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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   SEI YOUNG KIM  
January 27, 2016  
 
 

MODERATOR:  Well, let's start off.  How does it feel to be back here?  Any memories that 

flood back?  Obviously there have to be some pretty good ones. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I'm very grateful to be here and I am very exciting.  This is a first my 

defending tournament.  But I also feel like -- 

 

MODERATOR:  Did you see yourself on the posters or anything? 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  The posters this way? 

 

MODERATOR:  The posters. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah, I saw them.  Wow, that's me.  Is that right? 

 

MODERATOR:  Yes, that's right. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  It's not bad.  I took a picture and sent to my family so my family really 

happy. 

 

MODERATOR:  Look, here it is.  That's cool. 

 

Q.  I want to ask just what do you remember most about last year? 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Last year?  I think first to win, to be here.  I was on 16th hole and then I 

was (inaudible) approach the chip shot, pitch shot, so that's great memory, best in my life, 

yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  We always talk about you on the islands, you won three times on islands 

last year. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  Which is just crazy.  I know you say you like playing in the wind.  Have you 

trained very hard for wind shots, or what is it that makes you so good in those conditions?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I didn't practice in wind, I just understand wind and a whole lot of how to 

use wind.  And my coach train when you got strong wind, how to hit the ball and then that's 

why I understand that easier than before. 

 

MODERATOR:  So you and your coach worked on shots in the wind? 
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SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah.  And I like the wind, I like to play in the wind because I like to play 

the tough conditions, yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  You like tougher conditions? 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  All right.  Did you play on any other islands before the LPGA?  Did you play 

on island courses in Korea, on the KLPGA?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Mostly in Korea.  Won in Korea five times, all on island, too. 

 

MODERATOR:  What island in Korea?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Oceanside.  Jeju Island and then (inaudible) Island is Korean island. 

 

MODERATOR:  So all five of your wins in Korea were on islands.  Are you going to buy an 

island house?  You're going to have to buy property on an island now. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I think I have to.  They're so expensive.  

 

Q.  What do you like about this golf course? 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  This course? 

 

Q.  Yeah. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I can say anywhere I see the view is awesome.  When I play the ocean 

course, every in the morning I walk on the beach because it's good for me. 

 

MODERATOR:  You do walks on the beach in the morning?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah, every day. 

 

Q.  You just like the whole area, it's a pretty place, huh?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah.  If I buy the house, I hopefully on the beach, so I was searching in 

California.  Wow, really expensive. 

 

MODERATOR:  Where in California were you looking?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I like Carlsbad.  Great ocean. 

 

MODERATOR:  Pricy.  
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SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah.  I have to play well. 

 

MODERATOR:  A couple more wins and that will help. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  So how did the offseason go?  Did you take time off?  Did you put the clubs 

away?  Did you get to reflect on your awesome rookie season?  What was the offseason like 

for you?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah, it was a great rookie year, so I didn't hit to my club at all.  It was 

good for me went back home and catch up with my friends and attending the concerts. 

 

MODERATOR:  The Psy concert?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Psy or Korean (inaudible.)  All those, great. 

 

MODERATOR:  How long were in Korea for?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Three weeks. 

 

MODERATOR:  And then you moved to Dallas recently?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  When did that happen? 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Because Dallas center of America, so just the reason. 

 

MODERATOR:  Convenient. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Convenient. 

 

MODERATOR:  When did you move there?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Two weeks ago. 

 

MODERATOR:  So really recently. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  I assume some Korean LPGA players are there?  I think there's a few. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I think I knew that Korean LPGA player stay there.  KJ Choi, my coach is 

very close friend with him.  Sometimes we (inaudible.)  
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MODERATOR:  Do you have a course there yet where you'll be playing?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah, it's really just a -- 

 

MODERATOR:  Are you all moved in or do you have all your stuff just there right now?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Just there. 

 

MODERATOR:  Just dropped your bags and packed for the Bahamas?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  So do you have a house or a condo?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I think condo, yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  All right.  Looking forward to this season, did you set any goals?  I know last 

year was very, very good, very strong, but how to top it off?  What are you looking forward 

to? 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I set my goal this year representing Korea team and then I hope better 

than last year.    

 

MODERATOR:  What do you look at?  Do you look at the Olympic rankings or Rolex 

Rankings a lot to see South Koreans are in that top 15, top 20?  Do you keep an eye on that 

at all just to keep track of any movement just because it's so close?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah, my spot very close in Korea, but there are six players, six Korean 

in the top 10. 

 

Q.  You're looking forward to going, very tough. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  It's good.  It's golf.    

 

MODERATOR:  What did you learn last year about yourself, because I know last year when 

you won here, you barely spoke a word of English, now look at you.  Crazy.  What did you 

learn last year in managing a full schedule, traveling all over the world.  What was the 

biggest thing you learned about yourself?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  About myself?  The first thing is to learn English and then like social.  In 

Korea I'm not my social, but after coming out here I have a lot of friends.  It's good for me. 

 

MODERATOR:  To be social? 
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SEI YOUNG KIM:  Um-hmm. 

 

MODERATOR:  So now you're saying you've got more friends?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  How many hours a day were you practicing your English, because it got to 

good really quickly. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  When I starting English, I feel like (inaudible) so I just watching the movie 

and the subtitle.  If I couldn't understand a word, I find a dictionary.  And then sometimes as 

to the (inaudible) sometimes really annoying.  

 

MODERATOR:  You sit there and go -- 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah, I think so.  Well, yeah, I try to keep improving. 

 

MODERATOR:  So you're pretty much teaching yourself, you didn't have a real tutor or 

anything?    

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I figure out so is a better tutor to me. 

 

MODERATOR:  What was your favorite American movie that you watched that helped you?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  My favorite movie was the -- 

 

MODERATOR:  The one that was the most helpful. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I like movies, all the very different using the word so I like Friend. 

 

MODERATOR:  Friends, the TV show?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Yeah, the TV show.  It's easy. 

 

MODERATOR:  So that stopped and now they're going to have a reunion so you have to 

watch a new Friends.  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  I didn't know that. 

 

MODERATOR:  They're having a reunion.  So you're a big friends fan?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Oh.  

 

Q.  She has a lot of friends now. 
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MODERATOR:  You have friends, you watch Friends, you're my friend. 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  One really fun drama, American drama?  

 

MODERATOR:  Friends, I would say that's a comedy.  I would consider friends a comedy.  

 

Q.  Sitcom, situation comedy, right? 

 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, exactly.  Anything else this week?  I'm assuming you want to get off 

to a fast start this season.  What do you expect out of your game this week? 

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  Bahamas still very strong wind so I need to handling the wind.  I got a 

little pressure for defending champion first time, so just keep going. 

 

Q.  Yeah, this will be the first event where she's defending, right? 

 

MODERATOR:  So you're feeling the pressure a little bit but you're going to try to block it 

out?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  And I play with Paula Creamer, Lexi Thompson. 

 

MODERATOR:  Big names.  That's what you get for being good.  They're the ones saying 

that, they're saying, Oh, we have to play with Sei Young.  Anything else, anything else that's 

been going on, anything we should know?  

 

SEI YOUNG KIM:  That's it. 

 

MODERATOR:  All right, perfect. 
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