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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   PAUL GOYDOS  
February 3, 2016  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Paul, thanks for joining us.  You come in as the defending champion of this 

event last year.  What's special about coming back?  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Well, one, they scheduled the event.  Last year I won Pacific Links and 

there was a bomb went off.  So I guess the fact that the tournament didn't get canceled is a 

good start to my defense. 

 

Yeah, I mean, coming back to places, I can remember going back to Bay Hill stands out 

probably more than any of them.  The next few years I went back there, really anytime, you 

kind of get a good feeling.  I remember when I defended at Bay Hill, I didn't really feel that 

great about my game going in but had a good week just based on good memories.  Bay 

Hill's not really a golf course that would probably suit the way I play, it's kind of a bomber's 

golf course and I'm kind of a short hitter.  I seemed to overachieve there for a decent amount 

of time after I won there because of good memories, if nothing else.  Good things 

happening.  Hopefully something similar will happen here. 

 

Q.  Can you talk about your success in the first full-field events like that?  Is that a 

coincidence or is there something to that? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I would say if there was something to it, it's the tour starts out in warmer 

places.  I didn't win in San Diego, for example, or L.A. or a place where it might be cold.  I 

won in Hawaii and Yuma, Arizona, Boca Raton, Florida.  Places I tend to feel more 

comfortable in the warmer weather.  The tour does start in warm places, at least the first 

couple of weeks.  I think that had something to do with it.  I've gotten more comfortable on 

bermudagrass.  That wouldn't have happened my first three or four years on tour.  I was 

pretty noncompetitive on bermudagrass.  You kind of have to learn how to do it.  But I would 

argue it's mainly a coincidence. 

 

Q.  How would you assess your first event out in Hawaii this year? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Awful, it was awful.  I actually played okay last year in Hualalai my first 

time.  It's a nice place to go.  You kind of have to get used to being there a little bit.  It's one 

of those courses that to me isn't 20 under easy.  I played it, thought I played okay last year 

and shot 7 under and finished 10 or 12 back or something.  Maybe the golf course doesn't fit 

me very well or whatever.  So I was pretty happy with how I played there last year even 

though the finish wasn't very good.  This year I was atrocious.  I really don't have anywhere 

to go but up from where I played two weeks ago or a week ago.   

 

Hopefully, I can just keep working.  It's not like no one's ever going to mistake me for 

Bernhard Langer.  I have my moments where I look like a 5 handicapper, and I have my 
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whole career.  So that's just part of the process of the year.  Maybe I got a bad one out of 

the way and I'm going to have some more good ones in the future.  But I throw in clunkers a 

reasonable amount of time. 

 

Q.  How old are you? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  That's a rather personal question.  I'm over 50.  I'm over 50.  I'm 51. 

 

Q.  I'm comparing you to Bernhard.  (Inaudible)  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  And you're implying? 

 

Q.  I'm not trying to imply anything.  I was just saying.  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Well, the thing about Bernhard that is impressive is the condition of his 

mind, the condition of his mind and how he approaches the game.  He's been doing this, he 

turned pro when he was like six years old or something, didn't he?  Wasn't he like 12 or 

something?  So he's been doing this for 40 years probably, and 40 years of success.   

 

I think you can look up his European Tour, he was probably one of those players, his bad 

years he finished 35th and his good years he had a chance to win the money title I would 

guess.  That's the type of player he was.  Won two major championships.  To be able to 

walk out this week in his 10th year probably on the Champion Tour, he's 59 or 60 or close to 

it and really be as motivated as he was when he was 20 is pretty impressive.   

 

That to me is the most impressive thing is how obviously there's not a financial incentive for 

him to play well.  His incentive to play well is that it's pride and he wants to be a great player 

and he wants to continue to be a great player.  To do that for 40 years takes a pretty strong 

mind.   

 

We can talk about his physical conditioning, which is obviously as good as anybody 

out here, but I would say his mind is better than that, which is really saying 

something, by the way.  That's really saying something.  He beats us with his clubs, 

but he also beats us with the way he plays and his preparation. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible)  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Well, obviously I think that Tom Watson almost won the British when he 

was 59, I think the same age that Langer is now.  It wouldn't surprise me at a course like 

Troon, if Bernhard would get in, that he could be competitive.  The fact that he finished top 

10 in the Masters a couple years ago is ridiculous.  That golf course is the Bubba Watson 

Country Club.  You've got to hit it so far there to be competitive, it's not even funny.   

 

So I've kind of always felt that, and I wouldn't put myself in this category, but if you take on 

this tour right now, Tom Watson, Bernhard Langer, if these guys could go out and wanted to 
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play full time on the European Tour or on the PGA TOUR and wanted to do what it took to 

be competitive on those tours, I think they still could.  Watson obviously could at 60.  There's 

no question if Watson put his mind to it.  And I think Jack Nicklaus would have been in the 

same category at 60.  Jack finished sixth in the Masters at 58 I want to say.   

 

If those guys wanted to do the work it takes that say Jordan Spieth's doing right now, there's 

nothing that would keep them from being in the top 50 players in the world in my opinion at 

60 years old.  I would say Langer, he does have a length issue, but Langer hits it farther 

than you think.  If Langer grounded it out and picked the right tournaments, I think he could 

be a top 50 player in the world, I really believe that.  That's impressive.   

 

Watson, that's one of the three Open Championships I played in Turnberry with Watson.  It 

was unbelievable.  He hit it better than everybody.  At Birkdale the year before, Norman hit it 

better than everybody in the field, and then Harrington played well the last nine holes and 

beat him.  There are some guys at that age and that type of talent level that can compete if 

they have the drive they had when they were younger.  I don't think their talent's changed 

one iota.  I think Langer is every bit as good a player today as he was when he won the 

Masters.   

 

I think I'm a better player today than I've ever been.  That doesn't mean I can compete with 

Jordan Spieth because the game's changed, but I think I'm a better player today for what my 

skill set is than I've ever been. 

 

Q.  How has the game changed?   

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Well, length has become more important.  Length has just become a 

more important part of the game and that's not what I do.  And we've designed golf courses 

and tournaments, Torrey Pines last week was a 7600-yard golf course.  That just didn't exist 

when I first got out on tour.  If I had the game I had today right now in 1993 when I was a 

rookie, I would have had a much better career.  I firmly believe I'm better now than I ever 

was.  I don't think Langer, he's a different level, but I don't think Langer's game has dropped 

off that much from when he was winning major championships. 

 

Q.  This was supposed to be about you. 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  That's okay.  But I think the question is really important and I didn't 

answer it, you notice.  Yes, the question is yes, without question, but I don't know what you 

do about it.  It's tough out here.  Again, I think it's tough out here to get the publicity, the 

apples to apples comparisons you need to say that.  And again, the game has changed.  

He's from a different era of the game as I am.  We're just now getting to the end of the guys 

who were kind of hitting woods when they grew up and learned the game differently.  The 

guys who are 40 now and younger grew up with metal woods and a totally different type of 

game.  That isn't out here yet.  To me it's much harder to compare Bernhard Langer to 

Jordan Spieth than it was to compare Tiger Woods when he was young to Jack Nicklaus.  

The game has changed so much more.  
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Q.  It's easier to compare Woods? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yes, than it is to compare Langer to Spieth because the game's just so 

different.  That's my opinion, but it sounds good, doesn't it?  It's all about sounding good. 

 

Q.  Do you really like the Champions Tour? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, I think yes.  You get to play with your peers.  You get to play with 

people with the same experiences as you.  I grew up under a certain set of, a certain type of 

game and it's not the same as it is there.   

 

When you play the PGA TOUR there might be six or seven generations of people, different 

college years.  The way college or high school is now, a generation's four or five years.  We 

think a generation may be 10 or 12 years, but out there it's four or five year chunks of 

college players.  Out here it's basically all of us grew up doing the same thing, playing on 

tour for the same time, watched the game change over the years.  We all kind of have the 

same experiences.  It's kind of like the Champions Tour's kind of like a high school reunion 

as opposed to anything else.   

 

And inside the ropes it's the same.  We're all competitive nutbags.  We like to compete and 

we like to go out there and beat each other.  Inside the ropes it's every bit as competitive as 

in everybody wants to beat each other's brains out. 

 

Q.  (Inaudible).  The past 25 years, players come out, the young guys and have an 

opportunity to come out -- 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  You're more ready to play.  The game has grown.  When I first started 

playing golf, it was a little fringy.  There weren't a lot of 12, 14 year old kids hanging around 

the golf course.  They were playing basketball, doing other sports.  It was a little bit of an 

oddball sport for that young of kids.  It was an old man's sport, for lack of a better word.  

That's not the case anymore.  The Tiger era is upon us and what he's going to do for the 

professional game is now upon it us and over the next five, 10 years you're going to see this 

influx of young talent that's ready to go and play.  That's the Tiger Woods thing, he deserves 

probably the vast majority of credit for what's going on there.   

 

He brought the game to television, he brought the game to the masses, he made golf cooler.  

Some of the those athletes, Dustin Johnson.  Look at this crazy, he's a basketball player he 

looks like.  He's 6-4, he can dunk a basketball.  He looks like he'd play baseball or 

basketball.  We're getting a lot more athletes like that.  You go out on the PGA TOUR, it 

looks like there's a bunch of middle linebackers on the range.  They all hit it 10 miles.  

Tiger's brought those athletes into the game that we weren't getting before. 

 

Q.  So you said something about courses.  What golf courses fit your game? 
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PAUL GOYDOS:  The ones that are more, I don't know what the right word is, more where 

you hit it versus how far you hit it.  I would say Sawgrass where I've had some success on 

the PGA TOUR.  Sony where I won is a lot of doglegs, you've got to fit your ball through the 

golf course.  Colonial, some of the older school golf courses.   

 

If you were to go to Hilton Head, not that I ever played well in Hilton Head, but if you go back 

and look at the scores, the shortest courses on tour are Sawgrass, Colonial and probably 

Harbour Town, and then compare those scores on the longer golf courses, those are 

probably higher on the shorter golf courses.   

 

So length doesn't make hard.  Length and hard are not synonyms.  I don't know if architects 

haven't quite figured that out yet, but it's not.  I can remember the first year we were playing 

in Houston, we played Redstone and we played the members' course the first couple years 

after playing Woodlands where we play.  I'm just kind of cruising through the back nine.  

We're playing and we get to about the 15th hole and I go holy crap and I grab the yardage 

book and I start going through the yardage book and the back nine was 4,000 yards long.  It 

was par 37, the front nine was par 35.  It was 4,000 and change long.  I went, What a joke.  

Couples won, he shot 22 under.  So it didn't really deter scoring.   

 

But Hilton Head deters scoring, Colonial deters scoring, Sawgrass deters scoring.  Longer 

golf courses don't make it harder for longer hitters.  I actually argue shorter courses make it 

harder for longer hitters.  We keep saying okay, they're hitting it farther so let's keep moving 

the tee back.  Maybe you ought to bend the hole or change the angle and you'll do things.   

 

Look at Colonial.  It's a 7,000-yard golf course that's as hard as this table in the fairway.  You 

drive it in the fairway, I drive it 300 yards there.  And you shoot 12 under par, you have a 

shot to win the tournament because you've got to hit the ball in the fairway, you've got to hit 

it the right distance, you've got to fit your golf ball.  A wild shot is a big, big, big problem.  

Same with TPC Sawgrass.  Yeah, you see a lot of guys at TPC Sawgrass make eight 

birdies, but they also make four bogeys and a triple and they shoot 1 under.  Well, if you 

were playing Torrey Pines, that's seven birdies and three bogeys unless it blows 80 miles an 

hour.  You hit that wild shot, you make par or bogey.  Hit a wild shot at Sawgrass, you make 

double or triple.  You hit a wild shot at Colonial, you make double or triple.  Same with Hilton 

Head.  That's been taken out of the game a little bit with the length. 

 

Q.  What are your feelings about No. 10 at Riviera?  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Watch the L.A. Open.  They can't play the hole anymore.  They can't play 

it.  They all hit driver and 3-wood and they all hit it left and they make 4 or 5.  I would say if I 

were to go watch a PGA TOUR event, that's the hole I would watch anywhere on the PGA 

TOUR because it just befuddles them.  They can see the flag sitting right there, they can fly 

it on the green and they can't get it to the hole.   

 

The reality is where the fairway is where you should hit it, you need to hit it left to get an 

angle, but the area of fairway where you would lay up is a hundred yards wide.  The right 
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fairway's no good.  But I remember the last time -- they started shaving the bank, it's gotten 

hard -- I started hitting it even with the left bunker hitting a 9-iron or pitching wedge in there 

straight up the green.  If you hit it straight, you can play the hole.  If you hit it in the middle of 

the fairway, it's hard.  Everybody else hit driver, though in the playoff I remember it was 

Dustin, they got it up and down flopping it over the bunker, which is great.  It happens and 

great players do great things at great times.  It's the reason why Dustin's won nine straight 

years or whatever it is.   

 

But there's another, and he was able to hit that shot because he's playing well, he won the 

tournament.  But there was 25 guys during the week who hit it there and they bogeyed, 

double bogeyed that they didn't show on television.  They're showing the guys playing good 

golf and feeling good about their game.  I want to say two guys hit pretty good pitch shots in 

the playoff there, if I remember correctly, but that hole they can't play.   

 

My good friend Phil at Merion, he had a chance to win the U.S. Open when Justin Rose 

won.  He was near the led with five or six holes to go.  The 13th hole at Merion's a very short 

par 3.  He's got a wedge in his hand, he miss-hit it over the green and made bogey.  He pars 

the next hole.  Then he's got another wedge in his hand and the pin was back and he didn't 

hit it the right distance and he couldn't putt it at the flag and he made bogey and he lost by 

two shots.  He lost two shots at the U.S. Open because he couldn't hit his wedge the right 

distance.   

 

Now, he has those exact same shots in a regular tour event, he shot 30-footers for birdie, 

made two putts and he moves on.  Bad shots on the design of the golf course penalized not 

hitting your ball the right distance with a wedge was a pretty big penalty and I think we need 

to get more of that in golf.  

 

Q.  Did you do anything fun during your downtime? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  No.  We went to New York for Christmas.  My brother lives there.  But no, 

we waited for El Nino.  My brother lives in New Jersey so we went there for Christmas.  

Waited for El Nino to come.  We had a match against Tom Pernice's club and he whacks me 

two days in a row.  But no, I tried to use my downtime to do nothing and I was very good at it 

this year. 

 

Q.  (Questions about the turf change on the golf course.)   

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I didn't play two years ago so I don't know, but the golf course is 

phenomenal shape.  I hear they've had 10 inches of rain down here.  But the greens still 

have a lot of speed, it's got a lot more grass on the fairway.  I think the golf course will play a 

little bit harder.  It's going to be windy and I think the golf course will play a little bit harder.  
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