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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   ASHLAN RAMSEY 
January 28, 2016  
 
 

Q.  Fantastic round. 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  Thank you. 

 

Q.  Did you have expectations going into this week, today? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  I was hitting it pretty well all week and then really well yesterday.  So, 

you know, I felt like I was hitting it well and if I just kept hitting fairways and greens, that I 

could shoot a low round.  Obviously it kind of depends on the greens.  If you can get a few 

putts to roll in, I feel like that can definitely lead to a low round out here. 

 

Q.  Have you ever played in the Bahamas this year, windy conditions?   

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  I played the Monday qualifier two years ago but my family came down 

here on vacation when we were younger so I'm kind of familiar with the place, which it kind 

of feels coming back home, which is good. 

 

Q.  Did you have any nerves on the first tee?  I know you played in a couple events 

and you have some previous years behind you, but is it exciting? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  Just a little bit, a little on the first tee and the first hole.  I bogeyed the 

first hole but didn't feel like it was because of nerves.  I felt like I managed my game pretty 

well and stayed confident, just kept swinging how I know how and it turned out all right. 

 

Q.  Much more big picture perspective, you had such a great amateur career.  Can you 

talk about how you went from such a high and then what was your lowest point and 

then to be able to fight back to where you are now? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  I feel like leaving Clemson was a little bit of a struggle and a tough 

decision to leave, but I kind of left all that to then go out on my own and turn pro, which 

wasn't the easiest thing.  But just I feel like I've learned a lot in the past year and I still have a 

lot to learn, but just managing my game and my time and finances and all those good things.  

But I feel like I'm in a good position now and just kind of starting the year on a clean slate 

after doing well at Q School. 

 

Q.  What was the lowest point last year and the hardest lesson you had to learn? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  I had a back injury so I had to sit out for about two and a half, three 

months.  But that kind of refocused my mind and I wouldn't say it was really -- it was low at 

the time but now looking back it turned out to be a blessing in disguise.  
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Q.  And is your game as good now as it was when you first turned professional or is it 

better, or where do you think you are relative to where you were when you were the 

top amateur? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  I think my swing's more consistent now.  My swing a little over a year 

ago was a lot of timing.  I feel like my game is definitely a little bit more well rounded now 

and I would like to think my swing's more consistent.  I'm able to do just minor tweaks and 

not have to overhaul anything. 

 

Q.  You had a GoFundMe account trying to get some money together.  I see you have 

...  

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  Sketchers. 

 

Q.  When did that come together.  Just give me kind of your portfolio.  

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  Right.  Sketchers, I signed a contract with them about two or three 

weeks ago but we've kind of been working on it for about a month.  And then trying to think, 

ping, Titleist.  I've had Sandlapper Securities but it's more of a relationship.  Just been really 

fortunate that I've had enough financial support to get by, and now hopefully as I continue to 

play better and better, then those opportunities will come with that. 

 

Q.  Is there a sense of relief that you don't have to stress about getting to the 

Bahamas, getting to Australia? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  Right, a little bit.  There's a lot of initial expenses, it's like booking a 

flight to Australia and here and things like that, paying for hotel rooms.  Just I think the 

upfront expenses, just to know that those are paid for definitely helps and not have to scrape 

together money week to week is very nice. 

 

Q.  How much was your time on the Symetra Tour helpful just in terms of that stuff, 

looking at finances, paying dues, being on deadlines where people don't realize that 

you pretty much do that all on your own?  

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  Yeah, right, I think it was really helpful.  Even though it wasn't where I 

wanted to be after Q School last year, it did help me manage my time and learn how many 

practice rounds to play and kind of learn a lot about myself as well as life as a professional.  

So I didn't play my best out there on the Symetra Tour, but I think made every cut in the 10 

or 11 events I played.  It just kind of gave me a little bit of confidence just to know that I 

could continue playing well even without my best game. 

 

Q.  Offseason, how did you get ready? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  Yeah, I took a little bit of time off after Q School.  I just felt really 

drained and it was such an emotional high that I didn't want to just take all this time off and 
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forget about the next season.  So I gave myself about a week and spent time with family.  

Then really worked with my swing coach, Kevin Britt, once a week in the offseason and just 

kind of keeping a routine with him was really nice.  Now I feel like my swing's in a position 

where I don't have to work on it every week and I can just come out and play.  I did all my 

tinkering then, so now I'm just sticking with it. 

 

Q.  Just for kicks, can you go over your birdies?  I don't know if you hit a ton of close 

shots or what kind of your trend was today. 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  Yeah.  Started on 10, so my first birdie I hit it pretty close on the really 

pretty hole, No. 13, or our 13.  Then after that on 17 and 18 I felt like those were -- 18 wasn't 

a really tough hole but it was into the wind today so it wasn't reachable for me.  So 17 was a 

good birdie, made a 20-footer.  Then 18 I really hit a poor shot into with a wedge and had to 

make a 20-footer again for birdie.  So that kind of changed the momentum of the round.  I 

felt like I got something going and was able to carry that onto the front nine.  And then 9 was 

close with a 3-wood, so that was nice, a nice way to finish. 

 

Q.  Finishing off your first round as a rookie tied for the lead? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  Right. 

 

Q.  Dinner's probably going to taste a little better? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  Yeah, I'm excited.  This is obviously going to be a long year, I'm going 

to play a lot of golf.  There's going to be really good rounds and really bad rounds and a lot 

in between, so I feel like just pace myself and try to maintain a good mindset throughout 

everything and try to learn what I can from all of it. 

 

Q.  That was had a 3-wood you hit in there? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  A 3-wood. 

 

Q.  That was like eight feet? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  What was the one on 13 that you said was really short? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  It was a 9-iron and it was like four feet, five feet. 

 

Q.  Since your Curtis Cup experience, have you talked to Alison much about her 

rookie year out here? 

 

ASHLAN RAMSEY:  Yeah, this week it was kind of, I came down here by myself and my 

boyfriend met me down here, but I came into the week or the year actually wanting to learn a 
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lot from my peers.  Alison, and Austin is in my pod, so just people that I've known throughout 

junior golf, amateur golf I wanted to definitely talk to them and learn as much as I can.  I 

don't want to sit back and wish I would have asked or would have known.  I want to be 

proactive about it, so that's definitely helped.  I went to the pro-am party with Alison and just 

trying to meet as many people as I can and make myself as comfortable as possible out 

here. 
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