
1 

                                                                     

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   CRAIG PARRY   
February 3, 2016  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, we would like to welcome Craig Parry, making his initial start on the 

PGA Champions.  Craig, just maybe fill us in the last three or four years what you've been 

up to. 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Not a lot.  Just doing some golf course (audible) at home and really that's 

about it.  After I left the tour, I went to Japan for four years.  I played there.  I learned to read 

and write Japanese and I played the tour for four yours there and really enjoyed it.  There 

was no jet lag, straight up, straight down.  It was a good tour to play.  I've more or less done 

nothing for the last six years other than toured Australia, played a couple pro-ams here and 

there, and as I say, a little bit of golf course design work.  

 

DAVE SENKO:  Playing in Japan, how different is that than say the PGA TOUR?  I mean 

just comparing the two, the difference, the major differences, I guess. 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Japan is a great spot to play, especially for professional golfers.  It's pure 

golf.  It's nothing with outside tents, broadcasting, it's just golf.  There's the golf course, go 

and play.  It's really unique and it doesn't happen anywhere else in the world.  They have the 

(inaudible) golf which might have a few pins around it, but other than that it's pure golf.  You 

pay for everything.  So you go inside the clubhouse, you pay for your lunch, you pay for your 

breakfast.  It's a good tour to play and it's not that expensive to be there and I enjoyed my 

time there. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Looking back you had a great win here probably a dozen years ago at 

Doral.  Maybe just reflect on that, what you remember most about that win. 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Look, I mean, to win the way I did, you know, to hole the second shot, 

obviously it's pretty amazing.  I get reminded of it and it's a good memory to get reminded of.  

One of the first things that happened after I won the tournament, Tiger and O'Meara, they 

were in Dubai and O'Meara won in Dubai and he said, Who won on the PGA TOUR?  They 

said, Oh, PARRY won in the playoff with an eagle.  He said, Well, he eagled the first hole?  

They said, No, he eagled the 18th.  I can't repeat what he said but he was pretty amazed.  

And then Jack Nicklaus came up to me at the Masters and he said, I turned on the TV to see 

who won the Doral tournament and all of a sudden I watched two shots and thanks a lot, I 

can turn the TV off. 

 

Q.  Where does that rank for you? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  It's probably the most special moment as far as in the playoff.  My greatest 

victory is the Australian Open in 2007.  The reason being it was a tournament at home, the 

kids were at an age they're going to remember.  I've got close in the Australian Open many 

times and it was the only tournament in Australia I hadn't won.  I'd won the Masters, I won 
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the PGA, I won Greg Norman, I won the Heineken.  I've won all the tournaments in Australia 

except the Australian Open, and obviously the national open is the most important 

tournament to us.  It's like the American who plays the U.S. Open, the ultimate event that 

they can win and the same for me because it took so long to do it as well, I suppose.  I lost 

the playoff in '90, '91, I finished third probably eight times.  I hadn't missed the Australian 

Open since 1982 when Watson won.  Sorry, '84 when Tom Watson won at Royal 

Melbourne.  I was the leading amateur and I played every year since then so that's how 

much it meant.  I haven't missed an Australian Open. 

 

Q.  Have you played every year? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Every year, yeah. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Have you had a chance to talk to anybody prior to coming here about the 

tour?  I know you probably know Peter. 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  David Frost spoke to me in New Zealand last year and said, Look, you're 

going to be fine for the Champions Tour.  The information that I had from headquarters was 

no, you have to go to the school.  So I always thought I was going to have to go to the 

school and get ready that way.  The cards fell in my direction and I didn't have to go.  And 

Peter Senior at the end of last year helped me out with a little bit of information.  I thought he 

was going to be in the tournament this week and then he withdrew before the tournament 

started. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  He's not injured, is he?  

 

CRAIG PARRY:  I don't believe so.  I don't think so. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  I know last couple years -- 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  No, I don't think so.  I played with him in the Australian Masters when he 

won.  He's playing good, really good. 

 

Q.  Who have you talked to about the tour? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Peter Senior and David Frost.  David Frost spoke to me last year in New 

Zealand. 

 

Q.  How much have you looked forward to 50?  (Inaudible.) 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Not really.  I mean, it's obviously a good time to be back out on tour and 

have the opportunity to go and play tournament golf again, especially with people your own 

age.  You know, you're not playing against Jordan, Adam, Rory, Jason Day.  I mean, it's a 

different player that I'm playing against.  They're going to hit it the same distance I hit it, 

same clubs into the green.  I think it's going to be good.  And it's a bit more relaxed, the tour, 
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as well.  Having no cut obviously makes it that way and that's going to be nice not having to 

worry about a Friday afternoon, having to make a putt on the last green to get through for 

the weekend.  I mean, that's going to be really good. 

 

Q.  I saw you out there yesterday hitting shots on 9, trying different clubs.  

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Yep. 

 

Q.  And I guess different shot types.  Do you like this course? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  I really do like this golf course, I think it's a fantastic golf course.  It would 

be a lot of fun to be a member here because it rewards good shot-making.  There's quite a 

few shots over water and they're the shots that get people excited.  There's some tough 

holes out there, too.  So if you hit a good shot on one of the tough holes say 16 or even 15, 

you're going to walk away pulling your buddies a side saying I hit it close on this hole or that 

hole, so I think it's a great course. 

 

Q.  What was the reason you decided to back away and not play the PGA TOUR a 

couple years ago? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  I won the Japan Open in 1997 and that gives a 10-year exemption.  When 

I finished here in 2006, I could have gone to the players school, but I knew I had a one-year 

exemption in Japan, the end of my 10-year exemption in Japan itself.  So I thought I would 

take the opportunity to play in Japan because I always wanted to go there and I played there 

for four years.  When I was finished, I didn't make my card, I missed out on my card by I 

think it was about $50,000.  I didn't bother going to school because I needed to have a little 

bit of a break before I get ready for the Champions Tour. 

 

Q.  Do you have status for this year? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  I'm going to get in a lot of events with just waiting and seeing on who's 

coming out at any given time.  It changes with guys having birthdays.  So guys like John 

Daly, I think he comes out in April and Jose Maria comes out in February.  Hopefully they've 

got enough money that they don't hurt me too far. 

 

Q.  So the number you're playing? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  There's four with one invitation into our category.  Carlos Franco's got one, 

Todd Hamilton's got one, myself and then Michael Springer.  They're the four guys that have 

the exemption to this week and that's every week that's open field. 

 

Q.  But do you have to go for the exemption? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  No, I'll go straight into the category. 
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Q.  Two wins? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Multiple wins.  You have to have two wins. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And a major, you get more points for a major. 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  A major is three points, yeah.  That's why Todd Hamilton is one win, but 

he's won a major so it's three points. 

 

Q.  Have you (inaudible)?  

 

CRAIG PARRY:  No, I think they should put it up to two points. 

 

Q.  How often do people bring up the round at Doral?    

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Oh, it comes up all the time.  It's a good thing to have especially when they 

go back to Doral all the time and they show it every year.  I'll be at home, and golf is huge on 

our pay sport TV at home and everyone goes, Oh, I remember where I was or what I was 

doing when you holed that.  It's pretty cool. 

 

Q.  I like it because it's shut up Johnny Miller for months.  

 

CRAIG PARRY:  I'll let you say that.  Look, I can understand he needs to be controversial 

because he's up against the other networks and if he doesn't say something, they're going to 

just say, Well, look, you're boring.  I've got no hard feelings. 

 

Q.  What did he say?   

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Oh, he said plenty.  He said if Ben Hogan could see my swing, he'd puke, 

he'd be rolling over in his grave best, 7, 8 handicapper to win on the PGA TOUR.  I actually 

said that in the media conference.  They said, How did you feel after you holed that shot?  I 

said, Look, I'm the best 7, 8 handicapper to win on the PGA TOUR.  As you know, they don't 

have the sound going through to the media center so none of the media knew what he was 

saying but that's all right, water off a duck's back. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible)  

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Yeah, exactly.   

 

Q.  Have you played this course before? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  I arrived on Wednesday.  I played here nine holes on Saturday, 18 

Sunday, 18 yesterday. 

 

Q.  I heard some comments last year about the grass.  Is there something unusual 
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about the grass? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Apparently they relaid the turf two years ago so it's only feeling new.  It's 

two years old.  The condition of the golf course is fantastic.  The greens are unbelievable.  

They really are some of the best greens you putt on anywhere in the world. 

 

Q.  Did you miss the years where you didn't play after Japan? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Not really, not really, because I've been a pro since I was 19.  I turned pro 

in '85 so I had that many years out on the tour playing tournament golf.  I really didn't miss it, 

especially the travel.  Now I'm okay to travel.  The kids have gone through school, my wife 

and I can come away and have a few cruises.  We might get on Celebrity Cruises 

occasionally.  I did the cruise back from Honolulu last year.  Honolulu back to Australia, that 

was 17 days.  That's was unbelievable on Royal Caribbean.  Pretty cool, through Tahiti.  So 

we'll use our time nicely. 

 

Q.  Do you do that as just a regular person? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Absolutely.  No, I'm a guest.  I pay, don't worry.  

 

Q.  Do you have a home here?  

 

CRAIG PARRY:  No, we're going to go week to week and just go on a cruise occasionally 

wherever they go out of. 

 

Q.  You don't have a home in the States? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  No.  We got rid of it when we finished in '06. 

 

Q.  And home in Australia is? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  I live in Sidney.  When I was here, I was in Orlando at Isleworth. 

 

Q.  You were in Orlando? 

 

CRAIG PARRY:  Yeah, yeah.  I'm still a member of Isleworth.  I can go out and practice and 

play there, but I haven't been there since I got back. 
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