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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   JESPER PARNEVIK  
February 3, 2016  
 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  In short, it's been a very hectic last four months for me.  I haven't 

played much golf since the tournament played in California in end of October actually.  I 

played like four rounds since then.  Because as soon as I got home from that one, we taped 

our second season of our TV show, The Parneviks, and we filmed that up to mid December.  

Same day as the 17 camera crew and all that left, my family from Sweden moved in; my 

parents, my sisters, their kids, some old nannies.  So we were again about 80 people for 

Christmas Eve.  They stayed for a month, so they just left.  And three days ago my wife 

Mia's family moved in.  It's just 10 of them, but still.  So I'm happy to be back on tour. 

 

Q.  Do you live in Jupiter? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Jupiter.  Yeah, I can drive this week, which is nice.  We had our 

season premiere yesterday, which it's always nervous how it's going to be.  It's going to be 

in Sweden for the TV show, but actually last year we won two Emmys.  So there was big 

expectations this year for our show, so we were very thrilled yesterday that it was a huge hit 

again. 

 

Q.  Swedish Emmy?  

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Yeah, Swedish Emmy.  It's called the Kristallen.  It's like the Swedish 

Emmys, yeah.  It was very good.  We got a five-star rating of all Swedish newspapers, 

magazines.  Five of five, that's great.  It's rare for a reality show because usually they dish 

the hell out of those.  I mean, I hate reality shows.  Always nervous how they edit it and so 

on.  But it's been very good.  That's always a relief.  Of course the Swedish media can be 

tough, too.  They can really dish on you if he want. 

 

Q.  So in Sweden, The Parneviks is like Duck Dynasty here? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  I would say it's kind of like.  It's like the show Feherty, but it's about 

our family.  So we have three, four Swedish politicians, movie stars, rock stars, athletes, 

whatever move in for a week and they stay with us and hang out with the family and kids.  

We pretty much film everything we do and talk about.  And then that one segment where it's 

just family, what's going on in our lives.  It's becomes interest because we never met.  I 

mean, I haven't lived in Sweden for 30 years, so some of them that are cheap celebrities in 

Sweden, we've never seen them on TV.  They might be huge TV or movie stars.   

 

It seems like the guests relax a lot and they become themselves instead of having their front 

they have on media or TV.  They usually start talking about deeper things that they never 

would talk about otherwise and the viewer gets to know them on a completely different level.   

 

Yesterday we had Alexander Gustafsson, the mauler who was up for the two big MMA 
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fights, heavyweight title fights.  He was just fantastic guy.  Nobody knew who he was as a 

person and all that, but after four days, spending four days with someone you get to know 

them and he was a complete teddy bear, like wonderful guy compared to that macho "I'll 

beat the crap out of someone" you would see normally, you know.  Meetings like that is what 

comes across well on the television, I guess. 

 

Q.  Do you usually play golf with them? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Actually not.  That's the weird thing.  Only one time.  I played with a 

Swedish princess last year.  She was good so it was a lot of fun.  Golf is actually very boring 

on TV, especially on a show like that because there's some chatting in between shots but it 

never becomes good TV.  If you don't have like a big setup where you see where the ball 

lands up and why you laugh because they hit a shot or whatever and it's not that interesting.  

We've only done it once and it was just a four-minute sequence. 

 

Q.  You get together for a week? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Yeah, four days pretty much. 

 

Q.  And you can just (inaudible)?  

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  No, we do straight for like two months.  So we get guests for four 

days, then we usually have like a day off, then we'll get another guests for four days, so that 

goes on for two months straight. 

 

Q.  You own this? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  No.  Well, it's a Swedish production company that's doing it.  But it's 

just, how should I put it?  It becomes something that we never expected that it would be that 

popular and that it would be -- actually, the reviews would be that great because it gets the 

reviews more of a 60 Minutes or something like that.  It's very strange, it's very strange.  I 

mean, it's more like even hard core, how should I put it?  More debate kind of politics kind of 

journalists, even they rave about the show.  It's a very broad spectrum.   

 

What's been the fun thing about it is it's the first time in Sweden for a long time.  Kids today 

only watch TV on the Web.  They never sit down and watch TV when they're supposed to 

watch TV.  So the best thing happening is families in Sweden for the first time in 15 years 

are sitting down and watching TV together from the kids up to the grandmother.  They get 

together, now it's Tuesdays.  That was the biggest thing this summer with families coming 

up.  This is the first TV together time we've had since the kids, we got kids and so on.  

Usually the dad watches sports somewhere, the mom watches some like silly housewife 

show, the kids watch something else. 

 

Q.  Is it a half hour or an hour? 
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JESPER PARNEVIK:  It's an hour, a pretty long show. 

 

Q.  How many episodes? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  We did 10 this year.  We had a Christmas show as well, which 

sounds even dumber. 

 

Q.  So if you're in the U.S., where can you watch it? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Well, the bad thing is it's in Swedish.  Well, it's really Swenglish 

because our kids go to school here.  So even though we speak only Swedish at home, 

we've lived there for so long, every other word we throw in an English word.  It's just the way 

we talk at home.  We start one sentence in Swedish and then switch over to a few words in 

English.  So they have to subtitle once in a while, but it's in Swedish.  When it's on TV, it's 

called TV3 Play, TV3 in Sweden.  There's a lot of Swedes living in the U.S. watch it as well.  

So that's why I'm rusty pretty much. 

 

Q.  This is the first year? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  The second year, yeah.  We started the second season.  Yeah, we 

said we were not going to do it again after the first one, but then they taped it around my 

schedule in the fall last year.  That's why my game is a little bit rusty, but I'm still fond to get 

going here.  Like I tell them every week, when I was about to start on the Champions Tour 

last year, I heard so much good about it, but it's exceeded all my expectation.  I think it's a 

fantastic tour.  They run it just like the PGA TOUR.  The only difference is maybe that the 

guys have more fun out there, including myself.  It's just a great atmosphere, I think.  We 

love it.  Even the family wants to come out to some tournaments now.  The kids didn't want 

to travel the last few years on the PGA TOUR.  They're actually going to come out with me 

to Tucson again.  It's just a fun group of people.  I mean, it's fun to meet everyone you 

haven't seen for 10, 15 years as well. 

 

Q.  Did (inaudible) slap you? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  No.  Well, he tried the first week, but that's all over and done with. 

 

Q.  Why did you feel that way? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Well, because I think I won somewhere about 20 years ago.  He 

asked me how did I look at my career and so on, and I said, Well, there were so many things 

I wanted to do, I said I'm probably going to retire when I'm 40 because I want to do so many 

other projects and so I don't know, I cannot see myself just keep playing golf, and if you ever 

see me on the Champions Tour when I'm 50, just slap me.  I could not see that in the future 

at all.  Like I said, now I love it out here.  It was just one of those things when you're 

younger, you think I'm not going to keep playing, not 20 years.  Twenty years, that's two 

lives it had to be, you know. 
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Q.  And you just turned 50 last year? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  How many events did you play? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  I didn't play all summer because we were in Sweden.  We did some 

stuff with the show.  But this year I'll probably start to play a full schedule.  I'm going to play 

pretty much every week I'm hoping for. 

 

Q.  Goals? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Of course the goal is the body holds up because it did last year.  I 

can hit balls and practice a full day without -- I had so many injuries the last six, seven years 

that usually I can only hit half a bucket and I had to quit and so on because I had hip 

problems, back problems, I cut off my finger, I have a fractured L-4.  So I'm very happy 

about that.  That's the main goal.  The other goal is just to get in contention again because I 

had a few chances last year.  But it's just fun.  And I think mostly because I've been injured 

the last six, seven years that I haven't played that much on the PGA TOUR that I enjoy it 

even more to be out here and competing again. 

 

Q.  Can you talk about this tournament?  Have you played the Old Course before? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  I haven't played, no.  I'm going to play this afternoon the first time. 

 

Q.  Really? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  I recognize Broken Sound so much, I'm sure I must have played it, 

but I don't know why and under what circumstances.  I used to play down here quite a bit.  

When I got over here in the mid '80s, we always used to join any new course that was 

getting built because they always had those cheap memberships.  So I was a member at 

Polo Trace not far from here when they opened up.  It could have been that we moved 

around a little bit and played this course.  I'm sure I have.  I'll probably recognize it today. 

 

Q.  Are you a member anywhere?  

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  I'm a member at Medalist up in Jupiter.  We probably have 20-some 

pros up there with Tiger and Dustin and Rickie and Olin Brown.  There's a lot of them.  It's 

usually that or Harris Club where the pros hang out.  It's a great place to get good games 

and so on. 

 

Q.  You have children, right? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  I have four children. 
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Q.  They're older now? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Two in college.  We had four kids in five years, so they're 15, 16, 18, 

20. 

 

Q.  Do they go to school in the States?  

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Yep, yep.  Three of them were born here and two of them go to 

school to SCAD up in Savannah, and a couple years the next one. 

 

Q.  Who's the biggest celebrity back home? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Oh, it's actually the kids.  We couldn't believe the reception.  We 

didn't know what to expect, but last summer it was like when the girls saw my son and all 

that, it was like the Beatles came to town.  They ran and they started crying.  Our kids were 

a little bit shocked actually.  And my wife has become a huge celebrity, too.  She won an 

award for being the new TV personality of the year last year.  She's always been a very 

social, very outgoing person and that came across.  So it's been like an upside-down year 

for everybody in the family because it became bigger than we ever expected, this TV show. 

 

Q.  And that son is how old? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  He's 15.  Oh, yeah, he was like holy cow, what's going on here?  So 

he has about four fan clubs.  It's very strange. 

 

Q.  He has what? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Fan clubs, yeah.  So they had a meet-and-greet with some fans just 

because all the fans wanted last summer People were queuing for eight hours to get into this 

meet-and-greet.  

 

Q.  And your dad, is he still a comedian? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Yeah, my dad is still going to be the biggest celebrity in the family.  

He was the Bob Hope in Sweden.  He was probably the most recognized person in Sweden 

for 30 years. 

 

Q.  He was a comedian? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  He was a comedian, an impersonator.  He did an impersonation of 

Americans like Reagan, Nixon, J.R. Ewing and Columbo.  But he had a TV rating, like the 

Super Bowl gets about 34 point rating, whatever, 34 percent whatever it is.  He had 

78 percent with the Swedish population.  Worldwide, those attendance with viewers have 

never been close, anyone. 
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Q.  What does he think of your TV show? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  He actually texted today that he was very proud again of our show.  

As we were worried about the outcome of it, my dad was even more worried because he's 

not been in the scandals and he's always had a very good name in the entertainment 

business.  You're going to do a reality show?  You know that crap.  They're going to like edit 

it this way, doing a lot of sensationalism, and you're going to ruin the family name.  But now 

even he thinks it's one of the better shows he's seen.  It's hard to explain it.  It's more good 

feel and it's very, even though it shows our flaws in the family and so on and I think a lot of 

people recognize themself, the teenage stuff going on in the family and all that.  It's a very 

different concept. 

 

Q.  I'll just talk about the U.S., any course that you really enjoy playing? 

 

JESPER PARNEVIK:  Well, like I said, mostly when you play the tour, you enjoy different 

courses or the place for a different reason.  Like Sony a few weeks ago is a good course, 

but it's also a great resort right there and everybody brings their families.  It's one of the 

tournaments that means the most actually playing in, so I've got to win this year so I can get 

back to Hawaii.   

 

Then you have other places where it could be a great course that you love playing, but it's 

out in the bush somewhere where there's not much going on.  Like Hilton Head, I love 

playing there.  That's everything.  It's great golf.  It's one of those old traditional golf courses 

still where it's not 10,000 yards long.  Yeah, it's a beautiful place.  That would be probably 

one of my favorites.   

 

Like I said, when you bring the family, the surroundings in the resorts play a big role in what 

tournaments you pick.  The kids traveled with us there for probably 10 years.  Biking and 

horseback riding, they love it.  It's a special place. 
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