holes.  I had good chance at No. 9, I think I 

had about a 15-footer and that hole was playing pretty difficult, No. 9.  Would have liked to 

have made that to end, but if you'd told me I could after No. 8 not play No. 9 and you would 

give me par, I would have been very happy with it. 

 

Q.  You won the British Open.  Are these British Open conditions at all? 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  It was similar, yeah, wind-wise.  Obviously the courses usually are not 

that green over there.  The greens here this week seem to be very soft.  Even your shots 

that come in a little bit low, unless they're downwind or maybe landing on down-grain, they 

still hold pretty good.  The wind conditions were similar, but I think the ground conditions 

weren't.  Everything's fairly soft.  I understand they had some rain here recently and 

everything's very soft and lush.  

 

DAVE SENKO:  How long's it take when you play a course for the first time?  Where is that 

kind of comfort level for a player, a couple rounds or three rounds? 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  I'm usually pretty good after a couple rounds.  It's funny, the less you 

play it, the more you don't know where the trouble is.  Once you play it a few times, now you 

know where the trouble is and you may not play as well, but if you play all the time, you kind 

of get used to hitting the same shots.  So you either want to play it a little bit less or a lot, not 

really so much in between.  If you play it a lot, you always seem to tend to hit the same shot 

over and over and you know where you're going to miss it.  When you don't play it much, 

you don't know where the trouble is, maybe you focus a little bit more because of that. 

 

Q.  Todd, after that four birdie stretch, were you aware of how you stood in the field? 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  Yeah, I look at the scoreboard, not purposely but I'll glance around.  If 

there's a scoreboard, I'll check it out.  I don't go looking to see where I stand.  Yeah, I knew I 

had a good stretch and was climbing the leaderboard a little bit.  I didn't really have any idea 

what 6 under would have done at the start of the day.  I knew whoever shot 6 under would 

be very pleased because it was difficult; even though the course is a little short, I consider 

short, still a lot of crosswind holes and probably blowing at least 20, maybe gusting a little bit 

higher.  Anytime you can shoot 6 under whether it's windy, rainy, cloudy, sunny, calm, it 

doesn't matter, 6 under's always pretty good. 

 

Q.  You mentioned your home course.  Where is that? 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  I play a course in Westlake, Texas, called Vaquero.  It's a Tom Fazio 

course, it's about 30 minutes outside of Dallas.  We get a lot of wind so I'm accustomed to 

playing in the wind.  Our fairway grass is Zoysia so it's a little different as far as the feeling 

and the sound when the club goes through the turf.  Plus, we have bentgrass greens, so 
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that's a little bit different than the bermuda.  Having said that, this course is in fantastic 

shape, very nice, greens run very true.  There's a little bit of grain in them, but it doesn't 

affect your putting like you would think bermuda does. 

 

Q.  I'm sure you did your homework before you came on this tour.  What had you 

heard about what it would be like to tee it up here and what have you heard about this 

course in particular? 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  I hadn't heard hardly anything about this course.  I looked at it a little bit 

online, but didn't really pay too much attention.  A lot of times you go and look at a course 

and the yardage they give you might be from the members' tees, so I didn't, I just looked at a 

few holes here and there, looked like a very nice course. 

 

As far as competing out here, I've been told by everybody, three rounds and you have to be 

ready to play good golf from day one.  Obviously the guys that are on the tour here are very, 

very good players.  They have been in the past and will continue to be, even the guys that 

are 60.  I spent some time with Hale Irwin on the range the other day.  He doesn't look much 

over 50 years old to me, except for maybe a little bit of gray hair and that's it.  These guys 

have played golf forever.  Some of them may not have played great all the time, but I think 

golf is like riding a bike if you've played it for a long enough time.  You may go through a lot 

of bad patches, but you might find something that clicks and you get to the good patch that 

you've had in previous years.  A good friend of mine told me to play good golf you either 

need to be really, really stupid or really, really smart.  He says most people fall in the middle 

of that and that's why they get very frustrated with the game of golf. 

 

Q.  You're smart, right? 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  Well, sometimes, yeah.  So I think these guys are very competitive, 

that's why they've stayed active, that's why they've had the great careers on the regular tour 

that they had.  Doesn't matter if you're 50, I just turned 50, or if you're 65; if you're 

competitive, you want to do as well as you can do every day, every tournament.  But I did 

hear be ready to go once you put the tee in the ground the first day because you only have 

three days to do it. 

 

Q.  So your games back in Texas, did they get you tournament ready?  

 

TODD HAMILTON:  Yeah, we've had a little bit, at least for this week at least we've had a 

little bit of wind lately.  It's been kind of chilly so I've been playing in some jackets and rain 

pants and stocking caps every once in a while.  But I have some, one guy that won at tour 

school this year, I played with him a little bit, Brandt Jobe and we talked about what we can 

expect and what he's heard about the tour.  I think he played one tournament last year in 

San Diego.  He turned 50 in September.  So we've kind of discussed what we think this 

tour's going to be like and how we think we can do.   

 

And there's some other guys that play at my club that are professional golfers.  Tag Ridings 
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is a member at my club that plays on the Web.  Ryan Palmer plays out there, I play with him 

a little bit.  Another friend of mine, he's only about four, five years into his career as a 

professional, he's played Canadian Tour, he's played a little bit on the OneAsia Tour.  So 

there's always somebody to play with that can beat you.  It's one thing to play with guys that 

are 10 handicaps and they can beat you with their shots and everything, but it's another 

thing to go head to head against guys that can beat you straight up.  I'm lucky I have some 

of those guys around that I can play with and makes me stay a little more focused and 

competitive.  But the weather, this would be a great day right now for us back home whereas 

everybody looked cold out there today in the gallery.  
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