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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   BERNHARD LANGER  
February 4, 2016  
 

DAVE SENKO:  We would like to welcome Bernhard Langer, who is actually playing a home 

game this week.  First off, how great is it to be able to play minutes from your home, 

especially here in Boca Raton?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's awesome not to have to travel and get on an airplane and 

be worried about not getting your golf clubs, your luggage, go through time changes and 

things like that.  It's also nice to have a few other people staying with us in our home and just 

sleep in your own bed, eat your own food, see the family, see the kids.  All that is just 

beneficial and nice, and it only happens once a year, so it's exciting. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  You played one event in Hawaii.  Maybe just your thoughts on how things 

went at Hualalai. 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it was a pretty solid start, finished eighth.  Played reasonably 

and scored reasonably.  Didn't have a chance to win really, I was too far back, but I wasn't 

far off.  Just made a few silly bogeys that I like to think I shouldn't make on a regular basis.  

That's really what it comes down to. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  How about the change this year for you so far with the putter, how is that?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I've been experimenting, practicing a lot with different styles, 

different putters, different grips.  Mostly three grips, the regular one and then putting the 

shaft against the forearm, which I did for seven years in the '90s, and the long one not 

anchored.  So those are the three methods I'm focusing on at this point, working through 

that.  Then see in a few weeks which one feels the most comfortable, what seems to be the 

best.  Right now looks like I might still go with the long putter that I did in Hawaii.  Feels fairly 

comfortable to me and it's probably the way to go in the short run.  What I do in the long run, 

I don't know at this point. 

 

Q.  Along those lines, I remember last year when you said I'm not going to mess with 

anything, stick with what I'm doing.  I think one of the things you said to us was that 

just go unanchored, maybe just keep your hand in front of your chest.  Is that what 

you're doing right now? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  That's what I did in Hawaii and that's what I'm still practicing at 

times.  Also practiced the other two or three methods that I already elaborated on.  At this 

point obviously I'm going to have to make a decision tomorrow, but today I'm probably going 

to go with the long one. 

 

Q.  Again along those lines, what determines ultimately what decision or what style 

you'll go with? 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  Whatever I think is the best for me at the time.  So if I think I'm 

going to make more putts that way, I'm going to obviously go with that method, not with the 

method I think I'm going to make the least putts because it's all about putting up a score and 

getting in the hunt.  

 

Q.  So your family's been traveling a lot with you in the summer months and you won 

the Father-Son again? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, we didn't this year.  We finished two shots out of the playoff.  I 

think Lanny Wadkins won with his son.  But it was fun.  It's a great tournament as always.  I 

enjoy having my family out in the summer.  When there's no school, they come out to maybe 

two or three events and we usually do a trip to Germany to visit my folks over there.  But 

that's another nice thing that since we live so close, they can come out and watch.  We have 

a lot of friends out, in-laws, some people I know from the church or from other things I do.  I 

have a lot of support. 

 

Q.  Back in the '90s you played both the European Tour and the PGA TOUR.  Was 

there some kind of (inaudible)?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, you had to play 15. 

 

Q.  Here? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  15 in the U.S. and then it was like 11 in Europe.  And then I played 

Sun City in South Africa and the Australian Masters and had to go to Japan.  So when you 

add all that up, it was very tough.  That's why after doing that for two or three years or four 

years, I decided to hand in my U.S. tour card at the time and just play by a few invites.  I was 

pretty much qualified for the majors, so that was three majors at the time in the U.S.  I could 

get up to five sponsor invites, I think, or seven, I can't remember.  So anyways, that gave me 

eight tournaments to attend and that was enough.  I couldn't do more than that.  It was just 

too much flying, too many time changes and too many things.  Those are the things you just 

have to learn.  You've got to go through it to see how you feel, how the body can take it. 

 

Q.  It was 13 in the U.S. and 11 over there, right? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  15 in the U.S.  We had a meeting trying to get it down to 12 for 

those guys that are not U.S. citizens, but the tour didn't budge.  They felt it should have to be 

15, same for everybody. 

 

Q.  So before you came on the Champions Tour, you were playing mostly the 

European Tour? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, no.  We're talking in the mid '80s.  I handed in my tour card in 

'85 or '86, right after the Masters win basically.  So I was not a member from '86 until 2001.  
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Became a member in 2001 and at that point played full time here.  I actually played a lot in 

the U.S 2001 to 2007 when I joined this tour because my family at that point, they were all 

involved over here in school and other things.  So we decided to move over here full time 

and I stopped playing in Europe and I stopped playing in Japan and Africa and South 

America and Australia and all those places.  

 

Q.  How many children do you have?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Four.  

 

Q.  Are any of them into athletic pursuits? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  They all like athletics, they like sports, but nobody's going to make 

a career out of it, I think.  They've just enjoyed various different sports throughout their lives.  

They all play golf, they all played soccer.  One or two went swimming, the others did 

volleyball and basketball, just various stuff.  The only thing I wouldn't let them do is football. 

 

Q.  We had a discussion yesterday with the other golfers that commented on your 

mental strength.  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, that's a nice complement, thank you.  Appreciate that. 

 

Q.  Mentioned you can't hit as many balls as you used to? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Right.  Yep, can't do what we did in our 20s and 30s.  The body 

wouldn't take it. 

 

Q.  So how do you feel about the rest of your game where you're at right now? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  It's pretty close.  There were a lot of good shots in Hawaii.  A 

couple of loose ones, as I said, where I short-sided myself and then you have very little hope 

to get it up and down.  I think I made five or six bogeys or something for the week, which is 

really on that golf course too many in three days.  Like to avoid that.  This particular this golf 

course, you have to hit a lot of greens.  There can be some very tough up-and-downs here 

because of the way the golf course is designed, and tight lies we find with grain on the 

fairways and things like that.  So I believe it's a golf course where you have to hit a lot of 

fairways and certainly you have to hit a lot of greens to put yourself in a position to contend.  

The greens are very good so players will make some putts.  The forecast is for a lot of wind 

so that will make it interesting, even harder to hit the greens because the wind obviously 

affects the ball greatly and it's harder to control the distance and the line. 

 

Q.  This week all the things that are on your plate, was there kind of a learning curve 

as to how you could handle the week, all the things that you have to do? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Not really.  I've been doing this in Germany for many, many years.  
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I was the host of the German Masters for 20 years, and I was really the host because it was 

my tournament.  I had a personal stake in it, my company ran it, we organized it and spent 

time with sponsors and just was involved a little bit in everything.  My brother did most of the 

background work, but no, that was far more intense than what it is here.  This is just a matter 

of giving a few tickets to some friends and organizing all that kind of stuff and having the 

fellowship in our house tomorrow night.  And tonight I'm going to give my testimony in our 

church, Kenny Perry and Mike Goodes and myself.  Things like that, so it's a busy week. 

 

Q.  Are you still going to the same church?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, we're still at Calvary Chapel.   

 

Q.  (Inaudible)  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, that was a long time ago.  It's been about 20 years since we 

switched.  

 

Q.  What time is this thing tonight? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  That's at 7:30 to 8:30 roughly. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible.)  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No, it's here in Boca.  It's not that big.  Calvary Chapel Church in 

Boca on Camino Real.  There's about room for 700 people.  The one in Lauderdale is big, 

yeah.  That's a huge place. 

 

Q.  Can you explain why you like Boca so well? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, this is home now.  My wife grew up here.  She moved here 

when she was about 12 or 14 and she's been here ever since.  The main reason we ended 

up here when we got married was because she had family in the area here in Boca, two 

sisters and a brother, and I felt she needed some support.  When I was traveling around the 

world on my own, that she had somebody that can help her and be there for her if she 

needed it.  So we like it.  I mean, it's a wonderful place.  There's not much not to like.  

Sometimes the traffic gets a bit busy nowadays, but there's a lot of good, a lot of positive 

things.  We call Boca our home and we have been here 30 years. 

 

Q.  Do you play a lot of golf in this particular area? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I live at Woodfield and been there for 20 years now.  It's 

where I practice most of the time.  Go to Adios sometimes and other courses, but very little.  

I don't necessarily play a lot of golf when I'm here.  I practice and play on tour.  When I come 

home, I take some time off and practice more and hit balls than play holes. 
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Q.  Right now what would you say your strength of your game is?  Long game, 

putting, mental game? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  No idea.  You know, I just look at the statistics and I go day by day 

and week by week, and whatever has been a little weak that day or that week, I'll work on 

that stuff.  I think one of my strengths is that I'm reasonably good at everything, at least 

that's how I would look at it.  If you look at the statistics, my name often pops up in the top 

five or top 10 in many of the statistics.  And they don't rate mental strength, it would be a 

tough one to rate. 

 

Q.  Have you decided what putter you're going to use? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, we talked about that earlier.  That will be a weekly decision 

at this point.  Most likely the long putter not anchored, but I'm working on the other stuff and 

see which one feels the best.  It's going to be a process, it's not going to happen overnight. 

 

Q.  Paul Goydos, he said he's actually a better player now than when he first came 

out.  Do you think you feel you're better now than you were when you were in your 

20s and 30s? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I believe my technique has improved over the years.  I think I 

drive the ball straighter and probably further than I did when I was young, or younger.  I 

know more about myself, I know more about the game, I know more about technique.  So 

strategy as well, you just have a lot more experience.  I'm a strong believer that people can 

get better in their 40s, 50s and 60s.  We lose physical strength and we lose endurance 

maybe a little bit or even maybe a little bit of concentration.  Some maybe lose a little bit of 

the nerves, but you can get stronger in other areas and make up for it.  I've played some 

really, really good golf the last eight years, no doubt about it. 

 

Q.  How many hours a week do you work basically on your physical training? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Sorry, I can't answer that because I don't have a rigid schedule.  

When I'm home, I try and work out every day for an hour or two.  When I'm on the road, it's 

sometimes less.  But if I miss a day, I miss a day.  It's not like the world's going to end 

because I missed a day.  I'm not that rigid. 

 

Q.  You're always in such great physical shape and, like you say, you're hitting the 

ball farther now than it seemed when you played on the regular tour almost.  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, but that's down to equipment.  Everybody else hits it 

30 yards further, or 40, and I'm just hitting it 10 yards further or 5 than I did.  

 

Q.  You're hitting it long enough, aren't you? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Long enough to compete. 
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