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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   JEFF MAGGERT  
February 4, 2016  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Jeff, thanks for joining us.  To get us started, you played here last year and 

you finished T-25 or something.  Maybe just first off reflect on last year, your four wins, and it 

was really a special year from your standpoint, winning two major championships. 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Absolutely.  Last year was my first really full season on the Champions 

Tour.  There were a lot of courses that were new to me, this being one of them last year, so I 

felt like I was learning a few of the courses and obviously wound up having a really good 

year.  Coming into 2016, just really trying to play well again and get off to another good start.  

Winning the Schwab Cup was one of my goals last year and I was a little bit short on that, so 

that's certainly on my radar for 2016.  With the playoff championship format at the end of the 

year, I think it's going to be a lot of fun for us.  So just looking forward to playing every week 

and playing well and having a chance to win a few more times this year. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  On this course, what do you need to do on this course to win?  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, the greens are putting very well, so obviously putting well this 

week's going to be important.  It looks like we're going to have a windy forecast.  I remember 

last year the wind blowing quite a bit throughout the tournament.  The wind really can make 

the course very challenging here, especially when it's gusting 20, 25 miles an hour. 

 

Q.  Are the greens hard? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  You know, on Tuesday they were not so firm, but they had quite a bit of 

rain I think the last week.  The high winds the last few days is probably drying them out.  I 

didn't play the pro-am yesterday, but I'm getting ready to go out this afternoon.  I'm sure 

they're going to be a little bit drier than they were earlier in the week. 

 

Q.  And it's supposed to rain some more? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  I don't think the forecast is really for major rain.  I think 20 or 30 percent.  

We might get a little bit of a shower, but I don't think the forecast is too bad. 

 

Q.  You closed with a 67 here last year in these kind of conditions.  Do you like the 

wind?  Do you consider yourself a wind player? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  You know, we play in so many different conditions, I don't mind the wind 

blowing.  It makes a golf course play challenging.  I'm kind of a ball striker, so driving the ball 

straight and controlling your iron shots in the wind is very important, so I feel like that might 

fall into my game plan a little bit.  And also I know the golf course a lot better this year.  

Probably on Sunday last year I was getting a lot -- my comfort level was probably a lot better 

with the golf course.   
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Also, I remember at this tournament Titleist had some new golf balls come out at the end of 

2014.  So at the beginning of the year I was switching around with my golf balls a little bit 

and I didn't really have a good feel for the first couple months of the year which golf ball I 

was going to play.  I think that was a factor.  Definitely I remember this tournament actually 

playing I think a different ball, every day I had a different ball.  But anyway, it is what it is and 

I feel really comfortable coming in this year. 

 

Q.  Reflecting on last year, you have a full season under your belt, I know when 

people come out here and they play the first time on this tour (inaudible).  Beyond 

that, what did you learn? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, I think more than anything is the quality of the golf courses are 

good.  They're challenging courses.  We don't play easy courses every week.  That was the 

first thing I figured out.   

 

Also, how well the guys play on this tour.  They're very competitive.  The top 30 or 40 

players out here can really play week in and week out.  We have a group of some young 

guys coming out this year, guys that are turning 50 this year.  I think this tour in the next 10 

years is even going to get more competitive.  Most of the guys on the regular tour are 

playing all the way through their late 40s right up until their 50th birthday because they're 

kind of looking forward to the Champions Tour and that probably wasn't the case 15 or 20 

years ago.  Guys in their mid to late 40s just kind of didn't play a lot of golf.  Now the guys 

coming out turning 50, their competitive edge is very high and they're going to play good out 

here when they turn 50. 

 

Q.  How many events will you play on the PGA TOUR this year and what's the different 

vibe playing there and playing here? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Yeah, you know, it's hard to give up that competitive mentality and I'll 

probably play maybe three or four times at the most.  Winning the U.S. Senior Open put me 

in the regular U.S. Open this year at Oakmont, so I'll play there, which I don't know if that's a 

bonus to have to go there and play against the young guys.  And seriously, a U.S. Open 

style course is usually my forte over the years, but the length of the courses are getting so 

long in the U.S. Open that it will be a challenging week for me and it's a tough golf course.  

I'm looking forward to the challenge, but 15 years ago, a U.S. Open golf course I was licking 

my chops, but we'll see this time around.   

 

I'll probably play down in Hilton Head.  I have a home down there, at the RBC Heritage 

tournament, so that's another one that I'm looking forward to playing.  Other than that, 

maybe just here and there.  We have some off weeks on our tour, so we'll just kind of see 

what happens.  Definitely 98 percent of my focus is going to be out here on this tour, for 

sure. 

 

Q.  Did they change something recently (inaudible)? 
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JEFF MAGGERT:  I played there in the '94 U.S. Open, I think it was '94, Ernie Els won it.  I 

played pretty well that week.  I had a top 10, maybe a top five.  But since then they've taken 

out a lot of trees.  It was kind of a tree-lined course when I played it but supposedly they've 

kind of made it a links style, kind of I guess the way it used to be a hundred years ago.  

When the USGA gets involved, you know it's going to be tough and I'm sure they've 

lengthened the course since I was there. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible)  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Probably, yes.  And then the course is really known for its greens, the 

putting surfaces and how difficult they are.  If you're above the hole and putting down, how 

fast they can be.  That's really kind of the lure of the course is the difficulty of the greens. 

 

Q.  What was your favorite tournament on the PGA TOUR?  What's your favorite 

memory of the PGA TOUR? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  The tournaments that I won, and there wasn't very many.  No, I had a 

great career on the regular tour, 25 years.  I played three Ryder Cups, Presidents Cup and 

won three times and won a World Golf Championship back in '99.  Other than winning a few 

more tournaments and winning a major, I thought over my career that I would probably be 

able to do that but for whatever reason it didn't happen.  I'm looking forward to this kind of 

new part of my golf career and playing the Champions Tour and just having a lot of fun out 

here.  The sponsors are great and having fun with the pro-ams and meeting a lot of new 

people.  The guys that are playing out here are great guys, fun to be around.  Just all in all a 

good experience so far. 

 

Q.  Talk about the four guys, McIlroy, Day, Spieth and Fowler.  What's your thoughts 

of them?  Are they that good? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, they're definitely that good.  I mean, they are all great players.  

This younger generation of players, to me they're much more athletic.  They're bigger, 

they're 6-2, 6-3.  When I was a kid, they used to say if you were six foot or taller, that golf 

wasn't the sport for you.  They really did.  I remember reading an article in Golf Digest when 

I was a kid that 5-9 was the perfect height for a golfer and I was like well, cool, I'm 5-9.   

 

The younger kids, it's like every sport, football, basketball, baseball, they're big and they 

generate a tremendous amount of clubhead speed and they hit the ball 300 yards like it's no 

problem.  Their bad drives go 300, their good ones go 320, 330.   

 

So I think that part of golf is really going to start to come into its own probably over the next 

five to 10 years.  You're going to see guys like Dustin Johnson and that type of build really 

be strong.  They look like they could play tight end in the NFL.  And they spend a lot of time 

in the gym when they're young, they're working out in high school and college. 
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Q.  Did you? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  You know what?  In my early 30s I really kind of made a commitment to 

do that because I felt like this part of golf was going to come eventually.  There was a lot of 

guys starting to do that.  I was fortunate probably for the last 20 years that I really have kind 

of tried to maintain a little bit of a workout routine in the offseason and spending time in the 

gym working with weights and flexibility stuff.  I feel like it's definitely helped me over the 

years.  Now it's just a common thing, everyone's doing it. 

 

Q.  I don't understand the differences (inaudible.)  I know they changed quite a bit.  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  About every two to three years most of the manufacturers, through their 

research and development, try to make an improvement or a change.  They're usually pretty 

technical and minor, but on a windy condition course like this, the aerodynamics of the golf 

balls are really important.  They don't seem like big deals, but for a top player how the ball's 

going through the wind and flying and curving and how the wind affects that can make a 

difference, quite a bit of difference actually.  That's probably the biggest thing with the golf 

ball.  They all go about the same distance, but a lot of it's just kind of the aerodynamics of 

the golf ball. 

 

Q.  Some say that they don't spin as much, they go straight. 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, they make them out of a different type of material the last 15 years.  

They used to use what they call a natural rubber and now they use all synthetic rubbers.  

You know, I'm kind of a technical person, but for me to even understand the changes and 

the spin rates and launch angles and they can manipulate all that by the thickness of the 

cover or the material inside the golf ball or the dimples on the golf ball, the pattern, how deep 

they are, how not so deep they are, different sizes.  It is a very complex engineering process 

that they come up with. 

 

Q.  What's the biggest strength of your game? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  It's normally always been my driving and ball-striking with the irons.  I 

think the success last year was my putting was very consistent all year long, not any really 

ups and downs.  I've been feeling really comfortable.  Made a small change with my putter 

last year.  I just flattened the lie angle just a slight bit and it's really kind of helped my, just 

helps a lot of things, confidence.  Putting's a lot of optics with your eyes and how you're 

looking at the putter on the ground, so I feel like it's kind of improved that for me.  Once you 

play three or four weeks and you're making putts and you're making the little four, five, six 

footers that are very important to playing well, when you start doing that week after week, 

your confidence just gets better and better. 

 

Q.  Do you do anything specifically for charities?  Do you have a foundation? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  I don't have my own foundation but we do a lot of stuff back at home. 
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Q.  In Hilton Head?   

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  That's kind of my second home.  My main home's in Texas, the Houston 

area.  We work with the Montgomery County Youth Services group and I've been involved 

with them for almost 30 years.  We do a fundraiser every year for them and it's been very 

successful.  Usually $100,000 to $200,000 every year we've been able to raise for them.  

And other little charity events around town we try to get involved with. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Jeff. 
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