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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   ALISON LEE 
January 28, 2016  
 
 

ALISON LEE:  Malaysia was the first week that I had them in my bag.  It didn't take very 

long for me.  I switched everything except the putter at Malaysia. 

 

Q.  How much practice did you do before this?  I know you said you felt 

underprepared. 

 

ALISON LEE:  I mean, I'm really happy with how I played today, to be honest.  I had no idea 

I would play this well.  Like after my round I just looked at Jason and kind of laughed like oh, 

my God, I shot 5 under, wow, that's great.  Honestly, I don't feel like I did enough to prepare. 

 

Q.  Is that because of your school obligations? 

 

ALISON LEE:  Yeah, with school and trying to live that social life as well and trying to 

balance everything.  But yeah, I did my best.  It was definitely stressful the past month or 

two.  It wasn't the offseason I had in mind of just sitting there and watching TV.  It was not 

like that at all. 

 

Q.  What was it like? 

 

ALISON LEE:  It was like go to school, go to class, go do work, and then walk here and walk 

there and catch up with this person, catch up with that person I haven't seen all year, and 

then go try to practice in between and then the sorority and going to the events and trying to 

be social, and then school again and then trying to actually sleep and then eat and then 

practice some more.  And also with obviously with new sponsors like traveling, going to 

Arizona, getting fit again. 

 

Q.  What sorority are you in? 

 

ALISON LEE:  Delta Gamma. 

 

Q.  And what is your course load this semester? 

 

ALISON LEE:  I'm taking four classes right now.  Each week I think, I think I counted to 

about 13 hours of class, so it's not too bad.  I have friends in each class that can give me 

notes.  My friends sent me notes yesterday.  We had a midterm today but he's going to send 

me an alternate midterm that I can -- a paper midterm instead, so it was really nice of him. 

 

Q.  In what? 

 

ALISON LEE:  For this particular class is Communication 100, so it's like communication 

theory.  Very dry. 
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Q.  When did you say, okay, the LPGA season is starting soon, I really need to buckle 

down?    

 

ALISON LEE:  Like literally after CME, I'm like golf clubs, I'm going to leave them at home.  

I'm going to be in Westwood in my apartment.  Then I would say once school started again 

after January, school started on January 4th, so I would say each week, even though I kind 

of put my clubs away, I spent like an hour or two on the range like on a Saturday if I had time 

each week after CME, which was good I feel like.  Then starting when school started, I tried 

to incorporate practice around my class schedule while I was in L.A.  So yeah, I think that's 

pretty much when I started trying to -- 

 

Q.  You were playing pretty good, but didn't get a whole lot going until you hit that 

birdie-eagle-birdie stretch.    

 

ALISON LEE:  Yeah, on the front nine I was 3 under and I got bogey-bogey on 7-8 and that 

put me back at 1 under.  So I feel like all around I was doing well, making a lot of good putts.  

I feel like today my putting really helped. 

 

Q.  What was your eagle situation? 

 

ALISON LEE:  Eagle, it was, what hole was that?  It's the par 5 with the water down the left 

and it was downwind. 

 

Q.  7.  

 

ALISON LEE:  Yeah.  So I hit like driver, hybrid and then I chipped in, so that was nice. 

 

Q.  From how far, do you know? 

 

ALISON LEE:  The chip?  I was like I passed the green a little, I would say like maybe 

20 yards.  It was just like a little bump-and-run, kind of like trickled in.  My mom was like 

ohhhh!  

 

Q.  You said you don't really like have a swing coach or anything or really any swing 

thoughts in your head.  Do you think that's easier for you when you're not able to 

practice?  

 

ALISON LEE:  Yeah, I definitely would say so.  My dad was my main swing coach for me 

growing up so I worked on my swing a lot when I was younger.  Right now I'm still working 

on my swing a little bit but not too crazy.  And I learned a lot about my golf swing in college 

and through that process with my coach and kind of analyzing swing stuff, so I have a good 

idea of what I need to work on.  But yeah, for me it's mostly feel, I'm a feel player.  I just do 

my best to work on that and hit range balls instead of playing a lot because I didn't have time 

to play 18 holes, I was just hitting range balls. 
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Q.  Seems like it's pretty important to you to have that normal college experience, too.  

Seems like even when you go back immediately you don't play as many events? 

 

ALISON LEE:  It definitely is.  I love my friends back at school.  Like it kills me that I have 

to -- it's going to be over in 2017 because I've made a lot of great friends at school who 

support me like 24/7 even though they know nothing about golf. 

 

Q.  Will you get a lot of text messages from sorority sisters? 

 

ALISON LEE:  I actually am. 

 

Q.  Are they paying attention? 

 

ALISON LEE:  There are a couple of girls that have been paying attention.  Like one of the 

girls in the sorority found the article about challenging school and golf and she like posted it 

on her Facebook and all the sorority girls like liked it and I was like, oh my God, what's going 

on?  

 

Q.  Your worlds are colliding? 

 

ALISON LEE:  Yeah, but I love it.  Like I said, the support system, they literally know nothing 

about golf but the fact that they're cheering me on and being super supportive is just great. 

 

Q.  Are they using you as like a recruiting you now, like we've got an LPGA player in 

our sorority?  

 

ALISON LEE:  No.  They're good, they have like models and stuff in there.  I'm just another 

girl in the house. 

 

Q.  Are you skipping any events coming up? 

 

ALISON LEE:  I'm not going to be at Australia or Thailand.  I am going to Singapore though.  

I was not going to play Singapore but I decided that I wanted to because this is an important 

year. 

 

Q.  Olympics wise? 

 

ALISON LEE:  International Crown, Olympics. 

 

Q.  How bad do you want to be on those teams and do you plan out your schedule 

with those in mind?  

 

ALISON LEE:  Definitely, it's definitely been on my mind especially after making Solheim 

Cup last year and this being the first year of the Olympics.  I have until July 11th, that date is 
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just in my mind.  I have a lot of time and I feel like if I play well, I'll have a good chance, I'll 

have a good chance, I'll have a good run at it.  So we'll see. 

 

Q.  It's pretty similar to Solheim, too, I think as far as having a points goal in mind just 

like you did last time where you didn't want to be a captain's pick? 

 

ALISON LEE:  Yeah, definitely.  I mean, obviously it's fairly simple the whole category and 

how to be eligible to play, pretty much the top 15, so that's the magic number. 

 

Q.  Only six spots, right?  I think you're 21 right now? 

 

ALISON LEE:  I don't know, something like that.  But it gets tougher as we get out, so I'll 

have to be dialed in. 

 

Q.  I just have to ask, you played with Charley Hull, does Solheim cross your mind at 

all? 

 

ALISON LEE:  It actually didn't.  We talked a lot about our stories, like she told me stories 

from over break about when she was back home and I told her stories from like back at 

school and stuff.  We're like similar age and like to have fun. 

 

Q.  She's going to Ibiza.  You're going to sorority parties, socials.  
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