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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  LEXI THOMPSON  
January 27, 2016  
 
 

Q.  How did the offseason go, what did you do?  Ready to be back?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, it went really well.  I didn't do too much, just spent my time at 

home with my family.  I spent the holidays, didn't go anywhere.  But yeah, just enjoyed the 

family time.  Worked out a lot and practiced a lot, especially in January. 

 

Q.  What are you working on in your game?  Obviously looking at the stats you were 

probably the best ball-striker on tour last year.  What are you working on, is it putting, 

chipping? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I would say I played a lot in the offseason just to keep my swing 

in groove.  But practicing wise, it was a lot of pitching, wedge work and chipping around the 

greens, and then obviously putting was every day working on it. 

 

Q.  That's something different.  Everybody I've talked to said, I put them away after 

CME and I didn't touch them until New Year's.  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I lasted a week.  Yeah, that's it. 

 

Q.  I think last year it was like two weeks maybe? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  No, it was a week.  I can't do more than a week, I get so board.  I don't 

go on vacations and I guess that's kind of why a lot of people take about a month off.  I don't 

go anywhere.  I enjoy going out to play.  My brothers are home, too, so we all go out so it's 

actually enjoyable. 

 

Q.  Who wins those matches? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  It depends.  I don't know.  My middle brother can go really low, but it 

depends.  Depends on the day and how windy it is and who's hitting it well and who doesn't 

quit. 

 

Q.  Are you playing from their tees? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  No, they play from all the way back and then I play from one up.  

 

Q.  When you've had a multiple-win season, how do you then reassess and reset 

goals for the following year? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I would say last year was probably the best year of my career so far, 

but yeah, just keep on building on last year.  Have a lot of confidence going into this year.  
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Work on the same things, mental side of the game.  Going into this year with a positive 

attitude, that's mainly what I worked on last year but overall consistency.  Keeping my swing 

in that groove how I hit it last year and then just keep on improving on the short game more 

because that's what it comes down to. 

 

Q.  What was really improved last year?  You had more Top 10s than ever, you were at 

your highest point in the Rolex Rankings that you've ever had.  What did you feel like 

got better last year for your game? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I think overall the consistency definitely helped just with how I hit the 

ball and then putting came around for a lot of the tournaments.  But really the mental side of 

the game.  I was a lot more positive last year.  Even when I hit bad shots, I just went on to 

the next one and just tried to build on it, so I think that really helped me. 

 

Q.  I know you always enjoy playing for your country.  What's it like this year to have 

two events where you're going to get to do that, not only International Crown, which I 

think you enjoyed the first time in a team environment, but also to go play for yourself 

for a medal?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, those are two of my top goals going in this year, especially the 

Olympics.  Anytime I can represent my country that's always my number one goal, to make it 

on that team.  Just to be there and be able to say I'm an Olympian, quite an honor.  But 

yeah, I'm really looking forward to it.  Lot of golf to be played before that team is picked for 

both of them so hopefully I'll be representing.  

 

Q.  Assuming you're on the team, do you plan to go for both weeks of the Olympics, 

go to the opening ceremonies? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I haven't really figured that out.  If I go for the opening ceremonies, I'll 

come back.  I will just go there and come back. 

 

Q.  Kind of what you did this week, right? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Basically. 

 

Q.  What was your schedule?  It's not a long way from Orlando, but still.  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah.  I came here, our flight was at like 9:00 out of Ft. Lauderdale.  

Came here, played 18, flew out at 7:30 to Orlando.  It's like an hour 15 flight.  Private jet with 

wheels up.  Went there and spent the night and spent demo day 9:30 to about 1:00 and flew 

back at like 2:30 to here and went to the pro-am party. 

 

Q.  Was that at all tiring or is that just a day in the life of Lexi Thompson? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Don't get me wrong, it was definitely tiring, but it's all worth it because I 
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went there to announce my being an ambassador for the Junior Golf League.  So it was 

pretty cool to be with the kids there and to represent my sponsors.  I enjoy it.  Took a lot of 

pictures, autographs, so it was fun. 

 

Q.  What do you daydream about in regard to the Olympics?  When you picture it, 

what do you picture? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  What do I picture?  You know, really I mean what I think about is just all 

the top athletes in the world for all those sports just being around and just being surrounded 

by the best athletes that you can possibly be around.  I mean, I can't even picture the 

environment because I don't really know what it will be like, but it's going to be incredible.  I 

just hope to be there. 

 

Q.  Because it's such a busy schedule, I was talking to Stacy and she said for the first 

time in her career she'll play six events in a row and Inbee said probably five.  Do you 

look that far head, do you know what you have to do in terms of rearranging? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I've looked at it briefly, I know a few tournaments that I won't play 

in this year, but I definitely probably won't be playing six in a row.  Five max.  I think I played 

four maybe last year in a row. 

 

Q.  That was the number? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  That was it. 

 

Q.  You still have Benji on your bag?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, Benji.  

 

Q.  Do you work with anybody in the offseason? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  No, no coach, just my dad. 

 

Q.  Do you think that will go for a while now?  Are you looking for another coach or 

are you comfortable with your team? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I'm really comfortable with my team.  If I do get a coach, it might 

be a short game coach.  Ball striking wise, I'm basically just going to keep it simple.  My dad 

knows my golf swing really well, he can pinpoint things that he sees I'm doing something 

wrong.  That's really all I need.  I don't need to get too technical. 

 

Q.  Lexi, does it almost feel like you're a part of this next generation, you're pushing 

Stacy for the top-ranked American now, Lydia won last year basically all the big titles, 

and then Brooke's only the third player ever along with you and Lydia to win before 

18.  Does it feel like you're kind of the next generation, and is that a fun kind of vibe 
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between the three of you with having this kind of rivalry? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Me, Lydia and Brooke? 

 

Q.  Yeah. 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I would definitely say that we're the young ones out here, but this 

game is getting younger and younger every year.  With all the rookies coming out, the 

game's getting younger and it's great to see.  But it's great to see the talent out here at such 

a young age, with Lydia and Brooke, but the talent that they have and to be a part of that 

and that we're role models for kids is the main part. 

 

Q.  Does that excite you to know that that's not something that's just going to be this 

year?  It seems like something that's going to be for a little while?   

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, an ongoing race for sure but it's great to see. 

 

Q.  Speaking of playing for your country, are you surprised by how big the 

International Crown became so quickly? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, that tournament was great the first year that we got to play in it.  I 

think it's great to get other countries involved kind of like the Olympics coming up, but to give 

the other girls from other countries an opportunity to play for their country and not just like 

Solheim where it's Europe against USA.  I think it's great.  I think it will grow the game even 

more and more people will get involved with it.  

 

Q.  Do you wish the Olympics had a team format to it or do you like the individual?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I kind of do wish it was a bit of a team format, but the format now is 

obviously great.  We'll see how it goes.  I was expecting a little bit more of a team format, but 

it's the Olympics. 

 

Q.  How do you plan on handling the 11-week stretch this year?  How much will you 

play in that?  I know Stacy said she's got six weeks in a row.  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I definitely probably won't be playing six in a row.  I'm going to be 

picking and choosing, but probably four, five weeks in a row I can handle. 
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