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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:  BUBBA WATSON  
December 6, 2015  
 
 

JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome the 2015 Hero World Challenge Champion, Bubba 

Watson.  Bubba, just a dominating performance this week, if we can just get some 

comments on the victory. 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  You know, the wind died down a little bit starting on Thursday and 

made the golf course more accessible I guess you would say.  Better chance to make 

birdies and it showed, a lot of us made a lot of birdies.  So it made it a little bit easier.  

Seemed like every day the wind died down a little bit more and more.  And I made putts.  I 

mean, that was the key this week.  It was my week, I just made some putts, pulled off some 

shots.  Next week it could be another guy.  We play this same tournament next week, it's me 

coming in 15th or 18th and somebody else winning.  

 

JOHN BUSH:  You opened up the week, you said there were four holes you had no idea 

how to play but you figured this place out pretty well. 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, the one that got away was just the unfortunate No. 12 when I 

made double bogey the first round I think it was.  18, I hit iron, made a bogey the first day I 

think too, and then I hit driver the other days because I was like, well, let's go ahead and hit 

driver way down there and just try to manage something, kind of what I did all week is just 

managed when I hit it in trouble. 

 

Q.  You said you wanted to be known as the most consistent guy next season.  Will 

you make any technical changes to your swing to get you to be more consistent?  

How will you be more consistent? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  I think it's just practice, it's mental focus, focus on each shot, focused 

on the shots that you hit wayward, kind of like I did this week.  I made sure I didn't 

compound the problem.  On No. 9 today I hit into the, whatever you call it, the wasteland, hit 

a 9-iron hook out of there and then I played to the fat of the green instead of compounding 

the problem, instead of trying to tackle 9.  I played to the fat of the green and just tried to get 

a par and get out of there.  That's what I have to did is play smarter when I get in trouble. 

 

Q.  You talked earlier in the week that there was a couple holes that you didn't feel 

comfortable on.  Have you ever had a golf course where you ended up having such a 

dominant performance on a course that maybe didn't suit you when you first saw it? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  I mean, I guess New Orleans, I won in New Orleans because my mom 

made me go.  There's a lot of shots there with a lot of water that just scare me.  I'm just 

being real, like I just, I get nervous just like anybody else and I just try to find a way to get 

the ball in play.  I hit some big slices today, hit some big hooks today, just try to get the ball 

in play.  I'm just trying to look for a score, I'm not looking for perfection.  I'm looking to shoot 
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a number.  So there's a lot of things that scare me, I'm pretty much the wimpiest guy on 

Tour.   

 

Q.  Are you going to give anything to Jason Day? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  No, he's good.  I had my best year on Tour and he lapped me.  And 

then there was another guy that lapped him, so they're good. 

 

Q.  Bubba, you've been honest over the years about --  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Thank you. 

 

Q.  -- about when a golf course doesn't suit you and just what you were talking about, 

your fears about it and stuff, and yet to an outsider that seemingly would hurt you to 

have maybe that attitude going in.  Have you worked on that?  Have you found a way 

to sort of overcome those, some of those doubts even at places that you might not 

find suit you as well, maybe your talents whatever means that you can get around 

those courses? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Well, I play in about 270 golf tournaments worldwide and only one 

counting this one nine times so I haven't figured it out too good.  But no, I mean, I don't have 

a mental coach, I've never had a swing coach, so I don't know right from wrong.  I just know, 

I'm just telling you the truth.  I have fears, I have issues, and I'm not afraid to admit it and I'm 

going to have good days and bad days.  So I guess I've had nine good weeks out of all my 

years. 

 

Q.  Is it possible, if you're nervous over just about every shot, is it possible that could 

be a strength in terms of -- or an asset is what I mean in terms of having to focus and 

pay that close attention? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Well, my theory, my theory is that when I'm in trouble, I don't know if 

you saw a couple of my shots this week, but when I was in trouble I hit some pretty good 

shots, miraculous shots, whatever you want to call them, because I was more focused, basic 

honed in my skills, my mental focus, my focus on pulling off this shot.  And so I guess from 

the middle of the fairway sometimes or on the tee box on a par 3 it's a big field, it's like 

everybody can hit balls good on the range, right?  So I kind of get lazy and just kind of go 

through the motions, and so I'm trying to get better with that.  And I think over the years 

since I've started professional golf to now, it's gotten better.  I think my consistency so far 

has shown that where I'm getting better at it but now I've just got to keep grinding and get 

better at it. 

 

Q.  Is there an example, if you took a 440-yard par 4 from tee to green how many 

different thoughts go through your head from the time you tee off until -- 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  We don't have enough time.  So first, we'll say first shot of the day 
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today, right?  I've been struggling with my cut.  We decided on the first day, pro-am day we 

decided we were not going to hit driver on No. 1.  It looked narrow to me with the way the 

wind was coming and as hard as the wind was coming, but now when the tournament 

started, the wind died down, got wider.  So I hit driver every day of the tournament, hit it 

perfect every day.  But in my head by the time I took it back and by the time I hit the ball and 

by the time I swing into it, I had fears of toe hook, I had fears of hitting it in the bunker, I had 

fears of not cutting, I had fears of overcutting it.  Is this the right decision, is this the wrong 

decision?  Should I hit it straight or should I cut it more?  This is all as I'm swinging the club.   

 

And me and Teddy talk about it all the time.  We all have it, it's just some people don't want 

to talk about it, kind of like the other question I had asked earlier.  A lot of people don't want 

to talk about it because they try to act like they're tougher than they are, but we all have the 

same doubts, we all have the same fears.  Some guys stay amateur because they can't deal 

with it as much and some people turn pro because they can deal with it a little bit better.  

 

Q.  If you can become more consistent week to week and if you can continue to 

improve, what can you achieve in this game? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Truthfully, my goals in my career have changed over the years.  And 

watching Tiger Woods, what he's done for the people off the golf course, my goal is now 

stretched to that.  I think I can do more off the golf course.  That's why I'm moving back to 

Pensacola.  I feel like helping the hometown that's raised me, made me who I am, 

Pensacola, Florida, Bagdad, Florida.  What he's doing off the golf course is more impressive 

to me, the way I want to live my life, the way I want to give back.  The golf has given me so 

much, why not give back.  I think my own personal belief, my own theory, is that a lot of 

athletes in every sport, if -- they need to give back a little bit more.  I'm not saying people 

don't, a lot of them do, all of them do, but we can all do more to help, and Tiger's proven that 

in our sport.  He's been blessed so much that he's now giving back and he's been giving 

back for years but now it's even more so, right?  He has more drive because of his family, 

it's pushed him that way.  Seeing his kids, he wants to help.  Same thing with me, having 

two kids, going through the adoptions process.  Off the golf course is where I want to do 

more.  My personal career, at the end of the day when I'm passing away, nobody's going to 

think about man, you only won nine times.  They're going to think about all the other stuff I 

did.   

 

Q.  That's a great answer.  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  But you don't care about that one. 

 

Q.  I do care.  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  We'll cut that.  We'll do a different one. 

 

Q.  That's a great answer.  
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BUBBA WATSON:  But that didn't help your story. 

 

Q.  It totally helps my story.  The golf stuff will allow, will give you a bigger platform to 

do --  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Right, for sure.  So good golf makes me have a bigger platform. 

 

Q.  So can you win a career Grand Slam, is that something you think about?  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Listen, this was the major this week for me, this tournament I was in, so 

this is another major for me.  All I have is win.  I want to win every year.  Once I get my first 

victory that year, if I do win that year, I'm looking for the second victory that year.  It doesn't 

matter to me which tournament.  Hero put on a real golf tournament this week.  Tiger Woods 

Foundation put on a real golf tournament this week.  This is a major event for the kids, so it's 

a major event for me.  At the end of my career, it would be nice to say I have a career Grand 

Slam, but I'm hoping people don't judge me on what tournaments I've won and lost.  That 

probably didn't help you either. 

 

Q.  If you win next week in Thailand for your 10th career victory, will you retire? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  No. 

 

Q.  You said you would.  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, but 10 U.S. victories, and I don't count this as a PGA TOUR 

victory.  It counts as a victory.  It's very big for my career personally, but I don't see it as 10.  

I need two, or nine, that's what it is.  I still need two more still.  But I will give you this though:  

If I ever become No. 1 in the world, ever somehow, I'm walking away.  I'm going to walk 

away on top.   

 

But let's be honest, nobody here's voting on that, right?  Everybody thinks I'm not going to 

do that. 

 

Q.  You've watched somebody like Tiger Woods over the last two or three years as he 

has slowly started to deal with the idea that he isn't what he used to be.  You listened 

to him talk earlier this week, it seemed to him, the first time I've ever heard him sort of 

accepting that it might be over. 

 

Do you watch him and is that instructive for whenever that day might arrive for you when 

one day it just doesn't work anymore? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Well, I think, again this is my own thoughts and opinions, but I think 

when Tiger, watching his kids grow up, I think golf is still No. 1 in his heart, in his mind, but at 

the same time there's more valuable things out there.  And I think that the dad he wants to 

be, the person he wants to be, I think that's coming more to the forefront than being Tiger 
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Woods, the golfer.  He wants to be called something else now, right?  He wants to be called 

Tiger Woods, the dad or he wants to be called daddy.  He wants the kids to look up to him 

and I think it's just his mindset's changed.  And I think if he gets healthy I think that probably 

will help him when he comes back to the golf course.  Obviously we've seen greatness from 

him every year he's ever played golf, so I think his kids will help him.  But obviously time.  

You can't play as well as you can these young guns as limber backs as they are, so time will 

catch up with you, but I think just his perspective on life has changed since he had his kids. 

 

Q.  Just another question on Tiger.  He's only a few years older than you.  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  But he feels so much older, right? 

 

Q.  Was there ever a point where he inspired you as a golfer?  I know when you were 

coming up, when you were in college, when you first got out here, obviously he had 

already started to do great things at that point.  Or did you not look to him, did you 

look to somebody else? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  No, in '97 when he wouldn't won the Masters, watching him play I was 

graduating high school at the time, trying to graduate high school at the time.  I did, by the 

way.  So watching him, watching his swing, watching his dedication and drive to be better, 

watching him dominate the Masters, they changed the course after that.  And then when I 

made it to the Tour years later bugging him enough where he wanted to play 

practice rounds.  Well, I begged him to let me play practice rounds with him and I wanted to 

watch him.  You know, we've talked about it before.  He's always asked me why don't have I 

ask enough questions, why don't I ask him questions to get better at the game?  For me, I 

don't ask questions, I just watch.  I learn by watching and listening, so I just watched.  When 

we played practice rounds, I just watched how he did everything, how he went about it, so 

that's where I learned.  And, yeah, how would you not want to learn from the best player of 

our generation?  He could be the best player of all time.  So yeah, I learned a lot from him 

just by watching him and watching how he did his job on the course. 

 

Q.  Is there anyone else that you watch now and do you think for other players just 

given your special gifts would it be a mistake to watch you?  I don't mean that in a 

bad way.  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  I blacked out, I'm not sure what you said.  So my answer to that is 

Payne Stewart was my guy watching growing up.  And then now I don't watch coverage.  I'll 

watch major coverage, and the reason why I watch major coverage is it comes on so early, if 

you play the afternoon round you can see where pin locations are, how putts are breaking, 

what clubs people are hitting, so you're watching coverage for that. 

 

Q.  Do you watch guys on the range? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  No, I don't.  The reason why I go to the range is I just loosen up the 

back.  But I don't watch coverage anymore.  There's so many negative thoughts going on 

http://tee-scripts.com/


6 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

coverage and so many negative thoughts in articles and media and stuff, I don't do that 

anymore.  I don't have time for that.  I've got to worry about putting diapers on my kids.  So 

no, basically the short answer's no. 

 

Q.  But do you think, again just given your special skill set -- 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  What is my skill set by the way?  

 

Q.  You hit the ball differently than a lot of other people would be the short answer. 

You do things with the ball that other people can't. 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Is that good?  

 

Q.  Can anyone possibly take anything from you? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, I think they can.  What I'm striving to do is have more fun out 

there, joke around, enjoy the game, enjoy the scenery, and enjoy the good moments.  And 

the good moments is not have a YouTube clip of me screaming about a mud ball and stuff 

like that.  Today I tried not to scream about a mud ball today so I think it worked out good 

today.  No, I think that people can see that.  I'm enjoying the game, I'm creating shots and 

trying to play the game for a score, not for beauty swing or a beauty putting stroke or things 

like that.  I'm just trying to make a score. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  All right?  All good?  Bubba Watson, congratulations.  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Thanks. 
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