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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:  HYO JOO KIM   
(interpreted by Minjee Lee) 
January 31, 2016  
 
 

Q.  Minjee Lee is going to interpret for us.   

 

What was your mindset starting the day when you got here and you saw that it was 

calm and there were some good numbers being posted out there?  

 

MINJEE LEE:  She said her goals coming into today was Top 10 but obviously it turned out 

she won, so she's really happy about that. 

 

Q.  Were you nervous and when did you get nervous?  

 

MINJEE LEE:  She looked at the leaderboard when she was walking up on the last hole, but 

she already knew that she had two shots in between her and Stacy.  She knew that on the 

last hole you can get on in two, so she was a little nervous coming up. 

 

Q.  From this morning on the first tee box, were you nervous?  What was the game 

plan?  

 

MINJEE LEE:  She was not nervous. 

 

Q.  At all? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  Not at all.   

 

Q.  You thought you were going to win? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  Like the goal was Top 10, so she was not nervous at all.  She just wanted to 

have a good day out there. 

 

Q.  You said yesterday you wanted two wins this year before the Olympics and you 

got one already.  Are you going to up that number now? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  Yeah, well, she's going to reevaluate her goal.  She wants to win three times 

before the Olympics, so she's one down, two to go now. 

 

Q.  What about the birdies on the back nine; you had three in a row.  Did you think 

you were going to just keep going and run away with it? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  Like she knew she was ahead like couple shots, so she just wanted to 

maintain the lead and just play smart golf. 
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Q.  And did you think you played really smart? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  Yeah.  Well, obviously smart but also very accurate and she just wanted to 

keep it in the fairways and on the green. 

 

Q.  What about the bogey on the back nine, mistake? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  She just hit a bad shot.  It was just a mistake. 

 

Q.  What happened there? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  She hit it thin, so it just went a little right and short. 

 

Q.  You had two other South Koreans.  Did you guys talk all day? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  Yes, she said she was really relaxed because obviously they can speak 

Korean and they had a fun time. 

 

Q.  And you're friends with Sei Young, right?young? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  Yeah, they're friends.  

 

Q.  When you saw Stacy Lewis' name and think uh oh, it's Stacy, and got a little 

nervous maybe when she was making a run at the end there?  

 

MINJEE LEE:  She didn't know.  She only saw the lead when she was walking up. 

 

Q.  So just on 18 you saw the leaderboard? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  Yeah, just on the last hole. 

 

Q.  Did you think that helped not knowing? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  Yeah, she thought it was better not to look. 

 

Q.  Do you ever do that, do you sometimes try not to look at the leaderboards? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  She doesn't really look.  She only looks when she's really curious. 

 

Q.  After the bogey at 16, the comeback birdie at 17, did you have any sort of a talk 

with yourself on 17 knowing that you needed to make birdie there? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  That's kind of hard to explain. 

 

Q.  What did you say to yourself to make birdie? 
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MINJEE LEE:  So before she played today, she had a goal of having 8 under today because 

she wanted to have her best score here, she wanted to be 8 under.  So she made a bogey 

on, what, 16 and she wanted to get as close as possible to her best score, so she just kind 

of got motivated, get back on track. 

 

Q.  What did she hit in on 17? 

 

MINJEE LEE:  4-iron. 

 

Q.  What does this win mean for you and what it means for this year?  What does it 

mean?  

 

MINJEE LEE:  She said, well, she's really happy that she won here because it's just like a 

really good start to her season and obviously good start to the year, so good vibes, I guess. 
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