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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  INBEE PARK  
January 27, 2016  
 
 

MODERATOR:  Well, welcome back.  So you took a long break, put the clubs away?  How 

was the offseason?  

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, that was the last week I played that KLPGA, LPGA, IMG Champions 

Trophy, which was third week, fourth week?  Just the week after CME.  So I played until 

then and then stayed until January 1st in Korea, so just over a month.  Came to America 

January 1st and had about three weeks of practice.  Came over here. 

 

MODERATOR:  So a lot of rest in Korea, caught up with family, friends?  

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah.  It would have been nice if it was just resting up but there was a lot of 

things going on.  Everything really kept me busy in the wintertime.  I really actually rested in 

last three weeks, really practicing and resting.  Don't have to do much of media stuff or not 

catching up with anybody.  I don't have that many friends in Las Vegas than Korea, so it was 

a little bit easier on me. 

 

MODERATOR:  Las Vegas is your hiding spot?  

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  How did you celebrate the Hall of Fame, getting in? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I didn't get in yet. 

 

Q.  Right, but securing it. 

 

INBEE PARK:  Just, you know, family night and obviously the big celebration is when I get 

in the Hall of Fame this year.  So yeah, really looking forward to the moment. 

 

MODERATOR:  Did you get to reflect on that at all?  I know when it happened at CME you 

kind of -- when you got to talk about it with people and you're always surprised when you get 

new awards and things like that, but get to try to really let it set in?  

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, my husband, a pretty long ride -- long and short, but there is a lot of 

things that really came into my mind.  When I finished the season and got home, looking 

over all my wins and all the things that I've done on the LPGA Tour was just amazing.  

Sharing the moment with a lot of good friends and family was a great time.  And yeah, I 

thought this year's going to be a lot more enjoyable, no pressure on the golf course and all 

that, but come to the first tournament and guess what, like it's the same thing over again.  

Everybody thinks that oh, you did everything, you have no pressure.  It doesn't go like that.  

You stand on the first tee and you start over and everything's all fresh.  That's actually really 
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the good thing about golf, too, I think because nothing really matters what you've done in the 

past, everybody starts from the same spot and you start new every week. 

 

Q.  Everybody I've talked to that spent the holidays in Korea went to the Psy concert.  

Did you go?  

 

INBEE PARK:  Psy concert?  I didn't. 

 

Q.  You might be the only person in Korea that didn't go.  What did you do with the 

girls?  Mi Hyun and So Yeon came to Vegas, right? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, we played together and So Yeon looked at some houses in Las 

Vegas and thinking about moving.  We did some house hunting, we looked at some houses, 

we played golf.  Oh, yeah, and we watched Las Vegas show. 

 

Q.  You went to the show? 

 

INBEE PARK:  I think it's a secret one.  Should be a secret.  Not open to the media.  

Anyway, we watched a good show.  We had so fun, yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  Have you been pressuring her to move there?  

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I'm trying. 

 

Q.  Just show her your tax bill compared to hers, I think that will take care of it.  

Where do you play in Vegas?  

 

INBEE PARK:  TPC Summerlin. 

 

Q.  They host a PGA TOUR event, right? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  Have you looked at your schedule yet?  I know the 10th event is going to hit 

for when you officially get into the Hall.  Have you looked at that?  

 

INBEE PARK:  I haven't really worked the schedule out.  What's the 10th tournament?  It's 

just going to come anyway. 

 

Q.  How has your schedule changed with the Olympics? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Just because everything's just so bunched up together.  I'm probably going 

to missing more tournaments than before obviously just scheduling out, but other than that, 

it's just a special year, isn't it? 
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MODERATOR:  I wanted to ask you about the opportunity that I just asked Stacy about, 

what a unique season for you guys, Olympics, Crown again. 

 

INBEE PARK:  Oh, yeah. 

 

MODERATOR:  If it all goes well and you guys do get the exposure that could be possibly 

huge, what do you think that could do not only to you but fellow Koreans or LPGA?    

 

INBEE PARK:  I think for women's golf, the sport of golf itself, I think we're just going to get 

so much attention.  Even more the people who didn't even know about golf is going to know 

about golf and know about the players and know about the game of golf.  I think it's going to 

be, it's a good opportunity to introduce golf to a lot of people that didn't know, especially 

back in Korea, too.  There's a lot of people enjoying golf but not like everybody enjoys golf.  

So just like soccer or basketball, something like really public sports, I think it can be 

introduced in a little easier way to the public.  So I think it's a really good opportunity for us.  

And obviously representing your country twice in a year is really a unique opportunity for us.  

We have five majors plus Olympics and the International Crown, so we have so many things 

going on this year. 

 

Q.  Stacy told me for the first time really in her career she's playing six weeks in a row 

because of the way the Olympics fall and the majors.  Have you figured out how many 

weeks in a row will you play? 

 

INBEE PARK:  I'm going to try no more than four, but I think there might be one stretch 

where there was like six, like Stacy said.  But I'm going to try to schedule it out so I can play 

no more than four.  That's what I'm going to try to do.  I'm not 20 anymore. 

 

Q.  You talked about how much pressure was on the last International Crown.  How 

much do you think with this being the second edition of the tournament, Korea not 

winning last time.  How much do you think there'll be on the first tee and throughout 

that week do you think? 

 

INBEE PARK:  I think actually it puts a little bit of pressure off of us because we didn't win 

last time.  It really didn't matter what the rankings was, it just went.  Everybody just kind of 

knows that now so we don't really need to worry about it.  But I think we're still going to feel 

so much pressure going into the International Crown, different format.  And yeah, you're 

playing with a partner so you don't want to do something bad to ruin the team.  Yeah, that's 

the really tough part of being a team.  Obviously it's got so much attention in Korea, that 

tournament.  A lot more than I thought the first year.  I was surprised like all the media and 

all the stuff that's coming in Korean newspaper or the news, so I was surprised.  We didn't 

know we were going to get much attention, but it was huge. 

 

Q.  How neat would that be to win the edition before it goes to Korea?  That's pretty 

neat for you, too, that it's going to Korea. 
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INBEE PARK:  Yeah, it's going to Korea in 2018.  It will be good to play in Korea as 

defending champion. 

 

MODERATOR:  Do you guys ever talk about the rankings?  It's almost not even fair to 

everybody else because you get to make the team.  Do you guys ever talk about the 

rankings, who's in, who's out?  

 

INBEE PARK:  Well, we look at it time to time.  We see everybody is just so close and 

bunched up together.  Yeah, it's going to be interesting to see who's going to get in and out.  

For the little younger girls, they can look at another, the 2020 Olympics, too.  It's just a lot of 

people wants to play, but we only have four spots so we need to work hard. 

 

Q.  Lydia's not here this week.  Do you feel like this is an opportunity to get ahead in 

the Player of the Year race? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Way too early. 

 

Q.  Way too early? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah.  We can talk about that maybe after the U.S. Open.  I think the first 

couple tournaments I'm just going to be really generous on myself.  I'm usually pretty rusty 

first couple tournaments and it's tough to get everything in shape in January.  Just trying to 

take these first two tournaments as like warming up and just getting the feel of the 

tournament again and getting ready to play again.  The really important thing this year is just 

get your momentum going in the summer, really important.  Just trying to shape our game 

and just going to not worry so much about earlier in the season. 

 

Q.  I was going to ask you why do you think it is that you seem to crush the summer 

so much?  Seems like every year you get to May and just start dominating, rolling off 

wins for four months straight.  I know you've said you kind of struggle in the fall you 

feel like sometimes.  

 

INBEE PARK:  I do.  Fall and winter, I'm horrible.  I mean, it's good actually that I am a 

golfer and playing good in summer.  Sometimes in wintertime when I play I'm like, You're so 

bad.  First couple tournaments I feel like I'm a totally different player.  I get disappointed in 

the first couple tournaments always.  All 10 years I've played on tour, all 10 years I'm 

thinking, Am I really a professional golfer?  Yeah, I mean, even though I do it every year, it's 

new every year and it's always disappointing every year.  Just got to just keep trusting 

yourself that you're going to get in shape in a couple months and just yeah.  I mean, it's 

hard, but you've just got to get through that moment.  

 

MODERATOR:  Did you look back on your game from last year, any parts of your game 

statistically that you wanted to improve on that you were working on?  Across the board you 

were pretty solid. 
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INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I really wanted to improve like the pitch shots, 30-yard, 50-yard shots.  

I really concentrate on those shots in the winter and I feel like I got a little better on those 

shots, but my ball striking was bad this winter.  We'll work that out as the season goes. 

 

Q.  I know you said you kind of credit the way your career, you won in '08 and you 

went through the swing kind of change? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  I know you've said that at times you didn't that was still as ingrained as you might 

like.  Do you feel like it's a hundred percent now where it's exactly where you want it 

to be and everything?  Is that still a process? 

 

INBEE PARK:  In the summer of every season, every four seasons I had I felt like my swing 

is almost there, like 90, 95 percent.  But in the wintertime it feels like I'm going back to the 

older swing again.  It comes again and it goes.  Yeah, I think I'm pretty close to where I want 

to be, yeah. 

 

Q.  What were the main differences between the two swings?  You have one of the 

more unique swings out here. 

 

INBEE PARK:  Just mostly the follow-through.  The backswing and everything is pretty 

much same; just changed it the way I released the club. 

 

Q.  Anything else going on with you?  Do you ski? 

 

INBEE PARK:  I ski but I haven't skied for a couple years. 

 

Q.  I just wondered if you got up to Tahoe at all? 

 

INBEE PARK:  No. 

 

Q.  I heard it was freezing in Korea all winter.  I think Chella was saying she was there 

and it was like zero degrees some days or something?  

 

INBEE PARK:  It's like minus 20 right now.  
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